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As  one  result  of  the  war,  everything  con 
nected  with  printing  and  publishing  has  gone 
up  enormously  in  cost.  Under  such  cir 
cumstances  we  feel  bound  to  curtail  the  size 
of  our  Popular  Report,  which  appears  for 
the  fifth  year  in  succession  in  paper  cover 
and  without  illustrations.  We  are  con 
fident  that  our  friends  will  appreciate  the 
motive  of  this  economy. 


THE    FIELD 

IS  THE  WORLD 


"IT    IS    THE    PROPERTY    OF    JESUS    CHRIST    TO    BE     UNIVERSAL." 

— Pascal. 


A   POPULAR   REPORT   OF  THE  BRITISH   AND 

FOREIGN    BIBLE     SOCIETY    FOR    THE     YEAR 

MCMXIX-XX 


THE    BIBLE    HOUSE,    QUEEN    VICTORIA    STREET,    LONDON 


Bv; 


HMANUEL 

CONTENTS 

PAQK 

PROLOGUE     .  i 

THE  TONGUES  OF  THE  WORLD  .         .         .  .         .12 

THE  COUNTRIES  OF  THE  WORLD          .         .  .         .24 

THE  HOMES  OF  THE  WORLD       .         .         .  .              41 

THE  HEARTS  OF  THE  WORLD     ...  .69 
THE  PURSES  OF  THE  WORLD       .....     78 

APPENDIX     .                  ,                            .  .88 


f  cr^ 

I  JO 


Except  where  otherwise  stated,  the  incidents  and  statistics  in  this 
'Popular  Report  of  the  ^British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  belong  to  last 
year's  record.  Here,  it  is  possible  to  offer  only  a  periscopu  view  of 
the  main  aspects  of  the  Society's  operations.  For  a  more  detailed 
account  with  full  statistics  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  Hundred  and 
Sixteenth  Annual  Report,  price  One  Shilling. 

T.  H.  DARLOW, 

Literary  Superintendent. 
THE  BIBLK   HOUSE,  September   1920. 


THE  FIELD   IS  THE   WORLD 
PROLOGUE 

Sic  enim  dilexit  Deus  mundum. 

THE  Charter  of  Christian  Missions  stands  written 
in  the  parting  command  which  our  Lord  laid  upon 
His  disciples.  Yet  we  have  not  to  depend  on  any 
single  text.  By  its  very  nature  and  genius  the 
Gospel  can  never  consent  to  be  less  than  universal. 
Christianity  lives  and  moves  and  has  its  being  in 
propaganda  and  conquest. 

There  is  something  astonishing  and  miraculous 
in  the  fact  that  this  world-wide  mission  should 
have  had  its  birth  in  the  most  narrow  and  exclusive 
of  ancient  nations.  Modern  men  and  women  who 
breathe  an  atmosphere  of  cosmopolitan  sympathies 
find  it  difficult  to  understand  how  closely  the  hope 
of  the  Jews  was  bound  up  with  their  own  bitter 
particularism,  their  intense  racial  pride.  They 
interpreted  the  promises  and  prophecies  of  their 
sacred  past  to  mean  the  predestinate  supremacy 
of  Judaism.  The  faith  of  the  rabbis  practically 
culminated  in  this  watchword  :  Israel  uber  alles. 
Yet  out  of  the  bosom  of  Jewish  bigotry  a  Divine 
Voice  was  heard  proclaiming  the  common  brother 
hood  of  man.  No  one  else  but  Jesus  Christ  could 
have  uttered  His  wonderful  edict  of  comprehension. 
But  with  Him  there  is  no  difference :  He  opens 
His  arms  to  the  Samaritan  and  the  Gentile,  to  the 
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barbarian  and  the  slave,  as  equally  children  in 
God's  family.  He  welcomes  foreigners  and  aliens 
and  outcasts  into  the  fellowship  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  We  talk  sometimes  about  the  solidarity 
of  mankind,  as  though  that  idea  were  a  recent 
discovery.  It  originated  in  the  heart  of  the  Great 
Shepherd  of  lost  sheep.  Because  God  has  made  of 
one  blood  and  loved  with  one  love  all  the  dwellers 
upon  earth,  by  right  of  this  universal  love  Christ 
claims  every  human  being  for  His  own.  Standing 
in  one  corner  of  an  obscure  Syrian  province,  He 
lifts  up  His  eyes  and  gazes  beyond  the  mountain 
barriers  of  caste  and  colour  and  sect  and  race,  and 
He  declares  serenely  :  The  field  is  the  tvorld. 

To  make  disciples  of  all  nations  has  been  the 
deliberate  policy  of  Christianity.  From  its  very 
beginning,  the  Church  realized  and  responded  to 
this  imperial  vocation.  In  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles 
nothing  is  more  impressive  than  the  way  in  which 
the  Gospel  broke  through  Jewish  prejudices  and 
escaped  from  Jewish  limitations  and  restrictions. 
Its  message  speaks  not  to  one  elect  seed,  but  to 
all  kindreds  and  peoples  ;  not  in  a  single  language, 
but  in  the  tongues  of  the  whole  world.  Through 
dark  ages  of  apostasy  and  corruption  and  decay, 
Christianity  never  quite  lost  its  oecumenical  appeal. 
In  the  Church  of  Rome,  whatever  apostolic  notes 
may  be  lacking,  at  least  the  deep  missionary 
diapason  has  not  died  out.  Moreover,  each  genuine 
revival  of  religion  rekindles  the  missionary 
passion  which  belongs  to  the  very  soul  of  the 
Gospel.  As  we  enter  afresh  into  the  meaning 
and  spirit  of  our  creed,  we  comprehend  how  vital  is 
this  impulse  to  expansion,  how  deep  in  the  heart  of 
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faith  lies  the  promise  of  empire.  When  Christianity 
ceases  to  be  a  propaganda,  it  degrades  into  a 
superstition  or  else  it  dissolves  into  a  dream.  But 
as  often  as  the  Church  repents  and  returns  to  its 
first  love,  it  goes  back  forthwith  to  recommence 
its  first  work  as  well — and  that  work  was  to  go 
into  all  the  world  and  to  preach  the  Gospel  to 
every  creature. 

Christian  Missions  are  an  obedience  to  Christ's 
command.  His  followers  must  go  forth,  bearing 
precious  seed,  not  because  the  soil  is  attractive  and 
the  season  seems  propitious,  but  because  He  Himself 
is  Lord  of  the  harvest.  If  the  Church  had  suffered 
its  own  love  for  the  world  to  fix  the  limits  of  its 
missionary  labour,  those  limits  might  have  been 
narrow  indeed.  But  at  Christ's  bidding,  His  people 
have  ventured  into  strange  lands,  not  knowing 
whither  they  went,  and  have  embarked  on  vast 
enterprises,  only  half-conscious  of  the  cost.  The 
missionary  Church  is  baptized  into  the  spirit  of  the 
Divine  Missionary,  Who  cares  for  each  single  soul 
so  passionately  and  profoundly  and  cares  equally 
for  all  souls  alike.  A  living  preacher  has  warned 
us  that  we  shall  never  be  able  to  enter  into  the 
depth  of  Christ's  love,  unless  we  also  enter  into 
its  breadth,  unless  our  hearts  are  enlarged  so  that 
they  ratify  His  great  saying,  The  field  is  the  world. 

Consider  one  simple  corollary  and  application  of 
this  truth,  which  few  of  us  fully  appreciate.  When 
Lord  Auckland  was  Governor-General  of  India,  he 
used  to  say,  as  matter  for  strange  thoughts,  that 
the  Emperor  of  China  and  himself  ruled  half  the 
human  race.  Hitherto  Christianity  has  made  its 
home  chiefly  among  the  white  peoples.  Whereas 
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mankind  as  a  whole  is  not  predominantly  white  ; 
most  of  it  is  black  or  brown  or  yellow.  But  with 
God  there  is  no  respect  of  persons ;  and  in  pro 
portion  as  we  share  the  Divine  love  of  souls  there 
will  be  no  respect  of  persons  with  us.  Such  a  love 
beholds  all  men  sub  specie  ceternitatis,  as  they 
appear  in  God's  eyes ;  it  conquers  physical  repug 
nance  and  forgets  moral  deformity,  and  reaches  out 
compassionate  hands  to  embrace  the  unlovely  and 
the  unthankful,  the  savage  and  the  criminal  and 
the  pariah.  Those  Christian  saints  who  have  known 
most  of  Christ  have  learned  to  reverence  His  image 
even  where  it  lies  hidden  in  the  dullest  and  vilest 
specimens  of  human  nature.  "  Can  you  think," 
wrote  Gordon  from  the  Sudan,  "that  God  loves 
those  black  Arabs  with  the  same  love  with  which 
He  loves  Himself  or  you?"  Our  answer  to  such 
a  question  registers  our  own  growth  in  grace. 

If  Christ  has  indeed  tasted  death  for  every  man, 
surely  this  awful  and  glorious  fact  must  be  brought 
home  to  every  man's  heart  and  conscience.  The 
children  of  His  resurrection  are  trustees,  charged 
to  make  all  nations  sharers  with  themselves  in 
the  universal  grace  of  God.  And  as  we  become 
initiated  into  the  Divine  sympathy  and  sacrifice,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  us  to  believe  that  Christ 
is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins,  unless  we  could  go 
on  to  say,  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  for  the  sins 
of  the  ivhole  world.  St.  Paul  could  not  be  happy 
in  the  grace  of  God  while  it  was  not  shared  by 
his  brethren.  He  was  too  deeply  absorbed  in 
the  desire  for  love  to  be  content  with  a  private 
beatitude.  Nay,  we  must  believe  that  God  Himself 
is  unsatisfied  until  the  whole  creation  partakes  of 
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His  redeeming  mercy.  "  God's  heart  also  is  restless, 
until  all  find  rest  in  Him.  And  a  man  is  most  like 
God  when  his  heart  cannot  rest  because  other  men 
do  not  know  what  he  knows  or  love  what  he  loves." 

Since  the  days  when  our  own  grandfathers  were 
children,  the  world  has  been  transformed  in  so 
many  material  aspects  that  our  thoughts  about 
it  must  needs  be  different  from  their  thoughts.  The 
far  corners  of  the  earth  have  come  together.  Its 
untrodden  regions  have  been  explored  and  mapped 
out.  For  practical  purposes  the  planet  has  con 
tracted  and  grown  smaller  in  size.  The  iron  road 
runs  across  every  continent.  The  mountains  are 
tunnelled,  and  the  isthmuses  are  pierced.  Even  the 
estranging  sea,  which  once  cut  men  off  from  each 
other,  now  becomes  a  highway  for  their  traffic  and 
intercourse,  so  that  our  modern  world  is  like  a 
vaster  Venice  with  the  ocean  paving  its  streets.  All 
markets  to-day  are  part  and  parcel  of  one  exchange 
and  mart.  For  trade,  for  commerce,  for  speculation, 
the  arena  is  the  world.  Science  ignores  political 
frontiers  and  transcends  racial  divisions.  Knowledge 
is  international.  Labour  is  claiming  to  be  inter 
national  as  well.  So  marvellously  have  the 
outward  barriers,  which  once  kept  nations  and 
countries  asunder,  dwindled  and  diminished.  They 
are  not  indeed  blotted  out,  but  they  have  lost  much 
of  their  ancient  power  to  divide. 

And  yet,  by  curious  reaction,  some  of  those  very 
forces  which  have  brought  remote  races  nearer  to 
our  doors,  have  at  the  same  time  created  new 
solvents  of  missionary  enthusiasm ;  at  any  rate 
they  have  modified  the  modern  missionary  appeal. 

Consider  one  instance  of  this  result.  To-day,  the 
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field  is  the  world  for  the  archaeologist,  the 
anthropologist,  the  historian,  quite  as  much  as  it 
is  for  the  missionary.  The  "  comparative  study  of 
religions,"  which  has  been  carried  so  far  in  recent 
years,  naturally  influences  our  conception  of  non- 
Christian  creeds.  That  study  brings  together  the 
facts  in  religious  history  and  experience  which  are 
alike  and  akin,  and  seeks  to  combine  them  into  a 
comprehensive  view  of  the  spiritual  life  of  man. 
The  result  proves,  at  any  rate,  that  human  nature 
is  universally  and  incurably  religious.  We  welcome 
every  sign  that  God  has  not  left  Himself  without 
witness  in  the  darkest  souls.  Moreover,  it  is  a 
real  gain  to  recognize  that  no  belief  which  has 
had  power  to  sway  men's  minds  and  hearts  can 
be  altogether  false  ;  it  must  embody  some  fragments 
of  truth,  or  it  could  never  have  won  its  way.  Christ 
came  not  to  destroy  but  to  fulfil  whatever  is  true 
in  any  human  creed  ;  and  Christ's  revelation  of  God 
is  the  complete  and  final  truth,  which  interprets 
and  purifies  these  dim  premonitions  of  itself. 

After  all,  the  comparative  study  of  religions  is 
not  entirely  new.  The  Hebrew  prophets  were  con 
stantly  comparing  the  worship  of  the  God  of  Israel 
with  the  pagan  cults  of  neighbouring  tribes.  They 
proclaimed  steadfastly  not  only  that  Jehovah  was 
the  one  true  God  and  that  the  gods  of  the  nations 
were  false,  but  also  that  Jehovah  loved  righteousness 
and  hated  iniquity,  whereas  the  worship  of  idols 
like  Moloch  and  Astarte  was  full  of  foul  and  cruel 
abominations.  The  first  Christian  apostles  had 
abundant  opportunity  to  compare  the  Gospel  with 
the  various  forms  of  popular  religion  which  it 
defeated  and  displaced,  and  the  early  Christian 
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Fathers  spoke  with  no  uncertain  sound  about  this 
contrast.  The  truth  is  that  the  faiths  of  the 
ancient  world  failed,  as  a  whole,  to  associate  religion 
with  morality.  A  similar  divorce  between  cultus 
and  conduct  occurs  in  the  dominant  creeds  of  the 
East  which  confront  our  missionaries  to-day.  The 
comparative  study  of  religions  over  and  over  again 
demonstrates  De  Roux's  epigram :  "  Mankind  is 
naturally  religious,  but  only  supernaturally  virtuous." 
Christ  has  come  into  the  world  not  only  to  show 
men  the  supreme  ideal  of  virtue,  but  also  to  give 
them  grace  to  attain  it.  Only  in  Christ  can  they 
find  the  perfect  standard  of  goodness  :  only  through 
Christ  can  they  obtain  moral  power  to  become  good, 
in  the  Christian  sense  of  the  word.  Nothing  except 
His  Gospel  can  cure  the  corruption  which  is  in  the 
world;  and  this  is  why  His  Gospel  is  absolute  and 
unique,  and  destined  to  supersede  every  other 
religion. 

What  are  the  practical  results  of  our  modern 
missions  ?  How  far  do  they  actually  succeed  in 
solving  these  standing  moral  problems?  Assuredly 
the  early  and  the  medieval  missionaries  of  Christ  won 
striking  though  gradual  conquests.  That  Columba 
and  Augustine  did  not  labour  in  vain,  we  ourselves 
are  witnesses.  And  we  can  confidently  claim  that 
Protestant  missions  during  the  last  hundred  years, 
even  though  their  results  appear  chequered,  have 
achieved  wide  victory  and  genuine  success.  That 
success,  however,  has  been  criticized  in  regard  to 
both  its  quantity  and  its  quality.  In  some  regions 
it  is  hard  to  analyse  the  causes  which  impair  or 
retard  the  victory  of  the  Gospel.  In  South  India, 
for  instance,  Christianity  has  won  its  way  far  more 
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rapidly  than  in  the  valley  of  the  Ganges,  where 
progress  hitherto  has  proved  slow  and  disheartening. 
It  is  true,  again,  all  over  the  world,  that  pagans 
are  converted  much  more  readily  than  Moslems 
or  than  Jews.  Concerning  Islam  and  Israel  we 
must  confess  that  "  the  veil  is  on  their  hearts." 
In  certain  regions — in  the  Pacific  Islands,  for 
example,  in  Madagascar,  in  the  Uganda  Protectorate, 
in  Korea,  in  West  Africa — wonderful  harvests 
have  been  gathered.  The  Japanese,  on  the  other 
hand,  show  an  astonishing  facility  for  assimilating 
all  things  Western,  except  religion.  And  let  us 
frankly  admit  that  the  missionary's  proper  business 
is  not  to  communicate  Western  ideas  of  social  or 
political  or  scientific  progress :  he  has  to  proclaim 
and  bear  witness  to  the  Person  of*  Jesus  Christ. 

The  quality  of  Christian  character  found  in 
mission  converts  has  been  severely  criticized,  often 
without  any  just  sense  of  the  conditions  of  the 
problem.  Let  us  grant  that  not  a  few  converts 
show  themselves  immature  and  imperfect  and  un 
stable.  We  can  find  lapsed  Christians  in  every 
English  town.  The  unholy  associations  of  heathenism 
are  too  deep-rooted,  too  inveterate,  to  be  destroyed 
all  at  once,  after  a  man  has  beon  plucked  out  of 
moral  darkness  and  led  into  the  light.  St.  Paul's 
Epistles  disclose  what  mighty  and  malignant  powers 
of  evil  were  fighting  against  those  first  Christian 
converts  to  whom  he  wrote.  Why  should  we  expect 
the  first  generation  of  negro  converts  to  be  raised 
forthwith  to  the  ethical  level  of,  say,  modern  English 
clergymen?  When  Augustine  preached  the  Gospel 
to  our  forefathers  in  Kent,  what  were  his  converts 
like  ?  It  took  more  than  one  generation — or  three 
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generations — to  kill  the  brutality  of  the  Saxon. 
"It  may  take  several  generations  to  kill  the  special 
predisposition  of  pagan  races  towards  evils  which 
oftentimes  they  only  dimly  see  to  be  evils."  Lord 
Bryce  has  declared  that  the  Kafir  converts  in 
South  Africa  to-day  are  not  such  crude  Christians 
"as  the  Frank  warriors  were  for  three  generations 
after  the  conversion  of  Clovis."  The  decisive  fact 
remains  that  in  every  great  modern  mission  field  we 
find  multitudes  of  genuine  Christian  converts,  as 
complete  and  sincere  as  any  made  by  the  Apostles — 
men  and  women  utterly  unlike  their  heathen 
neighbours — who  can  be  trusted  implicitly  in  all 
circumstances,  who  unmistakably  manifest  the 
character  and  the  love  of  Christ. 

A  century  ago  the  missionary  appeal  to  Christian 
compassion  had  a  lurid  background  :  "  Every  year 
so  many  millions  are  perishing  without  hope." 
But  to-day  the  emphasis  of  the  appeal  falls  rather 
on  the  fact  that  such  multitudes  are  living  in  a 
practical  inferno  of  pagan  superstition.  We  may 
cite  the  first-hand  experience  of  a  traveller  who  did 
not  call  herself  a  Christian.  Miss  Mary  Kingsley  has 
testified  to  "  the  difficulty  of  imagining — with  only 
the  African's  allowance  of  imagination — a  greater 
hell  than  existence  in  a  West  African  village  under 
native  law."  As  we  believe  in  the  immeasurable 
value  and  capacity  and  destiny  of  every  human 
soul,  we  cannot  endure  the  actual  conditions  under 
which  these  human  beings  are  living.  They  are 
getting  no  chance  to  become  what  God  means  them 
to  become.  If  men  deserve  equal  opportunities 
socially  and  economically,  how  much  more  do  they 
deserve  equal  opportunities  spiritually. 
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Not  a  few  modern  Christians  secretly  ask  them 
selves  :  "But  how  far  are  we  really  responsible 
for  these  dim  myriads  of  heathendom?"  To-day 
we  realize  with  new  clearness  that  God  Himself  is 
responsible  for  all  the  tribes  and  nations  whom  He 
has  willed  to  create.  But  the  Gospel  means  that 
Divine  Love  has  assumed  the  burden  of  this 
responsibility:  and  in  its  fulfilment  He  appeals  to 
His  children  to  become  fellow-workers  with  Him. 

It  may  be  asked  again  :  "In  what  sense  can  God 
need  any  feeble  help  of  ours  ? "     Some  would  even 
add :    "  Is   it   not   foolish    and   futile   to   attempt  to 
interfere  with  the  slow  evolution  of  the  race  ?  "     But 
that  very  evolution  has   aroused  in  our  consciences 
the  imperious   sense   of  moral   duty,  and   made    us 
feel  that  it  is  a  sacred  obligation  of  those  who  are 
strong  to  succour  and  to  shepherd  the  weak.     Each 
elect  nation,  each  elect  Church,  is  chosen  by  Divine 
appointment   that   it  may  render  service  and  offer 
sacrifice  for  the  rest.      In  truth,  the  atmosphere  of 
missionary   enthusiasm   is   the    only   atmosphere   in 
which  the  soul  of  a    Christian   can   live  a  healthy, 
normal  life.     Only  this  larger  vision  can  redeem  us 
from   growing   narrow  and  parochial,    and  save    us 
from  the  deadly  snare  of  being  chiefly  occupied  with 
feathering  our  own  spiritual  nests.     To-day  all  races 
are    inextricably  entangled   together,    they  act  and 
react  upon  each  other ;    and   non-Christian  nations 
are  assuredly  infecting  us,  whether  or  no   we  take 
pains  to  evangelize  them.     The  missionary  crusade 
may  have  lost  some  glamour  of  its  early  romance. 
Yet  with  a  wider  outlook  we  can  discern  how  noble 
are  its  enduring  issues.     While  politicians  deal  with 
the  party  cries  of  the  hour,  missionaries  are  helping 
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to  shape  the  future  of  new  countries  and  kingdoms  ; 
they  are  giving  direction  to  the  development  of  the 
spiritual  life  of  the  world. 

Nevertheless  a  warning  is  necessary.  Cosmopoli 
tans  generally  make  poor  patriots.  And  similarly 
there  is  a  real  danger  lest  these  vast  missionary 
horizons  should  distract  Christian  people  from 
loyalty  to  the  definite  mission  of  their  own  Church. 
Nothing  is  so  unpractical  and  unfruitful  as  vague 
and  grandiose  enthusiasm  for  the  world  at  large. 
An  American  philosopher  has  written  on  what  he 
calls  "  cosmic  emotion."  That  name  might  describe 
the  nebulous  sentiment  that  infects  one  painful  type 
of  philanthropist,  whose  mouth  is  filled  with  windy 
generalities  and  whose  eyes — as  Solomon  said — 
are  in  the  ends  of  the  earth.  The  fact  that  God's 
field  is  no  narrower  than  God's  world  can  never 
absolve  us  for  neglecting  our  own  spade-work 
in  that  particular  corner  of  it  where  He  has  set 
us  as  His  husbandmen  to  dig  and  delve,  faithfully 
and  patiently,  day  by  day. 

To  quicken  this  definite  and  dutiful  spirit,  it  will 
do  us  good  to  consider  how  vividly  it  has  been 
manifested  in  the  work  of  the  Bible  Society  last 
year.  Because,  of  all  modern  missionary  institu 
tions,  this  has  the  widest  geographical  boundaries, 
this  can  claim  most  literally  to  fulfil  our  Lord's 
saying : 

THE  FIELD  is  THE  WORLD. 
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THE  TONGUES  OF  THE  WORLD 

u  It  is  the  sublime  prerogative  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 
thus  to  reverse  the  curse  of  JBabel." — W.  E.  GLADSTONE. 

To  realize  the  unity  of  mankind  demands  an  effort 
of  imagination — almost  an  act  of  faith.  Human 
beings  are  so  curiously  unlike  in  race,  in  colour, 
in  mental  powers.  Italians  and  Irish,  Tibetans 
and  Japanese,  Zulus  and  Eskimo,  Bushmen  and 
Patagonians,  and  Pygmies — they  impress  us  less 
by  their  likeness  than  by  their  contrast.  More 
bewildering  still  are  the  extraordinary  diversities 
of  human  language.  Few  persons,  unless  they  have 
wandered  like  Ulysses  in  many  lands,  can  measure 
how  much  the  curse  of  Babel  entails,  how  deep 
and  dreadful  is  the  schism  which  it  creates  between 
those  whom  the  gift  of  speech  was  surely  meant 
to  unite  and  not  to  set  asunder.  Take,  for  example, 
those  regions  in  Northern  Nigeria,  where  a  new 
language  occurs  every  twenty  miles.  Or  consider 
the  case  of  Espiritu  Santo,  in  the  New  Hebrides. 
For  missionaries  on  this  single  island  the  Bible 
Society  has  published  versions  of  the  Gospel  in 
five  distinct  dialects.  Because,  in  their  heathen 
state,  the  tribes  on  Santo  had  no  intercourse  with 
each  other,  except  at  the  spear's  point ;  and  so  their 
speech,  from  one  ancient  original,  developed  into 
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divergent  forms  which  are  now  mutually  unintelli 
gible.  Assuredly  we  are  the  tenants  of  a  polyglot 
planet. 

Yet  ever  since  its  first  proclamation  the  Gospel  has 
been  proving  that  it  is  able  to  break  through  the 
barriers  of  language.  The  experience  of  the  Day 
of  Pentecost  was  a  symbol  and  a  prophecy  of  the 
victories  which  God's  message  could  win,  despite 
the  world's  confusion  of  tongues.  Indeed,  to 
999  persons  out  of  every  thousand  the  Bible  must 
needs  speak  in  a  translation,  if  it  is  to  speak  at 
all.  Very  few  and  far  between  are  the  scholars 
who  habitually  read  the  Scriptures  in  Hebrew 
and  Greek.  For  the  mass  of  mankind,  such  reading 
is  plainly  impossible,  and  always  will  be.  God's 
Book  was  meant  to  be  translated ;  and  God's 
purpose  is  fulfilled  as  the  Bible  speaks  to  every 
man  in  his  own  tongue  in  which  he  was  born. 
The  command  to  go  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
to  every  creature  applies  to  the  New  Testament  as 
well  as  to  the  Church.  But  before  that  Testament 
can  convey  its  proper  meaning  and  impart  its 
healing  grace  to  any  people,  it  must  cease  to  be 
a  stranger  and  foreigner  in  their  midst.  It  must,  so 
to  speak,  take  out  letters  of  naturalization  in  each 
country.  It  must  become,  in  St.  Paul's  phrase, 
all  things  to  all  men — a  negro  with  the  negroes, 
a  redskin  among  the  redskins,  a  Mongolian  to  the 
Mongolians,  a  Hindu  to  the  Hindus. 

"  The  Scriptures,"  cried  Erasmus,  "  should  be 
translated  into  all  languages."  How  otherwise  can 
they  speak  to  every  man's  conscience  and  heart? 
Nothing  less  than  this  is  bound  up  with  the 
Church's  missionary  duty  to  make  disciples  of  all 
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nations.  And  this  part  of  the  great  Commission, 
though  far  from  accomplished,  has  not  been  neglected 
and  forgotten.  We  can  praise  God  to-day  in  wonder 
and  thankfulness,  because  some  book  at  least  of 
the  Bible  lies  open  in  over  070  different  languages  of 
the  world,  languages  which  are  current  among 
three-fourths  of  the  human  race.  Considered 
merely  as  an  achievement  in  philology,  such 
results  arouse  admiration  and  astonishment,  espe 
cially  when  we  recollect  that  quite  half  of  these 
languages  were  first  reduced  to  writing  in  order 
that  they  might  become  vehicles  of  the  Gospel. 

In  accomplishing  these  results  the  Bible  Society 
has  been  the  chief  modern  agent  and  instrument. 
The  list  of  versions  in  which  it  has  already  helped  to 
translate,  print,  or  distribute  the  Scriptures  includes 
no  fewer  than  528  different  forms  of  speech.  Of 
these  languages  131  possess  the  complete  Bible,  while 
in  124  others  the  complete  New  Testament  has  been 
published.  No  fewer  than  150  fresh  languages  have 
been  added  to  the  list  since  the  present  century 
began.  Every  six  weeks  the  Society  issues  the  Gospel 
in  some  new  tongue. 

The  Bishop  of  London  has  drawn  a  vivid  moral 
from  this  extraordinary  linguistic  record  :  "  When 
people  ask  me,  *  Is  the  Christian  Church  still  speaking 
with  tongues?'  I  answer,  'Yes,  in  the  Bible  Society.'" 

At  the  present  time  the  Society  is  more  deeply 
engaged  than  ever  in  its  sacred  enterprise.  From 
the  days  of  William  Carey  and  Robert  Morrison  and 
Henry  Martyn,  there  have  never  been  wanting 
missionary  linguists  ready  to  devote  their  time  and 
gifts  to  the  work,  rejoicing  to  associate  themselves 
with  the  Society's  endeavour  to  open  the  Scriptures 
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for  men  of  every  tongue.  In  all  quarters  of  the  world 
translations  and  revisions  of  Holy  Writ  are  being 
carried  on  at  the  present  time  in  scores  of  different 
languages,  by  the  aid  of  Christian  scholars,  who 
are  organized  for  the  most  part  under  the  Society's 
auspices  and  often  at  its  expense.  The  magnitude 
and  the  cost  of  such  undertakings  will  appear  from  a 
few  examples  out  of  many  which  might  be  cited  ; 
yet  Christians  must  feel  that  time  and  toil  and 
money  can  be  lavished  on  no  worthier  object. 

During  this  past  year  the  Society  has  published 
the  Scriptures  in  NINE  new  forms  of  speech — five  for 
Africa,  one  for  China,  one  for  Northern  Canada, 
one  for  Argentina,  and  one  for  the  South  Seas. 

Haya  is  a  Bantu  language,  understood  with  some  variations  of 
dialect  by  nearly  250,000  negroes  on  the  west  shore  of  the  Victoria 
Nyanza,  in  territory  formerly  German  but  now  included  in  Tan 
ganyika  Territory.  We  have  published  in  Haya  a  version  of  the 
four  Gospels,  which  was  originally  prepared  by  Pastor  Paul  Doring, 
of  the  Lutheran  Mission  at  Bukoba,  whose  work  is  now  being 
carried  on  by  the  C.M.S. 

Eleku  is  one  of  the  many  tongues  spoken  in  Belgian  Congo. 
It  is  current  round  Lolanga,  a  station  of  the  Congo  Balolo  Mission, 
where  the  Lolongo  flows  into  the  main  Congo  Biver.  At  the  request 
of  this  Mission  we  have  printed  the  Gospels  of  St.  Luke  and  St. 
John,  translated  into  Eleku  by  the  late  Rev.  C.  Bond. 

In  the  Warri  province  of  Southern  Nigeria  the  Igabo  people  are 
being  rapidly  evangelized  by  C.M.S.  missionaries.  For  the  many 
thousands  of  converts  and  adherents  of  this  Mission  our  Society 
has  published  St.  Mark's  Gospel,  translated  into  the  Isoko  dialect  of 
Igabo  by  the  Eev.  J.  D.  Aitken. 

Bena  is  the  speech  of  a  highland  tribe  to  the  north-east  of  Lake 
Nyasa,  in  a  region  which  belonged  to  "  German  "  East  Africa,  but 
is  now  part  of  Tanganyika  Territory.  The  Bena  New  Testament, 
translated  by  Pastor  C.  Schumann,  of  the  Berlin  Mission,  was  being 
printed  in  Germany  for  our  Society  in  1914.  The  printing  had  to 
be  suspended  during  the  war,  but  the  book  has  now  at  length  been 
published. 
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The  Shilhas  are  a  Berber  race  of  warlike  tribesmen  in  Southern 
Morocco.  For  some  years  two  dialects  of  Shilha  have  appeared 
in  the  Society's  list  of  versions : — (1)  Northern  Shilha,  or  Rifi  ;  and 
(2)  Southern  Shilha,  or  Susi.  To  these  must  now  be  added  a  third, 
Central  Shilha,  or  Berberi,  in  which  we  have  published  St.  Luke's 
Gospel,  translated  by  Mr.  Victor  Swanson,  of  the  Gospel  Missionary 
Union. 

For  China,  an  edition  of  St.  Matthew  has  been  published  in  the 
Tingchow  Colloquial  form  of  Chinese,  prepared  by  lady  missionaries 
of  the  L.M.S.  This  dialect  is  spoken  by  about  3,000,000  Chinese 
in  the  Province  of  Fukien. 

In  the  South  Pacific,  Vella  Lavella  is  a  small  volcanic  island  of 
the  Western  Solomon  Group.  St.  Mark's  Gospel  has  been  translated 
into  Bilua,  the  speech  of  a  tribe  on  Vella  Lavella,  by  the  Rev.  R.  C. 
Nicholson,  and  is  now  published  for  the  use  of  the  Australasian 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Missionary  Society. 

On  the  Chaco  of  Argentina,  Vejoz  (or  Mataco)  is  spoken  by  a 
tribe  of  Indians  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Rio  Bermejo,  or  Scarlet 
River.  In  this  language  the  Society  has  printed  St.  Mark's  Gospel, 
translated  by  Mr.  R.  J.  Hunt,  of  the  South  American  Missionary 
Society,  who  had  the  help  of  an  intelligent  Indian  assistant,  Martin 
Guerrero. 

Our  Society  had  already  published  the  Bible,  or  parts  of  it,  in 
three  different  forms  of  the  Eskimo  language— for  Greenland,  for 
Baffin  Land,  and  for  Labrador.  St.  Mark  has  now  been  printed  in 
Mackenzie  River  Eskimo,  translated  by  the  late  Rev.  H.  Girling,  of 
the  Canadian  Anglican  Mission,  for  Eskimo  tribes  on  the  edge 
of  the  Arctic  Ocean.  By  means  of  alternative  renderings  of  certain 
words,  this  version  is  adapted  also  to  the  use  of  the  Copper  Eskimo 
of  Coronation  Gulf,  who  are  probably  the  most  northern  inhabitants 
of  the  world. 

In  our  table  of  languages  one  other  name  also  appears  for  the 
first  time— the  Siuina  dialect  of  Shona,  current  in  Southern  Rhodesia. 
The  Bible  Society  is  now  circulating  in  this  dialect  the  New 
Testament,  which  has  been  published  by  the  Society  for  the 
Promotion  of  Christian  Knowledge.  A  separate  number  in  the  table 
has  now  been  assigned  to  each  of  the  two  dialects — Rabai  and  Ribe  — 
of  the  language  known  as  Nyika  of  British  East  Africa. 

These  additions — eleven  in  all— bring  the  total  on  the  Society's 
Historical  Table  of  Languages  up  to  528.  The  Society  has  already 
undertaken  to  publish  versions  in  ten  other  new  languages,  which 
axe  either  in  the  press  or  are  nearly  ready  for  the  printer. 
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Revision* 

The  endless  work  of  translation  and  revision  goes 
on  perpetually.  From  the  nature  of  the  case  a 
missionary  version  must  needs  be  tentative :  it  cries 
out  for  correction  and  re- correction  as  years  pass 
by.  So  the  perfecting  of  earlier  versions  and  the 
completing  of  unfinished  translations  never  ceases. 
Last  year  the  New  Testament  was  completed  in 
Karanga,  for  a  tribe  in  Mashonaland  ;  in  Ndau,  for 
a  tribe  in  Southern  Rhodesia  ;  and  in  Namau,  for 
the  people  on  the  Purari  Delta  of  Papua. 

We  note  with  peculiar  thankfulness  that  in  many 
countries  members  of  the  native  Church  are  now 
taking  a  far  greater  share  in  providing  and  improv 
ing  versions  of  Scripture.  In  these  tasks  the  share 
of  foreigners  will  steadily  decrease  as  we  approach 
the  ideal  result.  Four  times  last  year  the  leading 
place  in  a  translation  or  revision  was  assigned — at 
the  request  of  his  European  colleagues — to  a  man 
who  speaks  the  language  as  his  mother-tongue. 

For  revising  the  Yoruba  Bible,  all  the  committee  are  West 
Africans,  with  Bishop  Oluwole  as  chairman.  To  complete  the  Bible 
in  the  Fanti  dialect  of  Ashanti,  a  young  Wesleyan  minister,  the 
Rev.  G-.  R.  Acquaah,  has  been  set  aside  as  chief  translator.  For 
revising  the  Old  Testament  in  the  Ningpo  Colloquial  form  of  Chinese, 
the  Rev.  K.  Y.  Mo,  of  the  C.M.S.,  has  been  appointed  chief  reviser. 
And  in  the  widely  spoken  Indian  language  known  as  Urdu,  a  Baptist 
minister,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Lai — on  the  unanimous  recommendation  of 
Indians  and  Europeans — has  been  asked  to  take  charge  of  the  task 
of  perfecting  the  Old  Testament  in  Urdu,  which  is  his  native  speech. 

Other  important  revisions  are  making  progress 
in  Italian,  in  Spanish,  in  Burmese,  in  Hindi,  in 
Kanarese,  in  Marathi,  and  in  Korean.  The  revised 
Bulgarian  Bible  is  now  ready  for  the  printer. 
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For  scholars  and  students  the  Society  published  last 
year  two  editions  of  importance.  The  New  Testa 
ment  in  the  Peshitta  Syriac  version  was  first  pub 
lished  by  the  B.F.B.S.  more  than  a  century  ago. 
An  improved  and  emended  edition  of  the  Peshitta 
text  has  now  been  issued,  due  mainly  to  the 
editorial  labours  of  the  late  Rev.  G.  H.  Gwilliam 
and  the  late  Rev.  John  Pinkerton.  The  Hebrew 
Old  Testament  in  "minor"  form  has  also  been 
published,  presenting  the  text  of  the  late  Dr.  Gins- 
burg's  "major"  edition,  with  a  selection  of  the 
notes  in  his  critical  apparatus. 

For  South  Africa* 

Afrikaans,  or  Cape  Dutch,  is  a  vernacular  current 
among  at  least  a  million  and  a  half  of  our  fellow- 
subjects — including  half  a  million  coloured  people — 
many  of  whom  are  quite  unable  to  follow  the 
classical  Dutch  Bible.  In  response  to  an  official 
request,  our  Society  has  undertaken  to  bear  the 
expense  of  preparing  and  printing  a  version  of 
the  Bible  in  Afrikaans,  which  is  now  being  pro 
duced  by  the  three  associated  Synods  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  in  South  Africa. 

For  China. 

For  the  teeming  population  of  China  the  Bible 
Society  provides  the  Scriptures  in  twenty  different 
forms  of  Chinese.  There  is  Wenli,  the  literary  form 
in  which  the  Chinese  classics  are  composed,  but 
which  only  educated  Chinese  can  understand. 
There  is  Mandarin,  the  common  language,  most 
widely  spoken  and  written,  which  is  current 
among  300,000,000  people.  And  there  are  numerous 
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provincial  dialects  which  are  practically  distinct 
languages,  each  spoken  by  millions.  The  latest 
catalogue  of  editions  of  the  Chinese  Scriptures,  which 
has  just  been  issued  by  the  Bible  House  at  Shanghai, 
enumerates  Bibles,  Testaments,  and  smaller  portions 
of  Scripture  in  407  different  forms,  varying  in  type, 
paper,  binding  etc. — all  in  languages  and  dialects  cur 
rent  in  the  Republic  of  China.  The  books  range  in 
price  from  a  farthing  to  about  £1.  They  include 
the  popular  "  sleeve  "  (i.e.  "  pocket  ")  New  Testament 
in  Wenli,  certain  editions  in  roman  character,  diglot 
editions  giving  the  English  and  Chinese  texts  in 
parallel  columns,  and  editions  in  six  different  forms 
of  Chinese  printed  in  embossed  type  for  the  blind. 

To  meet  the  needs  of  the  large  number  of  Mos 
lems  in  China,  we  have  just  published  diglot 
editions  of  St.  Matthew  and  St.  John's  Gospels, 
giving  the  Mandarin  and  the  Arabic  versions  side 
by  side. 

The  Society  has  also  issued  last  year  experimental 
Chinese  editions  in  two  separate  systems  of  sim 
plified  "  phonetic  script." 

A  few  words  will  explain  the  need  for  such  a  script.  It  is  charac 
teristic  of  Chinese  that  each  separate  word  is  represented  by  a 
distinct  character.  Even  a  Chinese  pocket-dictionary  contains  over 
ten  thousand  of  these  characters.  Merely  to  gain  some  appreciation 
of  a  Chinese  story  and  to  master  the  difficulties  of  a  simple  Chinese 
business  document,  a  student  must  acquire  at  least  a  thousand  of 
these  different  characters,  each  separate  one  of  which  has  to  be 
learnt  and  recognized  by  memory.  Most  Europeans  lack  courage  to 
attempt  such  a  task,  while  among  the  Chinese  themselves  a  very 
large  majority  of  adults  are  illiterate.  This  condition  of  things  has 
long  been  deplored  by  intelligent  Chinese,  and  the  wiser  among  them 
recognize  that  the  cause  of  it  lies  in  the  extreme  difficulty  and 
complexity  of  their  written  language. 

Eecently  two  kinds  of  phonetic  script  have  been  introduced  in 
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China,  each  of  which  claims  to  represent  all  Chinese  sounds  by 
means  of  some  forty  or  fifty  simple  signs.  One  system  is  known  as 
Chu  Yin  and  has  been  described  as  the  "  national  "  system,  since  it 
is  more  or  less  approved  by  Government  officials.  The  other,  known 
as  Wang  Chao,  was  based  upon  the  labours  of  a  Chinese  scholar  and 
reformer  of  that  name,  and  has  been  developed  by  two  medical 
missionaries  of  the  L.M.S.,  Dr.  Sydney  Peill  and  Dr.  E.  J.  Peill.  In 
order  that  these  "  reformed  "  scripts  may  be  tested  in  practice,  our 
Society  has  published  certain  books  of  the  Mandarin  New  Testament 
in  both  systems.  Many  missionaries  who  have  studied  the  phonetic 
system  are  enthusiastic  as  to  its  practical  value  ;  and  if  half  the 
benefits  anticipated  from  it  are  realized,  the  adoption  of  such  a  script 
will  mark  an  epoch  in  China's  history,  especially  by  enabling  the 
illiterate  to  learn  readily  to  read  the  Word  of  God. 

The  Bible  House  Library  recently  received  a  copy 
of  the  first  edition,  published  in  1913-16,  of  the  com 
plete  Bible  in  Annamese,  which  is  the  language  of 
about  five  million  people. 

The  translation  is  due  to  Dr.  Albert  Schlicklin,  who  is  described 
as  Provicaire  Apostolique  du  Tonkin  Occidental,  and  belongs  to  the 
Societe  des  Missions  Etrangeres  of  Paris.  This  is  the  oldest  and 
most  famous  of  Eoman  Catholic  missionary  societies,  having  been 
founded  in  1658.  Its  agents  have  laboured  in  Indo-China  for  many 
years  and  with  much  success.  Dr.  Schlicklin's  translation  has  been 
made  from  the  Latin  Vulgate,  and  is  printed  side  by  side  with 
that  version,  in  four  volumes,  with  annotations.  We  welcome 
this  Annamese  Bible  with  special  satisfaction,  because  it  forms 
a  somewhat  rare  modern  example  of  a  complete  missionary  version 
of  the  Scriptures  produced  by  the  Eoman  Church  in  a  language 
in  which  the  Bible  Society  had  hitherto  issued  only  three  or  four 
books  of  the  New  Testament. 

Now  and  again  the  Bible  Society  can  render 
practical  service  to  Government  officials.  Writing 
from  the  Administration  Office  at  Windhuk,  Pro 
tectorate  of  South- West  Africa,  under  date 
April  30th,  1920,  Mr.  J.  G.  R.  Lewis,  who  is  the 
organizing-inspector  of  education,  describes  how 
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in  this  new  protectorate  many  of  the  natives  are 
now  extremely  anxious  to  learn  English,  but  there 
is  a  total  lack  of  Nama-English  books.  Mr.  Lewis 
inquires  whether  the  B.F.B.S.  can  supply  elemen 
tary  reading  books  which  can  be  used  for  teaching 
Nama-speaking  natives  the  English  language.  In 
response  to  this  letter,  our  Society  has  at  once 
undertaken  to  publish  and  send  out  a  diglot  edition 
of  St.  Mark,  giving  the  English  and  the  Nama 
versions  side  by  side.  We  had  printed  the  four 
Gospels  in  Nama  as  long  ago  as  1831,  the  New 
Testament  in  1866,  and  the  Psalter  in  1872. 

In  a  further  letter,  dated  July  8th,  Mr.  Lewis  says:  "I  am 
convinced  that  enormous  good  may  arise  from  the  circulation  of 
an  issue  of  St.  Mark's  Gospel  with  Nama  and  English  in  parallel 
columns.  I  feel  perfectly  certain  that  the  Administration  of  the 
South- West  Africa  Protectorate  will  be  most  interested  to  hear  of 
this  venture  on  your  part,  and  as  soon  as  copies  are  available,  I 
will  undertake  to  make  an  organized  effort  to  purchase  and  dis 
tribute  the  book  in  the  most  advantageous  manner." 

In  France  during  the  war  numerous  copies  of 
the  Bible  Society's  well-known  pamphlet  The  Gospel 
in  Many  Tongues  were  bought  by  soldiers  employed 
at  the  offices  of  the  French  military  postal  censor 
ship.  They  made  use  of  the  specimens  of  languages 
given  in  that  pamphlet,  in  order  to  identify  the 
dozens  of  different  languages  in  which  the  letters 
they  had  to  decipher  were  written. 

Translations  as  a  means  of  Grace* 

Testimonies  abound  from  many  lands  to  show 
how  even  a  crude  and  imperfect  translation  of 
God's  Book  can  become  a  means  of  grace  to  its 
untutored  readers  and  make  them  wise  unto  sal- 
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vation.  "  It  tell  me  my  heart,"  says  one  negro ; 
"  It  make  men  new,"  says  another.  Out  of 
the  mouths  of  savages  comes  witness  to  the 
wonderful  words  of  God.  When  Robert  Moffat's 
version  of  the  Chuana  New  Testament  had  been 
printed  by  the  Bible  Society  under  his  own  super 
vision  in  London,  500  copies  were  taken  out  to 
South  Africa  as  a  first  consignment  by  David 
Livingstone,  who  was  then  on  the  threshold  of  his 
career  of  evangelization  and  discovery.  The  native 
Christian  teachers  at  Lattakoo  received  the  Testa 
ment  with  delight.  "  We  have  never  heard  of  such  a 
thing,"  they  cried.  "  Our  fathers,  who  have  all  died 
in  darkness,  could  not  tell  us  about  it.  We  thought 
it  was  a  thing  to  be  spoken  to ;  but  now  we  know 
that  it  has  a  tongue,  which  speaks  and  will  speak 
to  the  whole  world.  .  .  .  Here  is  the  Book,  and  it 
can  talk  where  there  are  no  teachers.  If  a  believer 
reads  it,  it  tells  the  same  news  ;  if  an  unbeliever 
reads  it,  the  Book  is  still  the  same.  This  Book  will 
teach,  preach,  and  tell  news,  though  there  were  no 
teachers  in  the  country."  We  may  cite  another 
instance,  from  the  opposite  corner  of  the  earth. 
When  Dr.  Ridley  was  consecrated  Bishop  of  Caledonia 
in  1879,  none  of  the  Indian  languages  spoken  in 
British  Columbia  had  been  reduced  to  writing ; 
to-day  the  Word  of  God  is  printed  and  read  in 
the  tongues  of  five  different  tribes.  "  Bishop,"  said 
one  of  these  Red  Indian  hunters,  when  the  first 
Gospels  were  issued  to  his  people,  "  before  you 
came  we  had  the  door  ajar,  and  a  little  light  [from 
texts  given  them  to  commit  to  memory]  shone  into 
the  dark  and  dismal  home.  Now  we  see  the 
Saviour  walking  and  talking,  and  going  on  from 
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Bethlehem  to  Olivet,  leading  right  up  to  the  throne 
of  God." 

Experience  proves  that  the  New  Testament  itself 
is  the  most  evangelical  of  evangelists,  the  most 
energetic  of  reformers,  the  most  ubiquitous  of 
missionaries.  In  the  eighteenth  century,  when  the 
Highlanders,  on  political  grounds,  were  denied 
copies  of  their  Gaelic  Bibles,  Dr.  Johnson  penned 
an  indignant  protest — and  his  words  may  still 
convict  us  of  slackness  in  spreading  abroad  the 
Scriptures :  To  omit  for  a  year,  or  for  a  day,  the 
most  efficacious  method  of  advancing  Christianity, 
is  a  crime. 
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"  Men  that  forsook  Thee  hast  Thou  not  forsaken, 

Races  of  men  that  knew  not  hast  Thou  known; 
Nations  that  slept  Thou  hast  doubted  not  to  waken, 
Worshippers  of  strange  gods  to  make  Thine  own." 

THE  outstanding  characteristic  of  all  countries  to 
day  is  universal  turmoil  and  unrest.  Even  where 
the  tornado  of  conflict  has  died  away,  an  immense 
ground-swell  is  heaving  and  surging  across  the  deep 
sea  of  human  society.  The  effects  are  not  confined 
to  the  combatant  nations  of  Europe  ;  they  appear 
in  every  continent.  It  seems  as  though  the  war 
had  marked  the  beginning  of  one  of  those  half- 
conscious  world  movements  which  recur  periodi 
cally  after  long  intervals  of  time.  Those  who  have 
watched  Asia  from  afar,  and  studied  her  history, 
discern  that  there  is  a  fresh  and  instinctive  agita 
tion  among  the  immense  hives  of  mankind  in  the 
East.  The  minds  of  dim  multitudes  are  seething 
and  fermenting  with  strange  new  ideals  and  discon 
tents.  Everywhere  the  spirit  of  nationality  has 
awakened,  and  each  race  begins  to  be  aware  of  its 
own  traditions  and  possibilities.  Who  dare  fore 
cast  the  issues  of  such  an  awakening  among  nations 
which  had  been  torpid  and  dormant  for  centuries  ? 
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One    immediate    result,   at    any   rate,    is    to   create 
unparalleled  opportunities  for  the  Gospel. 

The  Gospel  is  a  dream  unless  it  belongs  by  right 
to  every  nation.  In  the  New  Jerusalem  all  kindreds 
and  peoples  can  claim  their  inheritance  and  their 
franchise.  Christianity  can  acclimatize  itself  in  any 
country  and  take  root  in  any  soil.  In  truth,  no 
other  book  but  the  Bible  deserves  to  be  called 
"  international."  And  however  the  term  may  have 
been  soiled  and  tarnished,  international  is  no  un 
worthy  epithet.  For  that  adjective  is  like  the 
League  of  Nations :  it  recognizes  the  distinctness  of 
the  bodies  which  hold  fellowship  with  each  other : 
it  excludes  the  imperialism  in  which  nations  are  lost. 

To  explore  for  the  first  time  the  headquarters  of 
the  Bible  Society  in  London  forms  a  lesson  in 
international  geography  and  statistics.  The  Library 
and  the  Warehouse  in  Queen  Victoria  Street  bear 
witness  that  the  -Society's  work  is  being  done  in 
millions,  and  for  the  sake  of  millions  of  all  races 
in  all  lands.  Its  expenditure  last  year  for  binding 
books  in  London  alone  exceeded  £73,000.  Yet  of  the 
volumes  which  it  issues,  two-thirds  are  produced  in 
foreign  countries  for  foreign  readers.  To  multiply 
printed  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  presses  are  kept  busy 
not  merely  in  England,  but  at  Paris  and  Madrid  and 
Florence  and  Berlin  and  Constantinople,  at  Calcutta 
and  Madras  and  Bombay,  at  Shanghai  and  Yoko 
hama.  To  facilitate  the  distribution  of  the  printed 
volumes  the  Society  maintains  depots  of  its  own  in 
nearly  a  hundred  of  the  chief  cities  of  the  world. 
Since  it  was  founded  it  has  sent  out  over  311.000,000 
copies  of  one  Book — complete,  or  in  parts — and  it 
has  expended  eighteen  and  a  half  million  pounds 

25 


THE  FIELD   IS  THE  WORLD 

sterling.  Its  activities  exceed  those  of  all  other 
kindred  organizations  combined.  Under  God's 
providence  this  great  institution  has  grown  up, 
which  acts  as  the  steward  of  modern  Christendom 
in  the  task  of  providing  the  Scriptures  for  men  of 
all  nations  and  kindreds  and  tongues. 

Expansion. 

To  illustrate  the  scope  of  the  Society  we  may 
mention  two  or  three  typical  examples  of  ex 
pansion  during  the  past  year.  A  new  Bible 
House  has  just  been  built  and  opened  at  Lagos,  as 
the  headquarters  of  the  Society's  work  on  the  West 
Coast  of  Africa.  The  whole  cost — amounting  to 
£3,722 — was  generously  raised  by  the  Manitoba  and 
Saskatchewan  Auxiliary  of  the  Canadian  Bible 
Society.  During  1919  more  than  44,000  copies  of 
the  Scriptures — 37,000  being  complete  Bibles — were 
sent  out  from  London  to  West  Africa. 

In  New  Zealand  our  friends  have  just  raised 
£5,000  by  special  gifts  to  erect  a  Bible  House  at 
Wellington.  In  Canada  it  has  been  decided  to  pro 
vide  a  Bible  House  at  Ottawa  which  shall  be  worthy 
of  the  capital  of  the  Dominion.  In  China  estimates 
have  been  accepted  for  a  new  Bible  House  at 
Shanghai.  In  Palestine,  by  the  decision  of  the 
British  authorities,  our  purchase  of  a  site  at  Jeru 
salem  is  delayed  for  the  present :  meanwhile  the 
Society  has  already  received  special  gifts  amounting 
to  nearly  £3,000  towards  the  cost  of  its  Bible  House 
in  the  Holy  City,  which  will  be  erected  as  speedily 
as  possible.  Our  present  depot  at  Jerusalem  sent 
out  last  year  nearly  10,000  volumes  in  no  fewer 
than  forty-eight  different  languages. 
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On  the  other  hand,  a  succession  of  serious  and  unlooked-for 
hindrances  have  postponed  the  development  of  the  Society's  plans 
for  the  Amazon  Valley.  Two  main  obstacles  have  arisen  recently. 
The  engines  and  machinery  which  were  sent  out  to  Para  for  the-  new 
launch  are  proving  far  from  effective.  Then  the  Brazilian  navigation 
laws  appear  to  be  extremely  complicated  and  difficult,  in  the  case  of 
steamers  on  the  Amazon  that  are  not  owned  by  Brazilians.  These 
unexpected  causes  may  involve  further  disappointing  delay. 

Reconstruction* 

During  the  past  year  our  Committee  have  devoted 
considerable  time  and  thought  to  the  task  of  re 
organizing  the  Society's  work  in  Europe.  After  the 
cataclysm  of  war  there  rises  a  call  for  reconstruc 
tion  from  almost  every  part  of  the  Continent.  In 
many  countries  it  is  not  possible  to  rebuild  on  our 
former  foundations,  because  those  very  foundations 
have  been  swept  away. 

For  purposes  of  the  Society's  administration,  it  has  been  decided 
to  group  the  countries  of  Europe  for  the  present  in  five  sections, 
each  to  be  supervised  by  a  travelling  secretary.  In  any  section, 
as  far  as  possible,  each  separate  country  will  be  placed  under  the 
immediate  charge  of  a  sub-agent  chosen  from  among  his  own  people. 
The  details  cannot  be  fully  determined  until  the  new  political  boun 
daries  of  the  various  countries  concerned  have  been  finally  settled ; 
but  the  fullest  consideration  will  be  given  to  questions  of  nationality, 
language,  and  religion. 

The  following  five  groups  of  countries  have  been  provisionally 
agreed  upon  : — 

(1)  France,  Belgium,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  French-speaking  Switz 

erland. 

(2)  Germany,    Poland,   Austria,    Hungary,    Czecho- Slovakia,    and 

German-speaking  Switzerland. 

(3)  Italy,  including  its  newly -added  territories,  and  Tripoli. 

(4)  Rumania,  Jugo-Slavia,  Bulgaria,  Albania,  Greece,  Turkey,  the 

coast  of  Asia  Minor  and  the  Islands  of  the  Mge&n. 

(5)  Finland,  Eussia,  and  Siberia. 

The  Rev.  E.  W.  Smith,  who  is  our  secretary  at  Rome,  will  have 
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charge  of  section  (3),  Mr.  J.  W.  Wiles,  till  lately  Lecturer  in  Eng 
lish  Literature  at  the  University  of  Belgrade,  will  have  charge 
of  section  (4),  and  Mr.  .Walter  Davidson  will  have  charge  of 
section  (5). 

For  Russia* 

Under  Soviet  rule  Kussia  has  been  practically  closed  to  the 
Society.  Our  depots,  so  far  as  we  know,  were  still  open  down  to 
the  end  of  1919  at  Petrograd,  at  Tiflis  in  the  Caucasus,  and  at 
Chita  in  Eastern  Siberia,  although  their  stocks  of  editions  must 
by  this  time  be  nearly  exhausted.  Appeals  for  fresh  supplies 
of  the  Scriptures  have  reached  the  Bible  House  from  various 
part*;  of  Russia,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  answer  these 
appeals  as  promptly  and  as  completely  as  is  possible.  Last  year 
three  separate  consignments,  amounting  to  over  17,000  volumes, 
were  sent  to  Vladivostok.  Another  consignment  of  15,300  books 
was  despatched  to  Odessa.  A  gift  of  500  Russian  Gospels  went 
through  military  channels  to  the  south  of  Russia ;  while  600 
Russian  books,  sent  to  Archangel  before  the  evacuation  took 
place,  have  all  been  sold  and  the  price  remitted  to  London. 
Nearly  8,000  volumes — mostly  editions  in  Finnish,  German  and 
other  languages — have  also  been  introduced  into  the  .north  of 
Russia  through  Finland. 

Mr.  Walter  Davidson,  who  is  the  senior  member  of  our  foreign 
staff  and  has  done  magnificent  service  for  many  years  first  in 
Russia  and  then  in  Siberia,  recently  left  London  for  Finland,  where 
he  is  waiting  for  the  earliest  opportunity  to  proceed  to  Petrograd 
and  reorganize  the  Society's  depot  in  that  city.  Mr.  Davidson 
believes  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  door  will  open 
for  a  very  wide  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  in  Russia.  Meantime 
he  has  had  most  friendly  interviews  with  the  Archbishop  of  Finland, 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commission  of  the  Finnish 
Ministry  of  Education,  and  with  the  Minister  of  the  Esthonian 
Republic  at  Helsingfors. 

Altogether  the  B.F.B.S.  has  circulated  about  twenty  million 
volumes  in  Russian  or  Slavonic,  besides  270,000  in  Ruthenian.  It 
has  also  issued  versions  of  Scripture  in  Ossete  and  Yakut,  as  well 
as  in  more  than  a  dozen  dialects  spoken  by  Tatar  tribes  in 
Russia  and  Siberia,  besides  producing  very  large  editions  of  the 
Bible  in  languages  like  Finnish,  Lettish,  Lithuanian,  Esthonian, 
Livonian,  Polish,  Georgian  and  Armenian — spoken  in  the  border- 
provinces  of  the  former  Russian  Empire. 
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For  Hungary. 

Last  autumn  a  letter  reached  the  Bible  House 
which  was  addressed  to  the  British  Military  Repre 
sentative  in  Budapest,  and  signed  by  the  Bishops- 
president  of  the  Lutheran  and  the  Reformed 
Churches  of  Hungary.  This  letter  states 

"  Since  the  beginning  of  the  year  1916  the  Protestant  Churches 
of  Hungary  could  not  obtain  Bibles  in  the  Hungarian  language. 
Our  country  being  materially  ruined,  our  people  are  sighing  and 
longing  for  the  Word  of  the  Lord  our  God,  and  the  want  of  the 
Holy  Bible  is  keenly  felt.  We  implore,  therefore,  your  kind  inter 
cession  that  a  large  quantity  of  Holy  Bibles  may  be  sent  to  us 
by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  at  the  lowest  price,  and 
as  soon  as  possible." 

In  Rome* 

One  significant  ecclesiastical  event  of  the  past 
year  at  Rome  has  been  the  Pope's  command  that 
in  the  churches  in  Rome  the  Gospel  shall  be  read 
henceforth  in  Italian. 

This  was  announced  in  the  Osservatore  Romano  of  March  9th, 
1919.  The  article  states  that  His  Holiness  Benedict  XV,  before 
he  became  Pope,  did  everything  in  his  power  to  promote  the 
diffusion  of  the  Word  of  God.  He  was  President  of  the  Pia 
Societa  di  San  Girolamo,  and  as  Archbishop  of  Bologna  he  ordered 
a  weekly  distribution  in  the  churches  of  leaflets  containing  the 
Gospel  for  the  day  in  Italian.  His  Holiness  is  anxious  that  only 
the  Gospel,  and  the  whole  Gospel,  should  be  preached.  Now, 
acting  on  his  orders,  the  Vicar-General  has  written  to  all  the  clergy 
in  Borne,  exhorting  them  to  intensify  their  work  of  expounding 
the  Gospel  and  ordering  that  in  all  their  churches  at  low  Mass 
the  priest,  after  having  read  the  Gospel  in  Latin  as  usual,  should 
turn  to  the  people  and  in  a  loud  and  distinct  voice  read  it  also 
in  Italian.  In  addition  to  this,  the  St.  Jerome  Society,  beginning 
with  the  first  Sunday  in  Lent,  was  to  distribute  leaflets  containing 
passages  from  the  Gospels,  with  notes  and  exhortations — ordinarily 
the  lections  for  the  day,  though  others  might  be  chosen.  The 
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Pope  has  also  sent  a  letter  to  Cardinal  Cassetta,  of  the  St.  Jerome 
Society,  in  which  His  Holiness  says  :  "  May  the  Holy  Book  enter 
Christian  families,  and  there  be  the  precious  jewel  sought  after 
and  jealously  guarded  by  all,  so  that  the  faithful,  habituated  to 
the  daily  reading  and  comment,  may  learn  to  live  worthily,  in 
all  things  pleasing  to  God." 

Four  Eastern  Archbishops. 

The  Eastern  Churches  are  appealing  to  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society  for  supplies  of  the 
editions  of  the  Scriptures  which  they  so  sorely 
need  after  the  havoc  and  ruin  of  war.  In  the 
course  of  the  last  few  months  four  different  Eastern 
Archbishops  have  approached  the  Bible  House  with 
this  object  in  view. 

The  Archbishop  of  Athens,  during  his  recent 
visit  to  London,  made  proposals  for  a  fresh  version 
in  Modern  Greek,  in  co-operation  with  the  Society, 
to  meet  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  Hellenic  King 
dom.  In  Greece  the  circulation  of  the  vernacular 
Scriptures  is  increasing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  The 
Orthodox  priests  are  beginning  to  realize  that  their 
hungry  sheep  must  be  fed.  Often  a  priest  may  be 
found  in  our  depot  at  Athens  buying  60,  70,  80,  or 
100  New  Testaments  or  Gospels,  to  distribute 
amongst  his  people. 

The  Archbishop  of  Trebizorid — that  ancient  city 
where  Xenophon  and  his  ten  thousand  retreating 
Greeks  at  length  sighted  the  Black  Sea — visited  the 
Bible  House  in  London  just  before  last  Christmas, 
in  order  to  familiarize  himself  with  the  scope  of 
the  Society's  operations. 

Early  in  1920  a  letter  was  received  at  the  London 
Bible  House  from  Archbishop  Chrysostom  of 
Smyrna,  earnestly  begging  for  a  diglot  edition  of 
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the  New  Testament  giving  the  Ancient  Greek  text 
side  by  side  with  the  Modern  Greek  version  of 
Bambas,  and  wishing  the  Society  "still  greater 
success  in  the  prosecution  of  its  glorious  work." 
A  cordial  reply  was  sent  by  cable  to  Smyrna, 
promising  that  our  Society  would  at  once  prepare 
a  fresh  edition  of  this  diglot  New  Testament.  The 
expense  involved  will  be  nearly  £1,000.  In  a  letter 
of  gratitude,  dated  April  25th  (May  8th)  the  Arch 
bishop  writes  : 

"  The  edition  which  your  progress-loving  Society  has  been  pleased 
to  undertake  will  inaugurate  a  new  era  for  all  Greeks,  for  whose 
religious  needs  the  preaching  in  church  cannot  suffice.  The  Holy 
Bible,  especially  the  New  Testament,  translated  properly  and 
intelligibly,  can  be  the  pocket-treasure  of  the  unlearned  and  of  the 
day  labourer,  can  enter  all  the  strata  of  society,  a  simple  and 
unostentatious  thing  indeed,  yet  powerful,  like  some  leaven  that 
leavens  the  whole  lump.  May  God  be  with  you  and  your  work." 

The  Archbishop  of  Syria,  Severius  Aphrem 
Barsaum,  whose  ecclesiastical  headquarters  are  at 
Horns,  called  at  the  Bible  House  during  a  visit  to 
London  in  March,  1920.  He  was  much  impressed 
by  what  he  saw  in  the  Library  and  Warehouse, 
and  expressed  his  delight  with  the  proof-sheets 
of  the  new  edition  of  the  Syriac  New  Testament, 
which  the  Society  is  just  publishing.  The  Arch 
bishop  requested  that  copies  of  this  Syriac  Testament 
and  of  the  corresponding  edition  of  the  Syriac 
Gospels  be  sent  out  for  use  among  distressed 
Syrians.  He  spoke  warmly  of  the  great  help  which 
the  Bible  Society  had  given  to  his  people,  and  prayed 
that  God's  blessing  might  rest  upon  its  work. 

At  a  meeting  to  celebrate  the  centenary  of  our  Madras  Auxiliary, 
held  at  Coonoor  in  May,  1920,  Bishop  Abraham,  of  the  Syrian  Church 
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in  Travancore,  bore  warm  testimony  to  what  the  Bible  Society  had 
done  for  the  Malayalam  country,  and  especially  for  the  Syrian 
community  there.  He  stated  that  as  soon  as  the  Society  provided 
his  Church  with  the  vernacular  Bible,  it  not  only  began  to  revive, 
bat  an  enthusiasm  for  missionary  work  was  kindled  in  the  hearts  of 
its  members. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  Society's  circula 
tion  is  that  every  year  it  becomes  more  distinctly 
missionary  in  character.  To-day,  in  the  ancient 
East,  where  the  tents  have  been  struck  and  the 
great  caravan  of  humanity  is  again  on  the  march, 
men  are  stretching  out  their  hands  for  God's  Book. 

India* 

The  name  India  stands  not  so  much  for  a  country 
as  for  a  continent  which  is  as  large  as  Europe  west 
of  the  Vistula.  This  vast  and  variegated  territory 
is  the  home  of  a  teeming  population.  India  contains 
about  one-fifth  of  the  human  race.  Its  peoples 
differ  in  race,  in  language,  in  creed,  in  dress,  in 
custom,  in  temperament,  in  civilization,  as  widely 
as  the  various  nations  of  Europe.  The  Tamil, 
the  Gurkha,  the  Burman,  the  Santal,  are  as  unlike 
each  other  as  the  Hungarian,  the  Dutchman,  the 
Italian,  and  the  Gipsy. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  India  hardly  one  person 
in  a  thousand  calls  himself  a  Christian  ;  but  every 
fifth  person  calls  himself  a  Moslem.  Most  of  the 
remainder  are  classed  vaguely  as  holding  some  form 
or  other  of  Hinduism ;  yet  Hinduism  may  mean 
anything — from  a  subtle  philosophy  to  an  obscene 
nature  worship.  Among  our  fellow-subjects  in 
India  there  are  tribes  which  use  stone  weapons, 
tribes  which  live  on  carrion,  and  tribes  which 
worship  demons. 
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More  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  languages — not 
mere  dialects,  but  languages  as  different  from  each 
other,  at  least,  as  French  is  from  Spanish — are 
spoken  in  our  Indian  Empire.  The  Bible  Society 
has  already  published  or  circulated  the  Scriptures 
in  about  a  hundred  of  these  Indian  languages— 
which  are  current  among  250,000,000  people. 

In  India  and  Ceylon  we  distributed  last  year  more 
than  a  million  and  a  half  copies  of  the  Scriptures. 
This  represents  an  advance  of  over  twenty  per  cent, 
on  the  figures  for  1918,  which  themselves  con 
stituted  a  record.  Several  different  causes  have 
combined  in  bringing  about  so  notable  a  result. 
The  population,  as  a  whole,  has  been  prosperous  ; 
missionaries  in  India  are  paying  greater  attention 
to  colportage ;  and,  amid  acute  political  unrest,  there 
certainly  appears  a  deepening  spirit  of  religious 
inquiry.  On  the  threshold  of  a  new  era  of  Indian 
administration,  it  is  surely  of  good  omen  that  the 
close  of  the  present  regime  shows  so  striking  a 
growth  in  the  desire  for  the  printed  Gospel. 

China* 

A  country  which  contains  nearly  a  quarter  of 
mankind  must  needs  be  too  vast  and  bewildering 
for  Western  observers  to  comprehend.  Their  best 
sympathy  is  baffled  by  the  enormous  paradox  of 
China.  On  the  one  hand,  they  recognize  the 
universal  reverence  for  ancestors  and  the  patri 
archal  family  system  which  constitute  the  soul  of 
China's  immemorial  civilization,  and  which  have 
schooled  countless  generations  into  gentleness  and 
wisdom.  On  the  other  hand,  they  see  the  Chinese 
race,  like  a  swarm  of  ants,  toiling  incessantly,  with 
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an  inhuman  capacity  for  monotonous  labour,  to 
gain  the  barest  means  of  frugal  existence,  and 
threatening  the  outside  world  with  ruthless  eco 
nomic  competition — which  is  the  real  Yellow  Peril. 
Nowhere  else  on  earth  has  the  Gospel  such  bound 
less  possibilities. 

In  China  our  circulation  last  year  rose  to  the 
astonishing  figure  of  3,290,000  volumes.  This  huge 
total  is  the  highest  hitherto  recorded.  Over  3,200,000 
of  the  books  consisted  of  portions  of  Scripture, 
mainly  Gospels,  which  were  sold  by  colportage 
in  Chinese  cities  and  villages  and  hamlets.  More 
over,  these  sales  would  have  been  considerably 
higher,  if  our  stocks  at  Shanghai  could  have  been 
increased.  In  other  words,  the  circulation  repre 
sents  not  so  much  the  Chinese  demand  for  the 
Scriptures,  but  rather  the  extent  to  which  our 
Society  has  been  able  to  meet  that  demand. 

The  President  of  the  Chinese  Republic,  Hsu  Shih 
Chang,  sent  the  following  cabled  message  last  year 
to  the  American  Bible  Society  :— 

"The  instruction  concerning  all  virtue,  as  contained  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures  of  the  religion  of  Jesus,  has  truly  exerted  an  unlimited 
influence  for  good  among  all  Christians  in  China,  and  has  also  raised 
the  standard  of  all  my  people  along  lines  of  true  progress.  I 
earnestly  hope  that  the  future  benefits  derived  from  the  Holy 
Scriptures  will  extend  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  and  transcend 
the  success  of  the  past." 

For  Missions. 

In  every  corner  of  the  mission  field  the  Bible 
Society  is  working  in  happy  co-operation  with  those 
whom  the  Church  at  home  sends  forth  to  preach 
the  kingdom  of  God.  At  the  capital  of  Uganda 
last  summer  a  new  cathedral  was  consecrated ;  and 
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built  into  the  summit  of  its  dome  is  a  brick,  taken 
from  the  foundation  of  the  little  house  which 
Alexander  Mackay  had  erected  with  his  own  hands 
in  the  earliest  days  of  the  mission.  That  heroic 
pioneer  made  and  printed  the  first  version  of  the 
Gospel  in  the  speech  of  the  savage  folk  among  whom 
he  lived  and  died.  Surely  it  is  a  living  parable  of 
missionary  progress  when  the  foundation  thus 
becomes  also  the  top-stone.  The  Synod  of  the 
Church  of  Uganda,  which  met  last  autumn,  sent 
an  official  letter  to  the  Bible  Society  conveying 
"the  gratitude  of  the  whole  Church  of  Uganda 
for  all  the  invaluable  help  freely  given  from  the 
beginning  of  the  mission.  Indeed,  one  had  only 
to  look  round  the  Synod  Hall  to  see  a  living  example 
of  what  the  Society  has  done  for  the  Central  African 
Church,  containing  a  congeries  of  kingdoms,  peoples, 
tribes,  and  tongues." 

The  service  which  the  Bible  Society  is  privileged 
to  render  to  Christian  missions  in  all  lands  was 
aptly  expressed  by  Dr.  Westcott,  Bishop  of  Calcutta 
and  Metropolitan  of  India,  when  he  wrote  in 
May,  1920,  to  accept  the  post  of  Yice-President : 
"  There  can  be  no  missionary  who  does  not  recognize 
the  invaluable  service  which  your  Society  renders 
to  the  cause  of  Christ  in  every  part  of  the  world. 
Our  work  as  missionaries  would  be  terribly,  handi 
capped  but  for  the  fact  that  your  Society  places 
in  our  hands  the  Word  of  God  translated  into  the 
mother-tongues  of  those  to  whom  we  are  sent.  It 
has  always  been  a  pleasure  to  me  to  help  forward 
in  any  way  in  my  power  the  work  of  your  Society, 
and  I'  am  rejoiced  to  stand  in  this  close  official 
connexion  with  it." 

35 


THE  FIELD   IS  THE  WORLD 

In  Southern  Nigeria. 

A  Conference  on  the  Union  Ibo  version  of  the 
Bible,  called  by  our  Society,  met  in  December, 
1919,  at  Onitsha,  the  headquarters  of  the  C.M.S. 
Niger  Mission.  Among  those  present  were  Bishop 
Tugwell,  Archdeacon  Crowther,  and  twenty  other 
representatives  of  various  missions.  Their  final 
resolution  was  carried  unanimously,  the  members 
all  standing :  "  This  Conference  further  desires  to 
record  its  appreciation  of  the  courage,  foresight, 
and  liberality  of  the  Committee  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society  in  assuming  financial 
responsibility  for  the  publication  of  this  version 
of  the  Scriptures,  which  was  recognized  at  the  time 
to  be  a  venture  of  faith."  Since  the  version 
was  first  published  in  1913,  the  Society  has  been 
printing  and  sending  out  to  West  Africa  about 
10,000  Union  Ibo  Bibles  every  year.  The  demand 
is  increasing  so  rapidly  that  our  secretary  at  Lagos 
suggests  that  we  should  print  15,000  of  these  Bibles 
for  each  of  the  next  two  years,  and  20,000  for  the 
year  after. 

From  Port  Harcourt,  Nigeria,  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Dodds,  of  the 
Primitive  Methodist  Mission,  Bende,  wrote  on  July  26th,  1919,  asking 
for  2,500  Bibles  in  the  Union  Ibo  version.  A  further  letter  dated 
August  7th  asks  for  2,500  more — making  5,000  Bibles  altogether, 
Mr.  Dodds  says  :  "  Since  writing  on  July  28th,  we  have  received 
a  consignment  of  900  Bibles,  of  which  600  came  to  me  for  distri 
bution.  In  spite  of  exercising  rigid  control,  and  so  giving  hardly 
any  town  the  number  of  Bibles  it  desired,  I  got  rid  of  the  whole 
lot  in  three  days.  Indeed,  I  sold  120  in  the  first  hour,  and  120  again 
in  another  hour  of  the  second  day.  My  book-store  was  packed  with 
folk  all  eagerly  seeking  Bibles ;  and  even  after  all  the  books  were 
gone,  people  still  came  in  streams,  sometimes  pleading  and  begging 
that  I  would  sell  just  one — an  impossibility  of  course.  Even  at  this 
moment  of  writing,  a  man  has  come  to  my  doorstep  seeking  Bibles. 
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All  are  asking  when  the  next  consignment  is  due.  I  have,  therefore, 
no  hesitation  in  ordering  5,000  copies.  In  fact,  I  doubt  if  this 
is  enough.  We  are  shortly  going  to  place  three  more  European 
missionaries  in  the  Ibo  country,  all  in  parts  where  we  have  had 
churches  for  a  number  of  years.  I  anticipate  a  very  great  demand 
for  Bibles." 

In  Ceylon* 

The  Rev.  W.  J.  Noble,  acting- chair  man  of  the 
W.M.M.S.  in  South  Ceylon,  from  his  wide  and  varied 
missionary  experience  writes : 

"  Despite  all  kinds  of  competition,  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures 
in  the  vernacular  holds  its  own.  In  our  personal  experience,  we 
are  continually  surprised  and  cheered  by  the  remarkable  demand 
for  the  Book ;  it  is  bought  in  places  where  preachers  rarely  go  ; 
it  becomes  the  possession  of  people  who  have  but  small  opportunity 
of  hearing  the  spoken  word ;  it  carries  its  message  of  salvation  and 
comfort  and  hope  wherever  it  penetrates ;  it  is  one,  and  one  of  the 
most  important,  of  the  agencies  which  are  surely  bringing  this  land 
to  the  knowledge  of  God." 

In  Samoa, 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  at  their 
annual  meeting  in  May,  1920,  by  the  L.M.S. 
missionaries  in  Samoa  :— 

"We  thank  the  B.F.B.S.  for  their  promise  to  send  at  once  a  con 
signment  of  Samoan  Bibles.  We  are  very  grateful  to  the  Society  for 
its  efforts  to  meet  the  special  requirements  of  this  Mission.  We 
would  point  out,  however,  that  this  consignment  will  scarcely  touch 
our  urgent  needs  at  the  present  time.  We  require  a  large  stock  of 
Samoan  Bibles,  in  two  standard  bindings,  for  the  general  use  of  our 
people,  and  especially  for  the  younger  generation  in  our  schools. 
We  ask,  therefore,  that  the  B.F.B.S.  will  send  at  once  1,000  16mo 
Bibles,  in  plain  bindings,  at  3s.  6d.,  and  500  8vo  Bibles,  in  strong  plain 
bindings,  at  6s.  6d." 

In  Belgian  Congo* 

The  Rev.  Dr.  F.  B.  Meyer,  acting-director  and 
general  secretary  of  the  Regions  Beyond  Missionary 
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Union,  writes  in  reference  to  500  copies  of  St.  Luke 
and  St.  John  in  Eleku,  which  our  Society  has  printed 
for  and  despatched  to  R.B.M.U.  missionaries  on  the 
Congo:  "We  desire  to  thank  the  B.F.B.S.  for  the 
noble  help  they  have  given  us  in  this  matter,  and 
also  given  us  for  many  years.  It  has  been  indeed  a 
service  of  unqualified  usefulness  and  seed-sowing,  the 
harvest  of  which  will  be  reaped  through  many  years 
to  come." 

In  Argentina* 

Mr.  E.  A.  Strange  writes:  "Thanks  to  the  Bible 
Society,  every  facility  has  been  provided  for  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments  for  evangelizing  the  islands  in 
the  delta  of  the  River  Parana.  To  the  missionary 
this  is  a  great  asset,  which  permits  him  to  give 
where  the  people  through  poverty  are  not  able  to 
buy.  The  area  of  this  delta  comprises  about  200 
square  miles,  including  land  and  water,  and  the  popu 
lation  may  be  about  12,000,  composed  of  different 
nationalities,  the  majority  knowing  Spanish.  During 
four  years  of  evangelization  with  the  Gospel  launch 
Good  Neios  the  majority  of  homes  in  the  islands  have 
been  visited.  In  each  of  these  homes  a  Bible  or  a 
Testament  has  been  bought ;  or,  if  not,  some  portion 
of  God's  Word  has  been  left." 

Pioneering  for  Pioneers. 

Ruanda  is  a  region  on  the  roof  of  Central 
Africa,  which  constitutes  a  kind  of  watershed 
where  streams  divide  that  find  their  way  into 
different  oceans  at  last.  Its  lofty  mountains  lie 
to  the  north  of  Lake  Tanganyika  and  to  the  west 
of  the  Victoria  Nyanza.  According  to  German 
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geographers,  this  territory  contains  the  true  fountain 
of  the  Nile.  The  pioneer  Evangelical  mission  to 
Ruanda  was  undertaken  in  1906  by  the  Evan 
gelical  Missionary  Society  for  German  East  Africa, 
in  which  territory  it  was  then  included.  Since  the 
war,  this  region  has  been  assigned  to  Belgian 
Congo.  The  C.M.S.  has  just  undertaken  to  found 
a  new  medical  mission  in  the  field  of  the  former 
German  mission  to  Ruanda.  The  fresh  venture 
will  be  facilitated  by  the  version  of  the  four 
Gospels  in  the  Ruanda  language,  translated  by  the 
Rev.  Karl  Roehl,  which  our  Society  had  printed 
and  published  just  before  the  war.  This  Bantu 
language  is  akin  to  Nyoro,  and  is  understood  by 
negro  tribes  which  probably  number  three  millions. 

"  Even  in  the  heart  of  Africa  among  savage  tribes,"  writes  the 
Rev.  G.  H.  Hewitt,  of  the  U.M.C.A.,  from  Msoro,  in  Northern 
Rhodesia,  '  •  the  Gospel  has  a  directness  of  appeal  hardly  realized 
by  those  living  in  civilization."  He  had  returned  from  a  tour  of 
some  200  miles  in  the  country  of  the  A-nsenga,  selling  the  first 
copies  of  the  first  book  of  Scripture — the  Gospel  of  St.  Mark — just 
published  by  our  Society  in  the  Nsenga  language.  The  little  book, 
priced  by  the  missionaries  at  a  tickie  (3d  ),  was  commonly  bartered 
for  flour,  eggs,  a  hen,  a  basket  of  mealies  or  of  monkey  nuts,  and  he 
found  that  his  supply  fell  short  of  the  eagerness  of  the  villagers. 

A  Missionary  Bishop. 

During  the  present  summer,  the  Bishop  of  Mombasa 
described  how  he  had  just  attended  a  consecration 
service  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  when  five  new  Angli 
can  bishops  were  set  apart  for  their  work — four  of 
them  for  work  abroad.  "  He  declared  that  not  one 
of  those  four  bishops  would  be  able  to  carry  on 
his  work  without  the  assistance  of  the  Bible  Society. 
In  every  part  of  the  world  people  were  absolutely 
dependent  on  the  Society  for  the  different  versions 
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they  needed  in  their  various  languages.  In  that 
part  of  Africa  from  which  he  came,  the  Bible  was 
practically  the  only  book  the  natives  had  to  read. 
Though  the  Scriptures  were  sold,  they  were  sold 
at  much  below  their  cost  price ;  the  people  were 
only  too  ready  to  buy  them  at  the  small  price 
which  was  charged  for  them." 

When  the  first  edition  of  the  Bengali  New 
Testament  was  ready  to  be  issued  from  the  mission 
press  at  Serampore,  William  Ward  exclaimed 
exultantly :  "  We  are  now  sending  out  two  thou 
sand  missionaries,  of  whose  success  I  dare  not 
doubt."  "  If  I  were  a  missionary,"  said  one  repre 
sentative  Hindu,  "  I  would  not  argue ;  I  would 
give  the  people  the  New  Testament  and  say, 
Read  that."  At  least  it  is  certain  that  for  myriads 
of  heathen  folk  the  Four  Evangelists  are  and 
must  be  the  only  evangelists ;  across  wide  areas 
of  the  wilderness  no  other  voice  but  theirs  calls 
men  to  God. 
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"7  believe  we  may  credit  one  great  superiority  of 
England  over  other  countries  to  the  circumstance  that 
there  the  Holy  Scripture  is  found  in  every  house,  as  is  the 
case  nowhere  else  in  the  world,  and  is,  so  to  speak,  the  good 
genius  of  the  place,  the  protecting  spirit  of  the  domestic 
hearth  and  family" — DR.  J.  VON  DOLLINGER  :  Lectures 
on  the  Reunion  of  the  Churches,  translated  by  H.  N. 
Oxenham,  p.  128. 

A  HUNDRED  years  ago,  when  roads  were  miry  and 
shops  were  scarce  and  markets  lay  far  apart,  the 
pedlar  and  the  packman  did  a  thriving  trade  as 
they  plodded  along  English  lanes.  Autolycus  and 
his  wandering  brethren  prospered  and  drove  bar 
gains  in  every  village  and  hamlet,  and  sold  laces 
and  ballads  as  they  had  sold  them  to  generations 
of  rustic  folk.  Right  down  to  the  days  of  our 
grandmothers,  in  the  countryside  which  George 
Eliot  pictured,  the  pedlar  did  a  thriving  trade ;  and 
although  to-day  the  railway  and  the  parcels  post 
have  handicapped  him  cruelly,  he  lingers  on  in  the 
lonelier  corners  of  modern  England. 

Now  in  most  countries  the  mass  of  the  population 
is  not  congested  into  swarming  centres  of  industry ; 
the  people  live  on  the  land,  and  are  dispersed  over 
its  broad  surface.  European  Russia,  for  example,  is  a 
country  where  only  about  two-fifths  of  the  vast  area 
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is  cultivated,  and  eighty  per  cent,  of  the  huge  popu 
lation  dwell  in  scattered  villages  and  hamlets.  The 
boundaries  of  what  was  formerly  Austria-Hungary 
include  not  more  than  six  cities  which  are  as  large 
as  Leicester.  In  India  nine-tenths  of  the  teeming 
multitudes  are  peasants  who  till  the  soil.  John 
Bright  once  declared  that  the  nation  lives  in  the 
cottage :  and  over  the  earth,  as  a  whole,  it  is  also 
true  that  the  cottage  stands  in  the  village  and  not 
in  the  big  town. 

To  reach  the  homes  of  the  world  with  God's  Book, 
the  Bible  Society  organizes  and  maintains  in  most 
countries  a  staff  of  travelling  colporteurs.  Now  a 
colporteur  is  practically  a  pedlar,  whose  pack  con 
tains  nothing  but  Bibles  and  Testaments,  Gospels 
and  Psalters,  printed  in  the  languages  that  are 
spoken  in  the  regions  where  he  travels.  He  tramps 
from  town  to  town  and  village  to  village,  and  calls 
at  the  scattered  dwellings  that  lie  between,  offering 
his  cheap  little  books  from  door  to  door. 

Unlike  the  missionary,  who  is  generally  a 
foreigner,  the  colporteur  is  almost  always  a  native 
of  the  land  in  which  he  labours.  He  moves  among 
his  own  people,  talking  their  homely  mother-tongue. 
He  understands  their  ways  of  thinking  and  their 
quaint  terms  of  speech,  and  his  reports  and  phrases 
are  racy  of  the  soil.  But  the  colporteur  is  also  a 
real  evangelist.  For  he  is  chosen,  not  merely 
because  of  his  gifts  as  a  shrewd  hawker,  but 
because  he  has  learnt  to  know  and  love  the  Book 
which  he  carries.  Its  power  dwells  in  his  heart  and 
its  message  lives  on  his  lips  ;  and  when  he  sells  a 
Gospel  he  can  add  his  own  warm  living  words  of 
witness  to  the  Redeemer  whom  it  proclaims.  At 
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the  same  time,  it  is  no  part  of  his  duty  to  make 
proselytes  or  to  detach  adherents  from  any  Chris 
tian  communion.  He  has  instructions  to  avoid  con 
troversy,  as  far  as  possible.  And  the  peace  of  God 
follows  him  while  he  wanders,  and  abides  with  him 
where  he  enters  in. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  on  the  Bible  Society's  col 
porteurs  the  sun  never  sets.  About  1,000  of  these 
wandering  Biblemen  are  busy  continuously,  from 
January  to  December.  In  heathen  lands  they  act 
as  pioneers  of  the  missionaries,  with  whom  they 
closely  co-operate.  Last  year,  by  means  of  col- 
portage,  our  Society  placed  nearly  five  and  a  quarter 
million  volumes  in  the  hands  of  people  speaking 
hundreds  of  different  tongues.  This  result,  which 
is  a  quartor  of  a  million  greater  than  in  1918, 
appears  the  more  remarkable  when  we  recollect 
that  in  Central  and  Eastern  Europe,  as  well  as  in 
Russia  and  Siberia,  hardly  any  of  our  colporteurs 
have  as  yet  been  able  to  resume  their  work  since 
the  war. 

If  we  could  accompany  these  pilgrims  on  their 
propaganda,  we  should  see  them  under  curious 
and  picturesque  conditions  and  trying  experiences. 
They  are  drawn  from  many  different  races,  they 
wear  strange  garments  and  speak  strange  tongues. 
They  visit  palm-thatched  huts  in  Java  and  lonely 
homesteads  in  Brazil,  and  crowded  fairs  in  Spain. 
They  win  their  way  among  Russian  immigrants  in 
Canada,  among  throngs  of  devotees  at  idol  festivals 
in  India,  among  coal-miners  and  schoolboys  in 
Japan.  One  man  rides  with  camels  across  the 
deserts  of  Central  Asia.  Another  travels  by  motor 
car  in  Western  Australia.  Another  wades  through 
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swamps  reeking  with  miasma  in  South  America. 
Another  ventures  in  a  frail  canoe  down  tropical 
rivers  infested  with  alligators.  An  Italian  colpor 
teur  plods  along  the  footpaths  of  Urnbria,  making 
his  centre  at  Assisi,  fragrant  with  memories  of 
St.  Francis.  A  Peruvian  colporteur  has  his  home 
among  the  snowy  peaks  of  the  Andes  at  Cerro  de 
Pasco,  which  is  described  as  the  highest  city  in 
the  world. 

The  colporteur's  duty  is  110  holiday  task.  He  has 
to  brave  hardships  and  dangers  not  a  few  in  countries 
where  bigotry  and  superstition  still  have  power  to 
persecute  those  who  bear  lamps  into  their  darkness. 
Last  year  in  Cairo  two  colporteurs  were  severely 
beaten  during  the  political  riots.  In  Persia  another 
was  plundered  by  bandits.  Another  was  searched 
and  robbed  -by  highwaymen  outside  Palermo. 
Another,  in  Burma,  had  his  house  burned  over  his 
head.  In  Venezuela  two  colporteurs  were  arrested 
as  suspected  revolutionists.  In  Colombia  three 
were  imprisoned  for  selling  the  Scriptures,  under 
a  law  which  forbids  the  circulation  of  "  immoral " 
literature. 

In  recent  months  we  have  learned  more  about  the 
war-adventures  of  our  colporteurs  in  the  Near  East. 
One  man,  for  example,  had  his  headquarters  at 
Mosul,  on  the  Tigris,  just  opposite  the  mounds  which 
cover  Sennacherib's  palace  at  Nineveh.  He  was 
stoned  and  imprisoned  and  horribly  tortured,  and 
finally  left  for  dead  among  the  corpses  of  his  friends, 
who  had  been  shot  down  in  cold  blood  by  Kurds. 
Yet  he  escaped,  and  lay  in  hiding  until  the  Armis 
tice.  To-day  this  man  is  once  more  distributing  the 
Scriptures  at  Mosul,  and  he  writes :  "  I  would  not 
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give  up  my  present  post  for  the  highest  and  richest 
position  on  earth." 

Behind  the  Lebanon  range  in  Syria  a  wide  region 
known  as  the  Hauran  stretches  towards  Damascus. 
Colporteur  Musa,  who  is  a  Syrian  Christian  by  birth, 
has  spent  a  dozen  years  in  the  Society's  service, 
distributing  the  Scriptures  among  the  villages  in 
that  region.  After  our  depot  at  Damascus  had 
perforce  been  closed  by  the  war,  Musa  made  several 
journeys  across  the  mountains  to  Beirut,  where  he 
obtained  fresh  supplies  of  books  from  the  American 
Mission  Press.  Once  the  Turks  arrested  him  as  a 
spy,  and  for  weeks  he  suffered  terrible  cruelties  in 
prison.  Returning  to  his  native  village,  Musa  found 
over  fifty  Armenian  families  who  had  been  exiled 
there  and  left  destitute  and  starving.  He  devoted 
himself  to  relieve  their  deplorable  condition,  riding 
again  and  again  to  Beirut  to  fetch  them  food  and 
money.  For  three  long  years  before  the  Armistice 
these  Armenian  exiles  were  thus  kept  alive  by  our 
faithful  colporteur.  He  is  now  busy  once  more  at 
his  Bible-selling — a  humble,  zealous  member  of  the 
Society's  staff. 

The  spirit  of  our  Bible-sellers  reflects  the  Gospel 
which  they  are  spreading  abroad.  "  Do  you  want 
to  make  us  all  Christians  ? "  asked  one  angry  man 
to  whom  the  Scriptures  were  offered  in  Cairo. 
"Yes,  I  want  you  all  to  know  the  love  of  Jesus," 
replied  the  colporteur,  and  he  went  on  telling  simply 
the  story  of  Divine  love,  until  twenty-five  books 
were  bought  by  those  who  listened. 

Colporteur  George  Kaoustos  spends  many  of  his 
evenings  in  Cairo  visiting  the  cafes,  bars,  and 
such-like  resorts,  seeking  to  interest  men  in  the 

45  D 


THE  FIELD  IS  THE  WORLD 

Gospel.  He  is  careful  to  avoid  argument  or  dis 
cussion.  His  one  great  theme  is  the  love  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus,  and  in  this  he  labours  alike  with 
Moslem  and  Jew.  "  Why  do  you  bring  such  sacred 
books  into  this  drinking  den  ? "  asked  one  man 
with  whom  he  had  opened  conversation.  The 
answer  was,  "  To  lead  you  to  know  Him  and  His 
deliverance." 

In  the  same  city  an  Egyptian  took  an  Arabic 
Bible,  and  after  reading  the  first  page  he  said : 
"  We  do  not  need  this.  The  world  is  upside  down, 
and  you  still  talk  about  salvation  through  Jesus 
Christ.  Let  us  see  what  will  be  the  end  of  the 
Egyptian  problem."  The  colporteur  replied,  "  All 
life's  problems  can  best  be  settled  for  us  by 
Him." 

In  Persia  a  certain  sayid,  wearing  the  green 
turban  which  denotes  a  descendant  of  the  Prophet, 
asked  a  colporteur,  "  What  is  the  purpose  of  sell 
ing  these  books  so  cheap  ? "  Whereupon  another 
Moslem,  standing  at  the  door  of  his  house,  gave 
the  answer :  "  They  have  no  other  purpose  except 
to  lead  men  to  God  ? "  And  this  purpose  is  con 
stantly  being  fulfilled.  Last  year  a  Japanese  student 
wrote  to  our  sub-agent  at  Kobe :  "  I  am  spending 
rny  time  reading  the  Bible  I  bought  from  you. 
I  am  very  glad,  for  it  helps  me  nearer  and  nearer 
to  God." 

Biblemen  in  Burma. 

What  colportage  actually  involves  will  be  best 
realized  by  giving  a  few  details  about  some  one 
particular  country.  In  Burma  the  Society  has 
seventeen  native  colporteurs.  Last  year  they 
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travelled  17,000  miles,  visiting  99,000  houses  in 
nearly  5,000  towns  and  villages,  and  selling  nearly 
77,000  books. 

These  humble  faithful  men  endure  constant  hardships  from  the 
very  conditions  of  their  work.  For  nearly  nine  months  in  every 
twelve  great  tracts  of  Upper  Burma  are  arid  and  rainless,  and  a 
torrid  sun  pours  down  scorching  rays  out  of  a  cloudless  sky.  In 
Lower  Burma,  for  several  months  of  the  year  practically  the  whole 
of  the  cultivated  area  is  flooded ;  in  the  rainy  season  our  colporteurs 
often  have  to  struggle  across  paddy  fields  through  water  almost 
up  to  their  waists,  and  the  land  is  infested  with  malaria. 

Moreover,  our  Burmese  colporteurs  are  encountering  a  good  deal 
more  organized  opposition  and  hostility  than  ever  before.  Many 
believe  that  they  are  official  agents  engaged  to  spread  the  "  Govern 
ment  religion  "  ;  or  that  they  are  employed  to  scatter  plague-germs, 
and  so  reduce  the  population,  by  means  of  the  little  books. 

"  Though  you  were  the  Lieutenant- Governor  himself,"  shouted 
the  watchman  of  an  Upper  Burma  village,  enclosed  by  a  strong 
fence  of  prickly  thorns,  as  he  hastily  swung  to  the  creaky  gate, 
"  you  would  not  be  allowed  to  enter  this  village  after  the  sky 
has  closed.  And  you,  son  of  a  brash,  with  your  disease-spreading 
books,  camp  out  in  the  fields — it's  good  enough  for  such  as  you." 

Another  colporteur  writes:  "At  X,  the  village  thugyi  (headman) 
issued  an  order  that  no  one  was  to  supply  us  with  firewood,  rice 
or  water,  and  that  we  were  not  to  be  allowed  into  the  village  lest 
we  should  spread  the  plague.  We  had  to  sleep  all  night  out  in  the 
open,  and  it  was  only  after  the  sun  had  turned  (i.e.  afternoon) 
next  day  that  we  reached  a  village  where  we  could  get  food." 

In  another  village  the  inhabitants  came  out  with  dahs  (short 
swords)  and  pitchforks  and  kept  guard  over  the  forlorn  little  band 
of  workers,  allowing  no  communication  with  the  village  itself  until 
daylight  enabled  the  visitors  to  resume  their  journey.  Nevertheless 
quiet,  tactful,  Christian  patience  can  often  conquer  hostility.  Shwe 
Thvve,  our  Pyawbwe  colporteur,  writes  in  reference  to  a  certain 
village  :  "  When  I  first  visited  this  place  two  years  ago  I  was 
driven  out  of  it  with  hard  words  and  curses.  Now  I  have  many 
friends  here,  and  my  books  are  freely  bought." 

The  fear  of  hell,  like  the  fear  of  plague,  is  still  a  very  real 
thing  with  pious  Burmese  Buddhists.  Again  and  again  the 
same  objection  is  made  both  in  town  and  country:  "If  we  buy 
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your  books,  we  shall  see  hell";  or,  "If  we  read  these  books,  we 
shall  surely  be  thrown  into  the  nethermost  hell."  Sometimes  a 
witty  colporteur  will  override  the  objection  in  some  such  manner 
as  this :  "  Afraid  of  hell — why,  it  was  because  I  was  afraid  of  it  that 
I  became  a  Christian.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  one  who  can  lead 
you  to  the  true  Nirvana.  Who  knows  what  happens  even  to  your 
phongyis  (monks)  after  death,  though  they  have  worn  the  yellow 
robe — whether  they  will  become  a  beast  or  a  pyeitta  (goblin)  ?  " 
"  His  words  are  true,"  responded  some  one  in  the  crowd  with  a 
somewhat  grim  chuckle  ;  "  even  the  monks  are  liable  to  enter 
one  of  the  four  states  of  punishment.  Let  us  see  what  the  books 
say."  And  forthwith  the  salesman  was  able  to  dispose  of  over  forty 
books. 

"  There  is  wizardry  in  these  books  !  "  exclaimed  a  peasant  in 
Upper  Burma  to  some  women  who  were  looking  over  the  contents 
of  the  colporteur's  bag.  "  If  you  read  them,  they  will  drive  you 
mad.  I  have  known  several  people  who  became  Christians  simply 
through  reading  them."  "  That  is  very  wonderful,"  replied  one  of 
the  women  as  she  placed  her  coin  in  the  colporteur's  hand; 
"the  book  must  be  well  worth  reading."  Another  peasant  con 
fessed,  "  I  know  your  books  contain  the  truth ;  but  if  I  become  a 
Christian  my  people  will  cast  me  out."  "  But  this  book  says," 
replied  the  colporteur,  "  Him  that  cometh  unto  Me,  I  will  in  no 
wise  cast  out."  "I  know,  I  know,"  replied  the  man;  "  for  that 
reason  I  dare  not  read  it  "—and  he  fled  in  obvious  terror  of  handling 
the  volume, 

Nevertheless  these  Christian  pioneers  are  neither 
daunted  nor  defeated.  With  patient  courage  they 
endure  opposition  and  reviling  and  loneliness  as 
trials  which  belong  to  their  vocation,  while  they 
carry  forward  the  frontier  line  of  the  kingdom 
of  God. 

"  Don't  you  remember  me  ? "  said  a  villager  in 
Upper  Burma,  as  our  colporteur  passed  along  Hle- 
waing  village  street.  "  I  bought  a  little  book  from 
you  at  the  railway  station  some  months  ago,  but, 
unluckily,  I  lost  it.  Have  you  any  more  like  it?" 
"What  was  it  called?"  "I  don't  remember  its 
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name,  but  it  had  a  sentence  like  this,  Blessed  are 
the  humble-hearted.  It  was  a  good  book,  and  I 
have  been  waiting  for  the  chance  to  buy  another 
like  it."  And  he  bought  not  only  another  copy 
of  St.  Matthew,  but  the  other  three  Gospels  as 
well. 

Striking  testimony  to  the  printed  Gospel  in 
Burma  comes  from  the  Rev.  C.  R.  Purser  of  the 
S.P.G.  mission,  who  is  in  charge  of  a  new  station 
recently  established.  He  gives  an  enthusiastic 
account  of  the  results  of  our  Society's  work  in  that 
field.  Men  from  distant  villages  are  coming  to  the 
mission  headquarters  and  asking  for  baptism.  There 
have  been  numerous  cases  of  conversion.  The  towns 
of  Nattalin  and  Paungde  are  both  large  trade-centres 
where  on  market-days  hundreds  of  books  are  sold 
by  our  colporteur,  and  taken  out  to  distant  villages 
unreached  by  missionaries  or  catechists.  Only  the 
fewness  of  Christian  workers  prevents  a  great  mass 
movement. 

In  a  few  graphic  phrases  Mr.  Purser  sketches  the  story  of  a  Shan 
officer  of  Thebaw,  the  last  king  of  Burma.  This  officer,  who  still 
bears  his  commission  tattooed  round  his  waist,  was  once  a  bitter 
opponent  of  Christianity,  and  had  taken  a  solemn  oath  to  oppose 
it  to  the  end  of  his  days.  The  reading  of  a  Gospel  broke  down  his 
long-standing  prejudice,  and  this  old  officer  has  recently  been 
baptized  with  twenty-five  other  catechumens. 

Mr.  Purser  has  supplied  us  with  some  vivid  glimpses  of  the 
Burmese  colporteur  who  works  under  his  personal  superintendence. 
One  day  this  colporteur  wasiwalking  down  the  main  street  of  Paungde. 
He  had  done  the  same  thing  dozens  of  times  before,  with  his  pack 
on  his  back  and  a  few  books  in  his  hands.  This  time  he  happened 
to  be  carrying  a  few  Chinese  books.  He  is  very  short-sighted,  this 
old  colporteur,  and  he  probably  thought  they  were  Burmese 
Scriptures  he  was  carrying.  Anyway,  as  he  walked,  he  was  suddenly 
hailed  by  an  old  Chinaman  who  was  standing  at  the  side  of  the  road 
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under  the  shade  of  the  trees.  "  What  have  you  there  ?  "  asked  the 
Chinaman,  whereupon  the  colporteur  displayed  his  wares.  He  sold 
a  book  and  passed  on.  Some  days  later  the  colporteur  was  again 
passing  along  that  road  and  found  the  same  Chinaman  waiting.  He 
asked  the  colporteur  where  he  had  been  so  long;  he  had  been 
watching  that  road  for  days,  as  he  wanted  some  more  books  like  the 
last  one.  Having  supplied  him  with  what  Chinese  Gospels  he  had, 
the  colporteur  again  passed  on  his  way,  after  promising  to  stay 
with  the  old  Chinaman  whenever  he  was  in  that  neighbourhood. 
Thus  began  a  long  series  of  visits,  which  meant  nightly  talks  on 
religion. 

The  Chinaman  was  afterwards  introduced  to  Mr.  Purser,  who 
finally  baptized  him.  He  handed  over  to  Mr.  Purser  various  very 
valuable  Chinese  certificates,  which  belonged  to  him  as  the  leading 
man  of  the  local  Chinese  community,  and  testified  to  the  high 
position  he  had  in  various  Chinese  societies  :  "  I  cannot  keep  these 
and  be  a  Christian,"  he  said.  Two  months  later  he  came  again  to 
hand  over  to  Mr.  Purser  several  Chinese  volumes  relating  to  the 
worship  of  demons  ;  he  was  held  to  be  a  great  authority  on  this,  and 
it  brought  him  in  much  remuneration.  "  I  tried  to  hide  them,"  he 
said,  "but  my  spirit  finds  no  rest.  I  feel  it  is  all  against  God  ;  and 
though  I  prize  them,  I  know  I  shall  have  no  peace  till  I  have  handed 
them  over."  Such  is  this  new  Chinese  convert,  filled  with  the  peace 
which  comes  only  to  those  who  live  near  to  God. 


In  the  Land  of  Egypt* 

Nowhere  does  the  Society  occupy  a  centre  strate 
gically  more  important  than  the  Bible  House  at 
Port  Said,  where  two  continents  come  together 
and  the  East  and  the  West  meet  and  mingle.  In 
Egypt  itself,  we  circulated  last  year  nearly  80,000 
books,  of  which  over  34,000  volumes  were  sold  by 
our  colporteurs  in  that  country.  Port  Said,  which 
claims  to  be  the  largest  coaling  station  in  the  world, 
is  unique  as  a  centre  for  Bible  distribution.  In  the 
harbour,  where  the  Society  maintains  its  own  motor- 
launch,  Colporteur  Harvey  boarded  a  vessel  and 
asked  a  British  seaman  if  he  would  like  a  Bible. 
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The  sailor  replied,  "  Thank  you,  I  have  one  which 
I  have  had  for  thirty  years.  I  would  rather  go  on 
board  without  my  shirt  than  without  my  Bible." 

For  Abyssinian  Soldiers. 

In  the  depot  at  Port  Said  we  employ  an  Abyssinian  packer, 
Markos  by  name,  who  has  frequently  been  called  out  to  do  colportage 
among  Abyssinian  soldiers  as  they  pass  through  on  Italian  transports. 
When  he  was  not  allowed  on  board  a  vessel,  he  sold  books  from 
the  B.F.B.S.  launch  alongside,  using  a  string  and  a  basket.  From 
the  soldiers  on  the  decks  coins  were  passed  down  in  the  basket,  and 
books  sent  up.  Many  eyes  were  fixed  on  a  single  copy  of  the  opened 
book,  while  all  read  aloud  from  the  same  page.  To  one  transport 
no  fewer  than  183  volumes — including  35  Bibles  and  24  Testaments 
— were  sold  in  this  fashion,  in  eleven  different  languages. 

The  Italians  bring  Abyssinian  soldiers  from  Eritrea  and  land  them 
at  a  transit  camp  at  Port  Said.  Our  colporteur  visited  this  camp, 
and  great  was  the  delight  of  many  Abyssinian  soldiers  when  they 
saw  the  Scriptures  in  their  own  tongue.  "  One  came  running  up  to 
me  and  said,  '  Hast  thou  the  New  Testament  in  Ethiopic  ?  '  At 
once  I  produced  from  my  bag  the  volume,  which  he  took  in  his  hand 
and  kissed  many  times,  and  then  paid  me  the  price."  During  one 
visit  these  soldiers  bought  52  books,  in  eight  different  languages  and 
dialects  current  in  Abyssinia. 

In  the  Nile  Delta. 

On  this  rich  soil  the  fellaheen  live  packed  together 
with  a  density  of  nearly  nine  hundred  to  the  square 
mile.  The  Government  schools  are  rapidly  increasing 
the  number  of  readers,  which  is  at  present  only 
about  six  per  cent.  On  account  of  the  general  poli 
tical  unrest  last  year,  our  colporteurs  found  work 
in  these  Delta  towns  and  villages  very  difficult. 
Frequently  they  have  been  persecuted  for  repre 
senting  a  British  society.  Colporteur  Yani  writes  : 
"I  arrived  at  a  village  at  sundown  and  found  the 
omdeh  (headman)  sitting  outside  talking  with  his 
friends.  He  received  me  kindly  until  he  discovered 
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that  I  was  representing  a  British  society,  when  he 
said,  '  I  do  not  wish  to  see  the  Book.'  He  also  gave 
orders  that  no  books  were  to  be  taken  from  me 
by  anyone.  I  was  told  to  spend  the  night  in  the 
outer  yard  with  the  '  poor  men.'  Several  of  the 
'  poor  men '  became  interested  in  my  books,  took 
Gospels  and  paid  the  price.  At  another  town  a 
gathering  of  Egyptians  said,  *  Because  you  work 
for  a  British  society,  we  shall  not  take  any  of  your 
books.'  Finally  they  decided  to  take  one  copy  for 
my  sake,  being  a  Copt.  I  said  to  them,  '  Take  it  not 
for  my  sake,  but  for  your  own  salvation.'  Before 
I  left,  each  of  these  men  purchased  a  Bible." 

Colportage  by  Boat* 

Notwithstanding  the  excellent  network  of  rail 
ways,  there  exist  along  the  Nile  and  on  the  banks  of 
the  canals  many  hundreds  of  villages  which  are 
practically  inaccessible  except  by  water.  Accord 
ingly,  from  time  to  time,  the  Society  hires  a  suitable 
boat  to  serve  as  a  floating  house  as  well  as  a  store 
for  books,  and  prolonged  colportage  tours  are  made 
along  these  waterways  for  hundreds  of  miles. 

The  Book  of  Facts. 

From  Khartoum,  Colporteur  Ibrahim  Abd-el- 
Messiah  (i.e.  the  slave  of  Christ)  writes  :  "  Seeing 
I  had  books,  a  Sudanese  asked,  *  Hast  thou  books 
of  false  stories  ? '  I  replied,  *  I  have  not ;  but  I 
have  the  book  of  facts.'  He  then  asked  to  see  a 
copy,  and,  after  reading  awhile,  he  said,  '  But 
this  is  the  book  of  the  Jesus  of  the  Copts.'  I 
replied,  '  Yes,  the  Copts  read  this  book,  and  if 
you  read  it  you  may  find  salvation  from  sin.'  He 
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purchased  a  New  Testament  and  a  copy  of  the 
Psalter.  We  read  the  first  Psalm  together,  and 
talked  much  of  walking  not  in  the  paths  of  evil  men 
and  so  having  the  blessing." 

At  Omdurman,  close  to  Khartoum,  our  colporteur 
came  upon  an  aged  Moslem  who  some  time  before 
had  bought  a  Bible  in  Arabic.  This  old  man  was 
seated  by  the  side  of  the  street,  reading  his  Bible 
with  evident  pleasure.  He  thanked  the  colporteur, 
and  said,  "  May  great  grace  be  upon  the  Society 
that  circulates  this  precious  Book." 

Selling  Gospels  in  Italy* 

Thousands  of  educated  Englishmen  and  Americans 
feel  a  genuine  affection  for  Italy.  Yet  probably 
most  of  them  regard  that  country  as  a  fascinating 
museum.  They  find  delight  in  its  pictures  and 
statues,  its  churches  and  palaces  and  ruins.  Italy 
seems  to  them  an  old  curiosity  shop  which  is  stored 
with  relics  and  treasures  from  the  world's  wonderful 
and  terrible  past.  The  Bible  Society,  however,  is 
concerned  with  the  modern  Italian  people — those 
millions  of  men  and  women  who  are  toiling  in 
the  ancient  cities  and  tilling  the  historic  soil  to-day. 
Though  they  inherit  imperishable  memories,  they 
are  fettered  by  evil  traditions,  and  they  have  had 
to  struggle  strenuously  for  a  place  among  the  new 
free  nations  of  Europe.  For  the  spiritual  renaissance 
and  revival  of  Italy,  nothing  is  more  necessary  than 
that  her  common  folk  shall  read  the  New  Testament 
in  their  musical  mother-tongue.  Our  colporteurs 
are  busy  across  the  length  and  breadth  of  this 
beautiful  land,  and  last  year  sold  no  fewer  than 
145,000  books— 58,000  more  than  in  1918. 
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Colporteur  Casini,  who  works  in  Lombardy,  is  a  man  of  some 
culture.  One  of  his  methods  is  to  take  passages  from  the  Latin 
Vulgate  Testament  and  compare  them  publicly  with  the  Italian 
version  which  he  sells.  Thus  the  words  Ego  sum  Resurrectio 
et  Vita  are  well  known  to  the  people  by  their  use  in  the  burial 
service ;  while  the  words  In  principio  erat  Verbum,  et  Verbum 
erat  apud  Deum,  the  opening  words  of  St.  John's  Gospel,  are  read 
daily  in  the  Mass.  Taking  such  verses  as  his  text,  Casini  explains 
them  and  reads  the  context  in  Italian.  He  thus  shows  the  people 
that  our  versions  are  not,  as  is  commonly  stated  by  the  priests, 
"  falsified,"  and  this  leads  to  many  sales. 

Not  many  persons  visit  the  picturesque  and  historic  city  in  the 
Tyrol  where  the  Council  of  Trent  was  held.  In  April,  1919,  Casini 
spent  a  fortnight  in  this  ancient  town,  which  has  just  been  included 
within  the  kingdom  of  Italy.  He  received  every  consideration  from 
he  military  authorities,  who  gave  him  permission  to  visit  the 
barracks.  From  one  barracks,  indeed,  he  was  ejected  by  a  fanatical 
officer,  but  nearly  a  hundred  soldiers  followed  him  into  the  street  and 
bought  Gospels.  In  a  school  the  headmaster  told  him  that  Martini's 
Italian  Bible  was  in  the  school  library,  where  anyone  who  wished  might 
consult  it ;  he  therefore  refused  to  allow  Casini  to  sell  his  books  on 
the  school  premises.  Several  teachers,  however,  followed  the  col 
porteur  outside  and  bought  copies  ;  but  they  said  they  must  keep 
the  books  hidden,  otherwise  they  ran  the  risk  of  dismissal.  In  the 
courtyard  of  a  barracks  outside  the  city  Casini  was  able  to  sell  every 
book  he  had  brought.  Elsewhere  in  Trent  he  was  asked  what  he 
was  selling,  and  he  replied  that  it  was  the  Bible  fr*om  which  Silvio 
Pellico  had  derived  such  comfort  in  prison.  The  Italians,  who  know 
Pellico's  famous  book  Le  met  Prigioni  almost  by  heart,  at  once 
took  the  opportunity  to  buy  the  Bible. 

Anarchists,  Socialists,  and  Communists. 

A  working  man  in  the  Abruzzi  drew  Colporteur  Grassi  apart  from 
the  crowd  and  with  some  hesitation  said,  "  Excuse  me,  but  are  you 
an  anarchist?"  "No.  Why  do  you  ask?"  "Because  I  want 
a  Bible,  but  I  don't  want  one  of  those  false  ones  sold  by  anarchists." 
Grassi  told  him  that  anarchists  do  not  sell  Bibles,  and  that  his  were 
the  genuine  article.  "  And  can  they  really  be  read?  May  one  have 
them  in  the  house  ?  "  Grassi  assured  him  he  might.  "  Well,  I 
have  a  relation  who  is  a  priest,  and  if  I  bought  it  and  he  would 
not  allow  me  to  read  it,  I  should  have  spent  my  money  to  no 
purpose."  Grassi  offered  to  let  him  show  the  Bible  to  the  priest. 
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He  carried  it  off  with  great  delight,  and  returned  later  with  the  price 
bat  not  the  Bible;  the  priest  had  not  only  cordially  approved  of  his 
purchase  but  had  kept  it  for  himself,  and  the  man  now  bought 
another  on  his  own  account. 

"I  am  a  socialist,"  said  one  man  to  Grassi,  "  and  therefore  I  do 
not  read  anything  about  Jesus  Christ."  "If  you  are  a  socialist," 
was  the  reply,  "  you  ought  not  only  to  read  but  to  meditate  deeply 
upon  the  Gospel,  so  as  to  draw  from  it  true  knowledge  of  the 
teaching  of  Christ.  "Honestly,"  said  the  man,  "I  believed  that 
the  Gospel  was  what  the  priest  repeats — I  mean  the  Mass."  A 
long  conversation  followed,  and  in  the  end  the  socialist  said, 
"You  are  right.  I  will  make  honourable  amends  by  reading  and 
meditating  upon  the  Gospel." 

In  Piedmont,  Colporteur  Mula  encountered  some  socialists  who 
said,  "  Down  with  all  religions  !  We  want  equality  and  no  religion. 
Bring  us  Lenin's  books  and  we  will  all  buy  them  I  " 

At  Budapest,  during  the  months  when  the  com 
munists  were  in  power  last  year,  our  Bible  depot 
was  very  busy ;  it  was  hardly  possible  to  satisfy  the 
numerous  purchasers,  and  to  answer  their  many 
and  varied  questions.  In  spite  of  increased  prices, 
they  were  astonished  at  the  cheapness  of  our 
editions,  and  constantly  asked  how  it  was  possible 
for  us  to  sell  the  books  at  so  low  a  rate.  Under 
the  communists  the  booksellers  in  Budapest  had 
to  close  their  businesses  for  some  time,  and  it 
was  only  at  our  depot  that  people  could  purchase 
anything  to  read.  Moreover,  the  communist 
orators  had  pointed  to  the  Bible  and  to  Jesus 
in  their  propaganda  speeches,  and  had  declared 
that  our  Lord  was  the  first  communist.  In 
proof  of  their  assertions  they  appealed  to  the 
Bible,  and  people  thereupon  went  to  our  depot 
in  order  to  purchase  the  Book  and  to  ascertain 
for  themselves  whether  such  statements  were 
true. 
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A  Veteran  Servant  in  Persia* 

In  Persia  the  Society  has  just  lost  its  oldest 
servant  by  the  death  of  Benjamin  Badal,  a  Syrian 
by  race  and  a  devoted  Christian  by  faith. 

Since  he  joined  the  Society's  staff  as  a  colporteur  forty  years  ago 
he  has  gone  through  many  strange  and  perilous  adventures.  In  the 
early  years  of  his  service  he  was  on  one  occasion  enticed  into  a 
house  and  there  bastinadoed  by  Moslems  so  cruelly  that  his  swollen 
and  bleeding  feet  could  scarcely  carry  him  away.  In  1894 
Benjamin  was  given  the  position  of  superintendent  colporteur, 
which  enabled  him  to  use  more  freely  the  experience  he  had 
gained.  Frequently  he  had  to  be  away  from  home  for  about 
nine  months  in  the  year.  He  has  travelled  through  the  most 
disturbed  and  dangerous  parts  of  Persia,  everywhere  conversing  and 
arguing  with  Moslems  and  Jews,  bearing  witness  to  Christ,  and 
selling  cheap  little  Gospels  and  Testaments  in  the  vulgar  tongue. 
Again  and  again  he  has  been  robbed  and  assaulted  and  beaten. 
When  persecuted  in  one  city  he  would  flee  into  another.  Once  he 
was  cast  into  prison  at  Ispahan  on  a  false  charge  of  murdering  a 
Moslem,  and  taken  thence  to  Teheran  under  guard,  with  heavy 
chains  round  his  neck.  After  being  kept  some  time  a  captive,  he 
was  tried,  proved  innocent,  and  released.  In  1912  Benjamin  had 
charge  of  our  depot  at  Yezd,  where  in  conversation  with  a  lady 
missionary  he  confessed  that  everywhere  in  Persia  he  found  bigotry 
on  the  wane ;  adding,  "  I  did  ask  God  to  help  me  to  lift  up  Christ, 
that  they  might  look  on  Him  and  be  saved."  At  the  age  of  seventy- 
five,  Benjamin  was  still  busily  engiged  in  colportage  until  the  last 
months  of  his  life.  Only  last  year  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  robbers, 
who  seized  all  that  he  possessed  and  lefb  him  seriously  wounded. 
We  thank  God  for  the  courage  and  fortitude  and  patience  of 
this  faithful  follower  of  Christ,  who  has  toiled  on  for  so  long, 
through  hardship  and  suffering,  to  spread  the  Gospel  in  Persia. 

At  Salonica* 

"  Young  men  shall  see  visions  and  old  men  shall 
dream  dreams  "  ;  but  old  men  are  sometimes  seers  as 
well.  Mr.  Dimitri  Esimnoglou,  our  colporteur  at 
Salonica,  is  both.  His  dreams  have  come  true  ;  but 
his  vision  still  enthralls  his  soul,  and  it  is  worth 
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while  watching  him  pursue  it.  In  tram,  in  ca/<£,  in 
restaurant,  among  the  busy  throngs  in  the  streets, 
anywhere,  everywhere,  you  find  him,  with  his  arms 
full,  his  pockets  bulging,  and  his  bag  strapped  over 
his  shoulder.  See  him  thus,  and  you  will  understand 
how  he  managed  last  year  to  sell  no  fewer  than 
20,860  copies  of  the  Word  of  God  in  this  city 
where  soldiers  of  many  nations  mingled  with  the 
population. 

The  following  extract  from  Salonica  and  After,  by 
H.  Collinson  Owen,  refers  to  the  author's  passage  out 
to  Salonica  during  the  war  : — 

"  Morning  found  us  anchored  off  Chalcis.  The  day  was  hot  but 
beautiful,  the  coast  of  Euboea  most  picturesque.  ...  A  brisk  trade 
in  olives  and  goafs-milk  cheese  was  proceeding  from  boats  alongside, 
and  a  little  old  man  came  up  the  side  with  a  case  of  books.  He 
proved  to  be  a  colporteur  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 
He  passed  round  the  decks  .  .  .  talking  goodness  knows  how  many 
languages  and  dialects.  He  halted  before  me.  "  I  have  books  in  all 
tongues,"  he  said  in  English.  "  I  have  your  Bible."  I  bought  a  smal? 
Bible  from  him,  beautifully  bound  and  finished,  for  drachmae  2.25,  or 
a  little  less  than  two  shillings,  and  he  passed  on  through  the  lowing 
cattle  amidships,  to  continue  his  work  amidst  the  people  thickly 
crowded  in  the  forward  part  of  the  ship." 

In  Morocco. 

The  following  incidents  are  taken  from  the 
reports  of  Colporteur  Padilla: — 

Two  army  officers  at  Tetuan  were  offered  the 
Bible.  One  replied  that  he  wanted  to  have  nothing 
to  do  with  such  a  book  ;  but  the  other  said,  "  The 
very  thing  !  We  have  a  library  without  a  single 
book.  This  will  make  a  good  beginning ;  why,  it 
is  a  library  in  itself." 

At  Casablanca  a  man  said,  "  The  only  thing  which 
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will  help  keep  my  children  pure  in  this  corrupt  city 
is  the  reading  of  these  precious  Gospels."  He  bought 
a  New  Testament  for  each  of  his  two  daughters. 

An  Italian  gipsy  told  our  colporteur,  "My  husband 
and  I  desire  to  understand  las  cosas  de  Dios  (the 
things  of  God) ;  and  since  these  books  are  cheap 
enough  for  even  us  to  buy,  it  will  never  do  to  let 
this  opportunity  pass." 

In  Morocco  City  a  Greek  was  astonished  to  find 
that  Padilla  could  sell  him  a  copy  of  the  Scriptures 
in  his  own  language,  and  confessed,  "  There's  no 
escape  from  the  Word  of  God."  A  young  Spaniard, 
who  had  been  educated  in  the  Evangelical  schools  at 
San  Fernando,  Cadiz,  beckoned  Padilla  and  asked, 
"  What  books  are  you  selling  ?  "  When  he  was  told, 
he  said,  "  Give  me  copies  of  different  portions.  It  is 
no  use  trying  to  forget :  these  books  follow  you 
wherever  you  go." 

At  Bethlehem* 

Mr.  Arthur  O.  Neve,  who  has  recently  taken  charge 
of  our  work  at  Jerusalem  and  the  neighbourhood, 
wrote  on  December  10th,  1919 :  "  Last  Tuesday  I 
spent  the  whole  day  in  Bethlehem,  riding  over  there 
and  selling  Gospels  in  the  fruit  market.  By  the  great 
walls  of  the  Church  of  the  Nativity  I  sold  an  Arabic 
Gospel  of  St.  Luke,  and,  pointing  to  the  story  of  the 
shepherds,  I  asked  a  boy  to  read  it  aloud  to  a  number 
of  others  who  gathered  round." 

In  Colombo* 

From  this  busy  seaport  a  colporteur  writes  : 

"I  have  gone  chiefly  among  the  poorest  people  in  the  most 
crowded  parts  of  Colombo,  and  in  the  slum  areas,  where  nearly 
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always  I  have  been  well  received.  I  have  also  many  times  visited 
the  railway  stations,  the  Customs,  and  the  Jetty,  meeting  the 
passengers  and  the  crews  of  steamers  when  they  came  ashore.  To 
Japanese  sailors  I  have  sold  hundreds  of  Gospels  in  their  own 
language,  and  I  have  also  been  able  to  reach  hundreds  of  coolies 
labouring  in  the  harbour.  One  Japanese  sailor  came  up  and  looked 
at  my  books  and  said,  '  This  is  the  first  time  in  my  life  that  I  have 
seen  the  Christian  Scriptures  in  Japanese,'  and  he  bought  three 
Gospels." 

"  One  day  quite  a  crowd  of  Moslems  gathered  near  the  fountain, 
in  the  native  quarter  known  as  Pettah.  I  spoke  to  them  about 
Jesus  Christ,  and  they  all  listened  patiently  and  respectfully.  Then 
I  told  them  that  if  they  wanted  to  know  more  about  Jesus  Christ 
they  could  learn  from  the  diglot  Gospel,  giving  the  Arabic  and  Tamil 
versions  side  by  side,  which  the  Bible  Society  had  just  published  for 
the  first  time.  At  this  they  almost  took  me  by  storm,  and  within  an 
hour  I  had  sold  more  than  200  copies.  Nor  did  the  matter  end  there. 
Some  of  them  found  out  where  I  lived,  and  came  tapping  at  my  door 
at  night  to  buy  the  book.  These  men  told  me  that  they  could  not 
read  English  or  Tamil  or  any  other  language  except  Arabic  ;  and  as 
their  own  Koran  was  far  too  expensive,  they  wanted  to  have  a  book 
which  they  could  buy  and  read  and  understand." 

In  Japan* 

Our  Japanese  colporteurs  last  year  disposed  of  over 
166,000  books.  The  most  successful  of  these  Bible- 
sellers  was  Shojiro  Hottori,  who  sold  15,000  copies 
in  the  south-west  district  of  the  island  of  Kyushiu, 
One  very  foggy  morning  he  met  a  farmer,  and  began 
to  speak  to  him  about  the  Christian  faith  and  the 
Christian  book.  The  farmer  seemed  quite  unable  to 
understand  him.  Then  the  colporteur  remarked,  "  In 
this  foggy  weather  there  is  great  danger  lest  we  lose 
our  way  when  we  travel.  Arid  we  are  in  like  danger 
amid  the  dark  and  foggy  conditions  of  life's  ex 
perience;  we  need  a  guide."  The  farmer  agreed  to 
that.  "  Well,  let  me  read  you  what  is  written  about 
it  in  this  book,  which  I  want  you  to  take  and  read 
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for  yourself.  That  was  the  true  Light  ivhich  lighteth 
every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world.  This  Light  is 
the  guide  for  our  spirits,  and  it  can  show  you  the 
way  to  our  home  in  heaven  and  to  our  Father  who 
is  God  in  heaven.  But  if  you  reject  the  Light  you 
must  remain  in  darkness."  The  farmer  listened  with 
keen  attention,  then  he  bowed  his  head,  uttering  a 
prayer  of  thanks,  and  bought  a  New  Testament. 

Colportage  in  China. 

For  the  word  colporteur  in  China  we  must  claim 
an  extended  meaning,  and  include  in  it  all  mission 
aries  and  Chinese  Christians  who  take  part  personally 
in  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures.  Happily,  these 
are  increasing,  as  the  Chinese  take  a  larger  share  in 
evangelizing  their  own  people.  The  number  of  copies 
of  the  Scriptures  thus  sold  by  paid  and  unpaid 
workers  last  year  was  3,129,000 — a  total  never  re 
corded  before.  Nearly  the  whole  of  this  immense 
number  were  Gospels  or  other  separate  books  of 
Scripture.  The  number  of  Chinese  colporteurs 
wholly  or  partially  employed  was  430 ;  and  their 
work  was  equivalent  to  that  of  351  men  working 
continuously  throughout  the  year 

We  append  two  or  three  personal  testimonies  from 
experienced  missionaries  as  to  the  spiritual  value  of 
the  pioneer  work  of  these  Chinese  colporteurs. 

"  In  the  conflict  between  light  and  darkness  in  Shantung,  the 
Bible  Society  with  its  colporteurs  takes  an  aggressive  part.  Innu 
merable  Chinese  books  about  the  male  and  female  principles  and 
the  art  of  fortune-telling  are  yearly  sold  in  the  markets,  together 
with  heathen  religious  and  medical  literature  and  novels — mostly  very 
indecent  and  obscene,  but  all  spreading  and  confirming  the  people's 
superstitions.  Not  only  every  town,  but  every  market  has  a  shop  in 
which  one  can  buy  these  books.  They  are  offered  for  sale  in  the 
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temples,  and  retailers  bring  them  into  the  villages  and  hamlets. 
The  colporteurs  of  this  literature  of  superstition  even  try  to  enter 
into  Christian  schools.  Their  books  are  written  mostly  in  popular 
style,  and  are  bought  and  read  by  the  poorest  people.  Therefore  the 
spreading  of  Christian  literature,  especially  of  the  Bible,  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  in  proclaiming  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  contending  against  superstition." — The  Rev.  J.  A. 
Kunze,  Kianchow,  Shantung. 

"  We  look  upon  the  colporteurs'  work  as  invaluable,  for  they 
reach  the  people  in  a  way  we,  as  foreigners,  never  could  do." — 
Mr.  Alexander  Robertson,  Christian  Missions  in  Many  Lands, 
Shihtao,  Shantung. 

"  We  have  found  colportage  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  effective 
branches  of  our  work  as  a  whole.  We  have  found  that  those  who 
bought  the  printed  Word,  and  were  led  to  Christ  by  the  reading  of 
the  same,  have  been  the  most  stable  in  every  respect ;  and  I  might 
add  that  a  great  number  of  our  Christians  were  brought  in  by  this 
means." — The  Eev.  J.  A.  Diehl,  Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance, 
Minhsien,  Kansu. 


Aborigines  in  South- West  China. 

The  mountains  of  South- West  China  are  the 
home  of  aboriginal  tribes  who  speak  many  non- 
Chinese  dialects.  These  tribes  are  being  success 
fully  evangelized  by  the  China  Inland  Mission  and 
the  United  Methodist  Mission.  Our  Society  has 
already  published  the  complete  New  Testament  in 
Hwa  Miao,  as  well  as  at  least  one  Gospel  in 
Chuiigchia,  Laka,  Lisu,  and  Kopu.  In  connexion 
with  these  Missions  we  also  support  a  number  of 
colporteur-readers,  who  go  from  village  to  village 
teaching  the  tribesmen  to  read  the  Gospels  which 
they  distribute.  The  Society  has  just  undertaken 
to  publish  St.  Mark's  Gospel  in  two  more  dialects 
current  among  these  tribes — in  Nisu,  which  is 
spoken  by  at  least  50,000  people,  and  also  in  the 
Western  form  of  Lisu. 
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The  Rev.  H.  Parsons,  of  the  United  Methodist  Mission,  Chaotung, 
can  report  remarkable  success  among  the  Chuan  Miao,  another 
tribe  of  aborigines  in  the  mountains  of  Yunnan.  In  December, 
1919,  Mr.  Parsons  wrote :  "  Very  many  thanks  for  the  offer 
of  the  Bible  Society  to  support  two  colporteurs  for  teaching 
the  Chuan  Miao.  Yes,  the  men  are  able  to  teach  the  script  and 
the  Gospel  message  from  the  Hwa  Miao  New  Testament,  trans 
lating  the  words  and  phrases  which  differ  in  the  two  dialects. 
Weather  permitting,  we  are  hoping  to  form  the  first  Christian 
Church  among  the  Chuan  Miao  in  our  section  by  the  baptism  of 
thirty  or  forty  of  these  tribesfolk  at  Christmas. 

"Among  the  Hwa  Miao  who  had  been  on  probation  for  several 
years,  but  who  had  hitherto  hesitated  to  present  themselves  for 
baptism,  a  large  number  have  now  been  received.  During  October 
and  November  I  baptized  1,400  persons,  and  the  number  waiting 
for  baptism  at  Christmas  will  bring  the  total  to  1,800  or  2,000 
persons." 

On  the  Edge  of  Tibet. 

Tibet  is  as  large  as  France  ;  but  it  is  a  France 
in  the  sky.  The  average  elevation  of  the  country 
is  11,000  feet  above  sea-level.  It  remains  a  closed 
land  for  European  missionaries.  Nevertheless  our 
Society's  editions  of  the  Tibetan  Scriptures  are 
carried  across  the  frontiers  by  traders,  and  penetrate 
the  snowy  fastnesses  of  this  little-known  land.  The 
China  Inland  Mission  has  stations  on  the  Tibetan 
border,  and  the  Rev.  F.  D.  Learner,  who  super 
intends  four  of  our  colporteurs,  writes  as  follows 
from  Siningfu,  in  the  Province  of  Kansu  : — 

"  The  Tibetans  seem  to  be  getting  more  and  more  friendly,  and 
buy  our  books  very  readily  indeed.  We  continually  meet  with 
people  who  have  bought  Gospels,  and  who  are  earnestly  seeking 
after  the  truth.  One  aboriginal,  who  spoke  and  read  Chinese 
fluently,  had  a  New  Testament,  and  had  acquired  a  clear  know 
ledge  of  the  way  of  salvation.  Many  scores  of  people  like"  him 
are  scattered  all  over  the  district.  Many  a  one  has  been  brought 
to  a  saving  knowledge  of  Christ  through  reading  a  Gospel.  .  .  . 
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"  This  last  year,  which  has  been  a  record,  the  sales  have  totalled 
nearly  40,000  portions  in  five  languages — Chinese,  Arabic,  Tibetan, 
Mongolian  and  Ealmuk.  The  Tibetans  have  bought  books  more 
freely  than  in  previous  years,  about  1,000  Gospels  having  been 
sold  in  their  language." 

"  Colporteur  lang  spends  his  whole  time  in  country  districts ;  he 
comes  back  to  the  city  for  fresh  supplies  and  then  goes  off  again. 
He  has  a  donkey,  and  with  this  donkey  he  travels  many  hundreds 
of  miles.  Two  small  boxes,  joined  together  by  a  rope,  are  put  on 
the  donkey's  saddle;  they  hold  several  hundred  books,  and  thus 
Mr.  lang  is  able  to  cover  many  miles  on  one  single  journey.  Our 
colporteurs  up  here  often  give  books  in  exchange  for  eggs,  bread, 
grain,  and  very  often  for  a  night's  lodging.  Many  a  time  Mr.  lang 
has  been  stranded  with  nowhere  to  lodge  at  night,  and  has  had  to 
curl  up  in  some  corner  in  a  straw  room  or  some  such  place.  For 
an  old  man  who  is  nearing  seventy  years  of  age,  this  is  by  no 
means  easy ;  but  he  does  not  seem  to  mind  in  the  least,  and  he 
always  has  a  smiling  face. 

"  Colporteur  Feng  is  a  younger  man,  of  about  forty,  who  travels 
far  and  wide,  and  carries  a  bundle  of  books  weighing  about  fifty 
pounds  on  his  back.  He  also  does  most  of  his  work  in  country 
districts.  Early  last  year  Mr.  Feng  arrived  one  evening  at  a  place 
named  Kanluipu,  where  he  could  not  get  a  night's  lodging,  so  he 
moved  on  to  another  village  a  mile  or  so  away.  During  his  stay 
in  that  district  he  went  in  and  out  of  Kanluipu  and  sold  quite  a 
number  of  Gospels  and  preached  to  the  various  farmers  who 
gathered  round  his  bookstall  in  the  village  square.  A  few  months 
afterwards,  two  or  three  of  these  village  people  came  down  to  the 
city  and  visited  us  there.  They  told  us  of  Mr.  Feng's  visit,  and 
that  they  had  decided  to  enter  their  names  on  our  books  as 
inquirers.  A  week  or  so  later,  our  evangelist  and  I  paid  a  visit 
to  Kanluipu,  and  spent  a  day  or  two  there  with  the  people.  As 
a  result,  twelve  of  them  have  been  baptized,  and  others  are  inter 
ested  ;  and  all  this  is  the  outcome  of  Colporteur  Feng's  short  visit." 

In  Korea* 

Our  colporteurs'  work  last  year  has  been  excep 
tionally  trying.  Some  of  them  were  arrested  in 
connexion  with  the  "  Independence  "  movement  and 
subjected  to  a  "strict  examination"  by  the  police, 
and  several  of  them  are  still  in  gaol.  Colportage 
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was  at  a  standstill  for  weeks.  The  police  were 
very  suspicious  of  men  and  women  who  went  from 
house  to  house  and  village  to  village,  for  fear  they 
would  be  distributing  seditious  literature  or  in 
other  ways  be  circulating  "  dangerous  thoughts." 
To  say  that  our  colporteurs'  work  for  most  of  1919 
has  been  done  under  difficulties  gives  little  idea  of 
what  these  men  had  to  contend  with.  But  in  the 
later  months  of  the  year  the  colporteurs  found  a 
new  readiness  among  the  Koreans  to  buy  their 
books  and  listen  to  their  message  ;  and  they  have 
sold  altogether  more  than  half  a  million  volumes. 

We  quote  two  or  three  first-hand  testimonies  to 
the  missionary  value  of  colportage  in  Korea. 

The  Eev.  F.  G.  Vesey,  of  the  Canadian  Presbyterian  Mission, 
writes  :  "We  foreign  missionaries  owe  an  increasingly  large  debt  to 
the  Bible  Society,  and  we  gladly  bear  witness  to  the  unstinted 
generosity  of  the  men  who,  under  its  direction,  are  evangelizing 
the  numberless  villages  in  this  Land  of  Opportunity.  After  several 
years  of  experience  it  is  my  firm  conviction  that  colportage,  carried 
on  wisely  by  enthusiasts,  is  the  most  fruitful  branch  of  evangelistic 
work  which  the  Church  can  undertake.  The  masses  need  a  firm 
foundation  and  a  sure  hope.  Storm-clouds — political,  racial,  and 
social — are  gathering  thick  and  fast,  and  it  is  the  privilege  of  the 
Bible  Society's  agents  to  guide  and  assist  multitudes  in  this 
hour  of  crisis." 

The  Eev.  J.  W.  Anderson,  of  the  American  Presbyterian  Mission 
(North),  writes :  "I  should  be  ungrateful  indeed  if  I  did  not  tell 
you  about  the  very  good  work  which  our  colporteurs  have  been 
doing.  Even  under  most  trying  conditions  and  having  to  endure 
every  insult  and  interference  from  the  police,  they  have  patiently 
and  faithfully  preached  and  sold  the  Word  to  thousands.  Weak 
churches  have  been  revived  ;  new  groups  of  believers  have  been 
started ;  and  as  we  have  tried  to  reach  all  parts  of  the  district 
during  the  year,  the  whole  territory  seems  to  be  stirred  up  and  on 
the  point  of  general  revival.  Much  of  the  credit  for  this  is  due  to 
the  untiring  work  of  our  colporteurs.  About  one  hundred  definite 
conversions  have  been  reported  by  these  men;  but  of  the  four 
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hundred  new  converts  in  our  churches  since  the  spring,  many  of 
them  also  could  very  probably  be  traced  to  some  work  of  a 
colporteur." 

The  Rev.  E.  Kagin,  of  the  American  Presbyterian  Mission  (North), 
writes:  "The  colporteur  has  the  heavy  end  of  the  load,  and  I 
take  my  hat  off  to  him  for  what  he  has  to  suffer  and  for  the 
pathway  he  lays  for  other  workers  to  follow  after  him  and  reap 
his  sowing." 

The  Rev.  S.  J.  Proctor,  of  the  Canadian  Presbyterian  Mission, 
writes  :  "  New  believers  are  reported  in  some  places  as  a  direct  result 
of  the  work  of  the  colporteurs,  and  I  am  having  the  cases  followed 
up.  Let  me  say  how  much  pleasure  it  has  been  to  know  the  men, 
to  travel  with  them,  to  do  the  work  as  they  do  it.  To  look  at  all 
men  from  the  angle  of  the  colporteur  is  to  gain  a  rich  experience. 
I  count  among  my  happiest  days  in  Korea  the  days,  which  I  shall 
never  forget,  spent  touring  with  the  colporteurs.  In  my  mind  it  is 
the  nearest  approach  to  the  life  of  Him  who  went  about  doing 
good,  and  often  had  not  where  to  lay  His  head." 

In  South  America. 

Space  fails  us  to  picture  our  Biblemen  in  these 
vast  but  thinly  peopled  Republics,  where  a  veneer 
of  Latin  civilization  and  material  prosperity  only 
in  part  conceals  the  instincts  and  customs  of  Indians 
and  half-breeds,  and  where  the  forms  of  the  Roman 
Church  have  little  control  over  the  impulses  of 
primitive  man. 

In  Venezuela,  Colombia  and  Ecuador,  our  annual 
colportage  sales  have  risen  during  the  last  two  years 
from  30,000  to  80,000  volumes.  Colporteur  Juan 
Hernandez,  in  spite  of  ill-health,  sold  last  year 
in  Colombia  over  10,500  books. 

In  the  north-east  of  Venezuela  two  colporteurs 
went  overland  to  Caracas,  nothing  daunted  by 
torrential  rains  that  turned  the  region  into  a  morass, 
infested  by  mosquitoes  and  malarial  fever.  At  one 
small  town  they  "sold  Bibles,  Testaments  and  Gospels 
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like  hot  cakes."  Long  before  reaching  Caracas  they 
had  disposed  of  every  one  of  their  books,  4,000 
copies  in  all. 

"  El  Evangelio,  El  Evangelio  " — these  words  may 
often  be  heard  on  the  hills  round  Valparaiso,  where 
Colporteur  Ramos,  a  man  of  nearly  seventy,  delights 
to  spread  the  Gospel  message.  With  no  salary 
except  a  small  commission  on  what  he  sells,  this 
aged  servant  of  God  loves  to  come  into  our  depot 
for  Spanish  editions  of  the  Scriptures,  in  order  that 
he  may  do  the  work  of  an  evangelist  amongst  his 
own  people.  In  this  way  he  circulated  last  year 
nearly  5,000  volumes. 

At  the  railway  station  in  Montevideo  Colporteur 
J.  J.  van  Ysseldyk  is  proving  himself  to  be  the 
right  man  to  deal  with  passengers  on  the  platforms 
and  in  the  trains.  His  sales  have  been  remarkably 
good,  and  from  this  city  the  Scriptures  are  being 
carried  all  over  Uruguay. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  supplied  the 
Scriptures  to  the  very  few  missionaries  working  in 
Paraguay.  Our  own  colporteur,  William  Kiehl,  has 
sold  3,378  Bibles,  Testaments  and  Gospels.  His  work 
has  been  principally  in  Asunscion,  the  capital. 

For  British  Colonists* 

Our  own  kith  and  kin  are  not  forgotten,  who 
have  settled  down  in  Greater  Britain  beyond  the 
seas.  To  many  a  lonely  exile  from  the  old  country, 
the  sight  of  a  Bible  comes  as  a  message  from  the 
home  he  has  left  so  far  behind.  Its  sacred  words, 
unforgotten  and  unforgettable,  awaken  echoes  within 
the  heart  which  sound  "  like  sheep-bells  tinkling 
across  the  waste  places  of  memory."  A  motor-van 
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was  equipped  last  year  in  Western  Australia,  and 
Mr.  J.  W.  Budge  was  entrusted  with  a  colportage 
mission  to  the  out-back  settlers  in  the  wheat 
areas,  and  the  timber  millers  of  the  south-western 
areas,  visiting  many  lonely  centres  where  a  regular 
clergyman  is  scarcely  even  seen. 

Colportage  is  carried  on  vigorously  in  Manitoba 
by  twenty-five  agents,  with  the  aid  of  Bible-wagons 
and  motors,  which  traverse  the  wide  prairies  where 
as  yet  no  Church  ministers  to  the  scattered  settlers. 

Pioneer  work  is  being  done  far  afield  in  Quebec. 
Along  the  northern  parts  of  that  province  the 
Rev.  N.  McLaren  seeks  out  the  lumbermen  in  their 
camps,  places  the  Scriptures  in  their  hands,  and 
stirs  their  consciences  by  his  talks.  He  reports : 

"  For  a  number  of  years  in  the  lumber-camps  I  have  met 
thousands  of  shantymen,  and  never  have  I  heard  anything  said 
against  our  work  or  the  Book  itself.  The  kindness  of  the  men 
and  the  attention  given  to  the  message  have  always  been  a  wonder 
to  me.  Selling  Bibles  in  the  lumber-camps  is  easy.  The  col 
porteur  gives  a  short  talk,  places  his  books  on  a  long  table,  and 
gets  all  those  who  can  read  to  open  and  read  certain  chapters. 
Then  he  asks  for  religious  questions,  quoting  passages  which  the 
men  look  up.  In  some  camps  all  the  men  who  could  read  bought 
a  Bible  ;  and  year  after  year  I  find  that  a  large  number  of  men  have 
brought  their  Bibles  with  them.  In  the  evenings  they  will  gather 
round  a  reader  and  listen  while  he  reads  aloud.  For  eight  or  nine 
months  of  the  year  these  splendid  but  forgotten  men  are  cut  off 
from  the  world  in  their  lonely  lumber-cainps." 

The  Conflict  of  Faith. 

In  these  confused  and  difficult  days  of  spiritual 
conflict  the  contrast  between  the  Christian  and  the 
materialist  view  of  the  world  stands  out  more  sharply 
than  ever.  Everywhere  "  the  minds  of  men  are 
ranging  themselves  under  two  banners — upon  one 
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of  which  is  inscribed  the  name  of  Christ,  the  Son 
of  God ;  and  beneath  the  other  are  incorporated  all 
to  whom  that  Name  is  foolishness  and  a  reproach." 
In  some  countries,  indeed,  Evangelical  faith  appears 
to  be  losing  ground.  In  Germany,  for  instance, 
and  in  Russia,  we  are  told  that  it  has  few  friends 
but  many  enemies,  especially  among  revolutionists. 
In  France  our  Bible-sellers  have  to  grapple  with 
the  constant  argument :  "  If  there  were  a  God,  He 
would  never  have  permitted  this  war,  or  at  any 
rate  He  would  have  stopped  it  sooner."  In  Bohemia 
poor  men  complain  bitterly  about  the  misery  which 
has  come  upon  them,  and  often  declare  that  if 
there  were  a  God  in  heaven,  He  could  not  permit 
so  much  injustice  to  be  displayed.  In  Italy,  as  in 
England,  many  lament  that  soldiers  have  returned 
from  the  war  less  religious  than  they  went ;  while 
people  who  confidently  expected  a  great  revival  of 
religion  confess  themselves  disillusioned. 

Yet  those  who  know  the  Bible  best  rejoice  that 
they  can  give  it  to  men  for  their  guide  along 
the  strange  and  anxious  road  which  stretches 
before  them  to-day.  Surely  time  has  never  carried 
such  a  burden  of  events.  History  never  held  in  her 
bosom  so  many  mysteries  not  yet  solved,  so  many 
germs  for  future  flowering.  "  God  never  had  so 
much  on  hand  in  the  earth."  Men  have  never  been 
so  restless.  Never  have  so  many  problems  been 
stirring  human  minds.  Never  have  the  problems 
themselves  been  more  radical  or  more  vital.  At 
such  a  time,  with  what  emphasis  the  call  comes 
to  pray  God  that  He  will  send  forth  His  light  and 
His  truth  into  all  the  homes  of  the  world. 
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"  Mankind  may  have  a  thousand  tongues,  but  it  has  only 
one  heart,  and  that  heart  understands  one  language  the 
whole  world  over — the  Language  of  Divine  Love" 

THE  Scriptures  belong  not  to  one  age  but  to  all 
time,  not  to  one  country  but  to  all  nations.  No 
other  sacred  books  cover  so  vast  a  range  of  diversi 
fied  human  history.  They  began  for  a  chosen 
family,  but  they  ended  for  the  whole  world.  They 
deal  with  mankind  from  its  cradle  to  its  grave, 
and  assert  their  dominion  over  the  race  as  a  whole. 
"  Never  man  spake  as  this  Man " — that  was  the 
verdict  of  the  generation  which  listened  to  Jesus 
Christ.  "Never  book  spake  as.  this  Book" — that 
has  been  the  verdict  of  the  generations  which  have 
heard  its  message  :  that  is  still  the  verdict  of  those 
who  read  it  to-day. 

There  is  a  spiritual  power  and  fascination  about 
the  Bible  which  no  criticism  has  been  able  either 
to  explain  or  to  destroy.  The  late  Master  of  Balliol 
was  one  of  the  most  sagacious  of  modern  scholars, 
with  a  deep  knowledge  of  human  nature ;  and  his 
verdict  on  this  question  is  worth  recalling  :  "  Utilitar 
ianism  and  German  theology  have  both  of  them, 
in  different  ways,  a  zeal  for  criticism  and  for  truth 
which  is  very  commendable.  But  neither  of  them 
has  ever  been  found  a  substitute  for  that  which 
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they  are  displacing.  They  have  never  got  hold  of 
the  heart  of  the  world."  *  That  last  sentence  points 
to  the  very  centre  of  the  problem.  It  is  the  miracle 
and  mystery  of  the  Bible  that  it  has  got  hold  of 
the  heart  of  the  world. 

Not  a  few  students  try  to  deal  with  the  New 
Testament  simply  as  a  record  of  primitive  origins ; 
they  find  in  its  pages  the  earliest  documents  which 
we  possess  in  regard  to  the  sources  of  Christian 
faith.  But  to  say  thus  much  falls  very  far  below 
the  truth.  This  volume  refuses  to  be  treated  merely 
as  the  most  valuable  monument  of  the  Church's 
beginning.  It  moves  in  our  midst  to-day  instinct 
with  unearthly  forces  and  virtues.  The  most  start 
ling  achievement  of  recent  science  has  been  to  dis 
cover  what  enormous  energy  is  contained  in  a  single 
atom  of  radium.  And  that  is  an  allegory  of  the 
spiritual  energy  which  resides  in  the  Gospel  record. 
Like  no  other  book,  it  pulsates  with  the  powers  of 
an  endless  life. 

For  the  New  Testament  has  one  supreme  office  : 
it  can  introduce  us  into  the  very  presence  and 
companionship  of  the  Son  of  God.  The  wind 
bloweth  where  it  listeth,  but  each  breeze  among  the 
branches  of  this  tree  whispers  the  Name  that  is 
above  every  name.  To  Christian  hearts  the  whole 
Book  becomes  alive  with  Him  whom  having  not 
seen  they  love.  Those  who  are  at  home  in 
Scripture  find  that  it  has  no  speech  nor  language 
where  His  Yoice  is  not  heard.  Through  its  chapters 
the  Redeemer  holds  converse  with  His  redeemed. 
There  they  behold  His  sacred  Face  in  almost 
every  page.  To  those  who  use  it  aright  the  New 
*  Life  of  Benjamin  Jowett,  i.  p.  369. 
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Testament     becomes    a    real     sacrament     of    Jesus 
Christ. 

The  printed  page  only  begins  its  mission  when  it 
reaches  the  hands  of  those  who  read  it.  But  year 
after  year  the  Bible  Society  brings  together  fresh 
proofs  of  the  spiritual  potency  of  Holy  Scripture. 
From  a  great  cloud  of  witnesses,  we  can  only  select 
here  some  few  instances  and  examples  to  show  how 
the  Bible  is  still  able  to  arrest  and  subdue  men's 
hearts  in  all  countries  of  the  world. 

At  Singapore. 

Early  last  year  a  Chinese  came  into  the  Society's 
depot  at  Singapore,  where  he  purchased  a  New 
Testament  in  English  and  another  in  Chinese.  Some 
months  later  he  called  again,  and  confessed  that 
when  he  bought  the  books  he  merely  wanted  to 
learn  English  and  had  no  thought  of  religion ;  but 
that  through  reading  them  he  had  been  converted 
to  Christ,  and  was  now  a  baptized  Christian. 

In  Spain. 

A  few  months  ago  the  proprietor  of  a  boot-shop 
at  Pegalaja,  in  the  province  of  Jaen,  said  to 
Colporteur  Herreros :  "You  are  bringing  a  really 
good  book ;  it  has  made  a  revolution  in  this  house, 
and  in  the  homes  of  my  friends.  Last  time  you 
came  here,  I  bought  from  you  a  book  entitled  Nuevo 
Testamento.  I  got  used  to  reading  it.  In  this  book 
I  find  clearly  that  Jesus  is  the  only  One  who  can 
save,  and  that  He  hears  us  at  whatever  place  we 
pray  to  Him ;  that  He  is  love ;  that  salvation  is 
free ;  and  that  we  cannot  be  saved  through  our 
£ood  works.  ...  I  have  faith  in  religion,  but  I  am 
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not  a  fanatic;  I  am  only  satisfied  with  what  I 
myself  can  touch  and  understand.  For  this  reason 
I  have  meditated  on  what  I  have  read  in  the 
book,  and  I  have  grasped  at  least  those  things 
essential  for  the  salvation  of  the  soul." 

At  Athens* 

A  young  Cretan  gendarme  came  into  our  depot 
at  Athens  in  company  with  a  Greek  soldier,  and 
bought  a  New  Testament  in  Modern  Greek  for 
himself  and  another  for  his  comrade.  He  told  the 
depot-keeper  that  he  owed  his  conversion  to  that 
holy  Book.  Seven  years  ago  he  had  purchased 
St.  John's  Gospel  from  a  colporteur  in  Crete,  and 
the  study  of  that  little  volume  had  changed  his 
life.  "  Since  then,"  he  said,  "  the  Bible  has  been 
my  best  companion  and  help." 

At  Johannesburg* 

Our  senior  colporteur,  Mr.  Irving,  finds  "  the 
greatest  interest  in  the  Word  of  God  among  prisoners 
in  the  gaol.  In  every  court  and  yard  of  the  prison 
the  natives  almost  besiege  us  for  Gospels  and 
Testaments.  One  African  prisoner,  concerned  in  a 
murder  charge,  after  weeks  of  distress,  when  he 
saw  us,  pushed  his  way  forward  past  the  warder, 
exclaiming,  *  It's  all  right  now.  The  Lord  is  inside 
now ! ' '  This  man  was  finally  acquitted,  and  on 
the  morning  of  his  release  sought  out  Mr.  Irving 
at  our  depot,  that  they  might  thank  God  together. 
He  '"'has  now  joined  the  Christian  Church,  is  en 
deavouring  to  live  a  useful  life  and  to  assist  the 
colporteur  in  his  prison  work.  Is  not  this  man 
like  a  brand  plucked  from  the  burning  ? 
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In  one  of  the  compounds  for  African  miners  on 
the  Rand,  a  Kafir  asked  for  a  Bible  on  credit,  as 
he  had  not  received  his  wages.  Credit  is  against 
the  Society's  rule :  but  our  colporteur,  Mr.  Muiidell, 
gave  him  a  cheap  copy  of  the  Bible,  and  took  the 
opportunity  of  speaking  to  him  about  the  great  Gift 
to  be  found  in  Jesus  Christ.  Some  time  afterwards, 
Mr.  Mundell  met  the  same  Kafir  at  another  of  the 
mines,  but  did  not  recognize  him  until  he  took 
out  a  well-worn  Bible  and  said :  "  You  gave  me 
this  as  a  gift,  don't  you  remember  ?  You  told  me 
of  the  great  Gift  that  the  Bible  teaches  about,  and 
now  I  have  got  that  Gift  also.  I  have  come  to  thank 
you  for  giving  me  the  Bible,  and  to  tell  you  that 
now  I  have  the  two  gifts." 

In  China* 

The  following  experience  of  reconciliation  has 
reached  us  through  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Sears,  of  the 
Baptist  Mission,  Pingtu,  Shantung  : — 

A  Chinese  mother  and  her  son  became  interested  in  the  Gospel. 
When  they  had  read  the  New  Testament  as  far  as  Matthew  vi.  14-15, 
the  mother  began  to  be  greatly  troubled  :  she  remembered  that,  on 
account  of  a  quarrel  about  some  money,  she  had  not  spoken  to  her 
father  for  nearly  twenty  years.  She  put  down  the  New  Testament, 
saddled  her  donkey,  and  rode  five  miles  to  see  her  parents.  They 
would  not  receive  her,  so  she  had  to  return  home.  That  night  she 
was  so  troubled  that  she  could  not  sleep  at  all.  The  next  day  she 
went  again  to  her  old  home,  and  fell  down  on  her  face  and  sought 
forgiveness.  Her  father  would  not  see  her,  but  bade  her  mother 
give  her  something  to  eat.  She  told  her  mother  about  the  "  Jesus 
religion,"  and  returned  to  her  own  home  still  feeling  far  from  happy. 
She  must  see  her  father  and  seek  his  forgiveness.  So  a  third  time 
she  went,  This  tune  she  found  her  father,  and  fell  down  on  her  face 
before  him  and  said  she  would  not  rise  until  she  had  been  forgiven. 
Her  mother  interceded  for  her,  and  her  father  at  last  forgave  her. 
There  and  then  she  told  him  all  she  knew  about  Jesus,  and  gave  him 
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a  New  Testament ;  and  in  less  than  a  year  the  father,  mother, 
daughter  and  grandson  were  all  baptized,  and  are  now  zealous 
followers  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 

In  Japan* 

One  of  our  Japanese  colporteurs,  named  Shintaro 
Haneda,  writes :  "  I  visited  a  coal-pit,  where  I  met  a 
young  Japanese  collier  who  at  once  bought  a  New 
Testament.  With  tears  running  down  his  cheeks,  he 
told  me  that  he  was  a  Christian.  After  he  came  to 
live  and  work  in  that  district,  he  felt  very  lonely  ; 
but  he  had  been  able  to  get  comfort  from  reading 
the  Scriptures  every  morning  and  evening.  One  day, 
however,  his  Testament  dropped  from  his  pocket 
into  a  pool  of  water  in  the  mine,  and  could  not  be 
recovered.  Ever  since  he  had  been  praying  to  God 
for  a  fresh  Testament,  and  now  one  had  been  sent 
him.  We  both  knelt  down  and  gave  thanks  to  God. 
Several  men  and  women  had  crowded  round  to  listen 
to  our  conversation,  and  each  of  them  bought  a  New 
Testament." 

In  the  Argentine* 

Last  year  Senor  Viteri,  who  is  one  of  our  colporteurs 
in  the  Argentine,  met  with  a  fresh  illustration  of  the 
power  of  St.  John  iii.  16.  A  man  told  him  how  some 
years  previously  he  had  been  reading  a  paper  in 
which  he  found  the  words :  "  God  so  loved  the 
world,  that  He  gave  His  only-begotten  Son."  That 
text  proved  the  very  voice  of  Christ  to  his  heart ;  it 
followed  him,  it  called  him,  and  finally  he  obtained 
a  Bible  in  which  he  discovered  the  same  words. 
"  Since  that  time,"  said  the  man,  "  I  have  been  happy. 
The  Bible  is  my  treasure,  and  Christ  Himself  seems 
to  speak  to  me  every  time  I  read  the  New  Testament." 
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Among  British  Soldiers  in  Egypt. 

Mr.  W.  Bradley,  of  the  Egypt  General  Mission, 
who  has  had  special  facilities  for  visiting  the 
military  hospitals  for  V.D.  in  Cairo  and  Alexandria, 
sent  the  following  letter  last  year  to  our  secretary 
at  Port  Said  :— 

"  This  is  the  last  letter  I  write  before  leaving  Egypt  on  furlough. 
Words  fail  to  express  all  the  help  I  have  received  from  you  and  your 
noble  band  of  helpers  in  connexion  with  my  work  among  the  troops. 
During  the  past  two  and  a  half  months  I  have  been  permitted  to 
hold  open-air  services  in  the  compound  at  Alexandria.  "Week  after 
week  on  Saturday  nights  we  have  been  privileged  to  address  1,500 
wrecked  and  marred  soldiers.  With  what  delight  every  man  of 
these  has  accepted  a  copy  of  the  Red  Cross  Testament.  In  all, 
we  gave  away  10,000  copies;  and  I  would  that  I  could  depict  to 
your  Society  and  supporters  what  relief  this  Book  of  books  has 
brought  to  many  an  accusing  conscience.  It  is  a  privilege  to 
enclose  a  donation  towards  the  parent  of  all  missionary 
enterprise." 

Sadhu  Sundar  Singh* 

At  the  Society's  last  Anniversary  in  Queen's  Hall, 
London,  a  striking  personal  testimony  was  given 
by  Sadhu  Sundar  Singh,  the  Indian  Christian  ascetic 
and  evangelist. 

"  I -consider  it  a  high  privilege  to  be  here  at  this  time  to  give  my 
testimony  to  the  wonderful  power  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  to  the 
Bible  Society  by  which  the  Word  of  God  is  being  circulated  all  over 
the  world.  When  I  was  not  a  Christian,  I  used  to  read  the  Bible, 
and  I  felt  the  power  of  the  Word  of  God  in  those  days.  Of  course,  I 
did  not  like  it  sometimes.  I  used  to  criticize  it,  and  I  used  to  tear 
up  the  Bible  and  burn  it  in  the  fire.  But  even  then  I  must  confess 
that  sometimes  I  felt  its  wonderful  power  and  attraction.  Although 
I  used  to  tear  it  up,  I  felt  its  power.  Many  others  felt  the  power  of 
the  Word  of  God.  They  used  to  say,  *  You  must  not  read  the 
Bible.'  '  Why  ? '  '  Because  of  its  magic.  You  will  become 
Christian.  Many  of  those  who  used  to  read  the  Bible  became 
Christians^  You  must  not  read  it.'  Some  of  those  who  were 
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opposed  to  Christianity  realized  that  there  was  power  in  it. 
I  used  to  feel  in  those  days  the  wonderful  power  and  attraction 
of  the  Word  of  God.  Through  the  Word  of  God  I  was  introduced 
to  my  Saviour.  I  knew  Jesus  Christ  through  the  Bible.  When  He 
revealed  Himself  to  me  in  a  sort  of  vision,  I  became  converted, 
and  I  felt  heaven  on  earth. 

"  When  I  was  travelling  in  the  Central  Provinces,  I  was  talking 
to  some  non- Christians  about  our  living  Saviour,  and  I  asked  them 
if  any  one  would  like  to  read  the  Bible  to  know  something 
more  about  Jesus  Christ.  There  was  a  man  there,  an  enemy  of 
Christianity.  He  took  a  copy  of  St.  John's  Gospel,  he  read  two 
or  three  sentences,  and  afterwards  he  tore  it  up  into  pieces  and 
threw  it  away.  This  was  in  a  compartment  in  the  train.  After 
two  years  I  heard  a  wonderful  sbory.  The  same  day  that  this  man 
took  St.  John's  Gospel  and  tore  it  up  into  pieces  and  threw  it  out 
of  the  window,  a  seeker  after  truth  was  going  along  the  railway-line. 
He  was  a  real  seeker  after  truth.  For  six  or  seven  years  he  had 
tried  his  best  to  find  the  truth  ;  but  he  was  not  satisfied.  As  he 
was  going  along  the  railway-line  thinking  over  these  things,  he  found 
the  torn  pieces  of  the  Gospel,  and  he  took  them  up  and  began  to 
read.  On  one  piece  he  saw  the  words:  'the  Bread  of  Life.'  He 
was  anxious  to  know  something  about  it.  What  was  that  Bread  of 
Life  ?  He  showed  the  pieces  to  another  man  and  said  to  him  : 
•  Can  you  tell  me  what  this  book  is  ?  I  am  sorry  that  somebody 
tore  it  up.'  The  man  said:  'That  is  Christians  You  must  not 
read  it.  You  will  be  denied.  You  must  not  read  such  books.'  At 
last  he  said :  '  I  must  know  something  more.  There  is  no  danger 
in  knowing  more  about  these  things.'  He  went  to  buy  a  copy  of  the 
New  Testament,  and  he  began  to  read  it,  and  he  found  our  Saviour. 
He  was  introduced  to  our  Saviour.  He  found  salvation  and  peace 
and  joy  in  the  Saviour.  He  is  now  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel  in  the 
Central  Provinces.  Really  the  torn  pieces  of  St.  John's  Gospel 
proved  to  be  a  piece  of  the  living  Bread — the  Bread  of  Life. 

"  The  chief  Minister  in  a  native  State  in  India,  when  I  met  him, 
told  me :  'It  is  rather  difficult  for  me  to  confess  openly,  but  I 
believe  in  Jesus  Christ.  I  came  to  know  Jesus  Christ  through  the 
Word  of  God.'  He  showed  me  his  New  Testament.  He  said  :  'By 
reading  this  Word  of  God  I  came  to  know  my  Saviour,  and  I  believe 
in  Him.  It  is  a  precious  heavenly  treasure.  I  am  surprised  that 
this  book  is  so  cheap.  Such  a  treasure  must  cost  at  least  a  thousand 
rupees  for  each  copy,  or  five  hundred  rupees.'  I  said :  '  The  aim 
of  the  Bible  Society  is  not  to  make  money,  but  to  save  souls.'  " 
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Concerning  the  New  Testament  we  may  say  that 
its  deeds  are  its  defence,  its  acts  are  its  argument, 
its  achievements  are  its  apologetic.  The  work  of  the 
Bible  Society  has  been  compared  to  the  effects  of  a 
hypodermic  needle.  On  the  surface  there  appears 
only  a  mere  pinprick  :  but  by  this  means  the  serum 
of  the  Gospel  is  injected  into  mankind,  and  its  truth 
diffused  deep  into  the  hearts  of  the  world  must  in 
the  end  destroy  the  microbes  of  falsehood  and 
corruption. 
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THE  PURSES  OF  THE  WORLD 

"  How  much  owest  thou  unto  thy  Lord  ?  " 

ONE  grave  and  perplexing  result  of  the  war,  which 
hardly  any  one  could  foresee,  has  been  to  dislocate 
our  standards  of  value.  All  over  the  world  prices 
have  risen,  often  to  fantastic  figures.  The  rates 
of  exchange  between  different  countries  vary  in 
a  fashion  which  men  never  dreamed  of  before. 
Few  men  are  able  to  analyze  and  explain  the 
economic  upheaval,  which  affects  every  nation  and 
perturbs  every  government.  But  we  are  all  con 
fronted  by  the  same  hard  facts.  We  know,  by 
painful  experience,  that  money  to-day  is  worth 
less  than  half  its  former  value.  Even  people  who 
can  earn  twice  as  much  as  they  used  to  earn  find 
themselves  worse  off  than  they  were  ;  while  people 
with  small  fixed  incomes  are  cruelly  impoverished 
and  straitened. 

The  Bible  Society  is  in  no  way  exempt  from  the 
present  financial  difficulties  which  beset  individuals 
and  institutions  alike.  Every  item  of  its  working 
expenses  has  immensely  increased.  It  is  perforce 
spending  far  more  than  ever  before  to  provide  a 
living  wage  for  its  agents  and  colporteurs,  and  to 
defray  the  transport  and  freight  and  insurance  of 
its  books  sent  to  distant  lands.  More  serious  still 
is  the  added  cost  of  the  books  themselves  which  it 
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exists  to  circulate.  Our  friends  do  not  properly 
realize  the  tremendous  increase  in  the  expense  of 
producing  the  Scriptures.  The  cost  of  printing  and 
the  cost  of  binding  have  gone  on  steadily  increasing 
until  the  former  is  now  two-and-a-half  times,  and 
the  latter  three  times,  the  pre-war  figure.  The 
cost  of  paper  at  present  stands  at  over  six  times 
its  pre-war  price.  The  result  is  that  to  produce 
an  English  Bible  to-day  is  costing  about  four  times  as 
much  as  it  cost  before  the  war. 

Now  the  Society  does  not  trade  to  make  profits. 
It  certainly  puts  a  price  on  its  publications — for 
the  sound  arid  simple  reason  that  it  tries  to  place 
each  copy  it  sends  out  in  the  hands  of  a  reader, 
and  ordinary  people  are  far  more  likely  to  read 
a  book  which  they  have  given  even  a  small  coin 
to  purchase.  This  policy  of  common  sense  is 
advocated  by  all  the  wisest  and  most  experienced 
missionaries,  who  understand  the  futility  and  even 
danger  of  indiscriminate  free  distribution.  But  the 
vast  bulk  of  the  Society's  books  are  cheap,  popular 
editions  ;  and  their  prices  in  any  country  are  fixed 
by  what  the  humblest  class  of  readers  in  that  country 
can  afford  to  pay. 

In  face,  however,  of  the  altered  value  of  money, 
and  the  extraordinary  advance  in  the  cost  of  pro 
duction,  the  Committee  have  found  themselves 
reluctantly  compelled  to  increase  the  prices  charged 
for  most  of  their  books.  What  this  actually  involves 
will  be  understood  by  a  few  practical  examples. 
Our  cheapest  English  Bible  before  the  war  was  sold 
for  6d. ;  and  at  that  price  the  Society  Without 
reckoning  any  of  its  establishment  expenses)  lost  a 
little  more  than  a  penny  on  each  copy.  To-day,  the 
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catalogue  price  for  the  same  book  is  Is.  Sd  ;  but  the 
Society  is  now  losing  6d.  on  each  copy  sold.  Indeed, 
hundreds  of  the  Society's  immense  popular  editions 
are  being  sold  at  rates  which  entail  a  much  heavier 
loss  than  was  the  case  before  the  war ;  and  they 
remain  by  far  the  cheapest  editions  of  the  Scrip 
tures  that  are  published. 

We  will  give  a  few  other  examples,  to  illustrate 
the  present  situation.  In  South  Africa,  the  loss  on 
our  cheapest  Dutch  Bible,  which  was  sold  before  the 
war  for  6d.,  was  then  about  5d. ;  to-day,  the  same 
Bible  is  sold  for  Is.  6d.,  but  the  loss  is  rather  more 
than  Is.  In  India,  the  Hindi  Bible,  which  to-day 
costs  Rs.  2.8,  sells  for  1  rupee ;  the  Hindi  New  Testa 
ment,  which  costs  6  annas,  sells  for  3  annas  ;  the 
Urdu  Bible,  which  costs  Rs.  3,  sells  for  1  rupee ;  the 
Urdu  New  Testament,  which  costs  15  annas,  sells 
for  4  annas. 

It  cannot  be  stated  too  emphatically  that  the  Society's  editions 
are  produced  under  conditions  of  labour  which  are  scrupulously 
guarded  by  the  Committee.  The  heavy  loss  entailed  by  the  pub 
lication  of  our  popular  English  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  such  low 
prices  is  borne  by  the  Society's  funds. 

Bibles  for  the  Blind. 

For  the  sightless  of  many  races  the  Society  has 
already  helped  to  provide  embossed  editions  of  the 
Scriptures  in  thirty-eight  different  languages.  These 
include  seven  different  forms  of  speech  current  in 
China,  and  ten  languages  spoken  in  India,  where 
King  George  has  half  a  million  sightless  subjects. 
But  books  in  embossed  type  for  the  blind  cannot  be 
other  than  cumbrous  and  expensive.  A  complete 
English  Bible  in  Braille  type  contains  5,356  pages 
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and  costs  £14  to  produce  ;  it  fills  thirty-nine  volumes, 
which  occupy  a  shelf  seven  feet  long.  Each  volume 
of  the  Society's  new  English  Braille  Bible  now  costs 
from  6s.  6d.  to  8s.  3d.  to  produce,  and  is  priced  at 
Is.  6d.  In  English  or  Welsh,  4,442  volumes  in 
embossed  type  were  granted  free,  or  sold  at  nominal 
rates,  during  1919-20. 

Nearly  all  the  institutions  for  befriending  the  blind  obtain  the 
Scriptures  which  they  require  from  the  Bible  House  at  merely 
nominal  rates. 

Any  poor  blind  applicant  can  obtain  a  book  of  the  English  Bible 
in  Braille  or  Moon  type  as  a  free  gift,  on  the  recommendation  of 
some  minister  of  religion.  Here  is  a  letter  which  recently  reached 
the  Bible  House  from  Devonshire  :  "  Pray  accept  my  very  grateful 
thanks  for  the  copy  of  St.  John's  Gospel  which  I  received  this 
morning.  It  is  such  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  read  the  Bible  for 
myself  once  again.  All  sightless  people  must  of  necessity  spend 
many  lonely  hours,  and  Braille  reading  is  one  of  the  few  employ 
ments  which  they  can  enjoy  without  trouble  to  others.  The  work 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has  always  been  very  dear 
to  me,  but  until  I  became  sightless  myself,  I  knew  nothing  of  this 
special  work." 

Free  Gifts, 

No  sketch  of  the  Bible  Society,  however  imper 
fect,  can  avoid  mention  of  the  free  gifts  which  it 
distributes  systematically  year  by  year  all  over  the 
world — to  criminals  in  prisons,  to  patients  in  hos 
pitals,  to  children  in  orphanages,  to  lepers  in 
asylums.  Every  year  it  expends  thousands  of  pounds 
by  grants  of  Bibles  at  nominal  rates  to  Sunday 
Schools  in  England  and  Wales. 

For  Students, 

Students  at  Theological  and  Missionary  Colleges 
at  home — including  Service  candidates — who  need 
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such  assistance,  received  last  year  as  gifts  308  Old 
Testaments  in  Hebrew,  967  New  Testaments  in 
Greek,  and  156  New  Testaments  in  Latin.  Similar 
gifts  are  made  to  theological  students  in  Canada. 
A  gift  of  50  Greek  Testaments  went  last  year  to 
the  students  of  the  Jesuit  College  in  a  suburb  of 
Buenos  Ayres ;  and  a  gift  of  75  Greek  Testaments 
was  sent  to  Belgrade  for  Serbian  students  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  of  the  Orthodox  Church. 

In  the  wonderful  renaissance  of  India,  its  Univer 
sities,  with  their  affiliated  Colleges,  now  contain 
over  40,000  enrolled  students.  The  Bible  Society 
offers  to  present  to  each  man,  when  he  enters 
college,  a  copy  of  the  Four  Gospels  and  Acts  in 
English  ;  half-way  through  his  course  he  is  asked  to 
accept  an  English  New  Testament ;  and  when  he 
has  graduated,  the  Society  endeavours  to  arrange 
that  he  shall  go  forth  with  the  English  Bible  in 
his  hands.  During  1919  about  12,000  volumes  were 
thus  distributed  as  gifts  from  our  Society  among 
the  students  of  India.  Similar  gifts  are  offered  to 
University  graduates  in  China. 

During  his  visit  to  London  in  the  autumn  of  1919  the  Shah  of 
Persia  granted  a  personal  audience  at  the  Persian  Legation  to  the 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Eitson,  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  Society,  who 
presented  His  Majesty,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  with  a  mag 
nificent  copy  of  the  Bible  in  Persian.  The  volume  was  splendidly 
bound  in  scarlet  morocco,  and  stamped  on  the  cover  with  the 
royal  emblems  of  Persia.  His  Majesty  accepted  the  gift  with 
evident  pleasure,  and  examined  the  Bible  with  special  care,  making 
a  suitable  reply.  The  Society  has  issued  420,000  copies  of  the 
Scriptures  in  Persian. 

The  Demand. 

Moreover,  the  Society  to-day  is  faced  with 
demands  for  the  Scriptures  beyond  all  precedent  ; 
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demands  which,  in  many  cases,  there  seems  to  be 
no  satisfying.  All  Europe  is  crying  out  for  fresh 
supplies.  We  can  quote  only  a  few  outstanding 
recent  examples. 

Last  November  we  printed  an  edition  of  5,000  copies  of  our  large- 
type  French  family  Bible,  a  number  equal  to  the  issues  of  this 
book  during  the  five  years  1912-17.  Yet,  before  this  new  edition 
of  5,000  copies  reached  us  from  the  printer,  orders  had  come  to 
the  Bible  House  for  many  more  than  the  whole  edition,  and  a 
further  reprint  of  10,000  copies  had  to  be  put  to  press  at 
once. 

Before  the  war,  when  the  Scriptures  in  Modern  Greek  were  pro 
hibited  in  the  Hellenic  Kingdom,  we  sold,  on  an  average,  about 
500  copies  each  year  of  the  Society's  small  reference  Bible  in 
Modern  Greek.  In  April,  1919,  we  printed  2,000  copies  of  this 
Bible,  only  to  find  them  all  sold  as  soon  as  they  came  from  the 
printer,  so  that  a  further  edition  of  3,000  copies  had  to  be 
proceeded  with  at  once. 

The  Society's  popular  brevier  edition  of  the  Spanish  Bible  has 
always  had  a  large  sale,  averaging  about  20,000  copies  per  annum, 
most  of  these  being  for  readers  in  South  America.  Last  year  we 
printed  25,000  copies  of  this  Bible ;  but  before  they  were  received 
from  the  press  they  had  all  been  ordered,  and  at  present  we  have 
a  further  edition  of  45,000  copies  in  the  press,  for  a  large  number 
of  which  orders  are  actually  in  hand. 

Before  the  war  our  editions  of  the  Scriptures  in  such  languages 
as  Eussian,  Polish,  Finnish,  Eumanian,  Bulgarian,  Hungarian, 
Lithuanian,  etc.,  were  printed  on  the  Continent  of  Europe.  To  meet 
the  present  demand  we  are  now  printing  in  England  (from  new 
plates,  made  by  photography)  an  edition  of  5,000  copies  of  the 
Bible  in  each  of  the  seven  languages  mentioned  above. 

During  the  summer  of  1920,  printing  orders  for  80,000  Eussian 
Testaments  have  been  placed  in  Finland,  at  a  cost  of  j£3,000. 

During  the  year  1913-14  the  Society  expended  in 
England  alone  the  sum  of  £65,800  on  producing 
editions  of  the  Scriptures  ;  during  last  year,  1919-20, 
this  total  had  risen  to  £140,900 — apart  from  the 
expenditure  on  books  printed  abroad. 
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Last  Year's  Finance* 

A  fuller  financial  statement  appears  in  the 
appended  Summary.  Here  it  may  suffice  to  say 
briefly  that  the  Society's  total  expenditure  last 
year  increased  to  £359,000— which  is  £8±,000  more 
than  in  the  year  before  the  war.  But  against  this 
unprecedented  outlay  we  can  thankfully  report 
that  the  general  receipts  during  the  past  year  rose 
to  the  record  total  of  £386,000— which  is  £100,000 
more  than  in  the  year  before  the  war. 

The  Society's  income  is  like  a  river  fed  by  count 
less  streams  and  rivulets,  without  which  the  main 
channel  would  run  dry.  We  can  cite  only  a  very 
few  specimens  and  samples  of  the  variegated  gifts 
which  pour  into  the  treasury,  month  by  month. 

Last  November  an  envelope,  containing  £1,500  in  notes,  reached 
the  Bible  House  by  post  from  a  nameless  donor. 

From  Brisbane,  the  Queensland  Auxiliary  forwarded  a  special 
gift  of  £300  towards  providing  the  Scriptures  in  Braille  type  for 
blind  soldiers. 

Contributions  amounting  to  £289  came  from  New  Guinea,  Tahiti, 
the  Friendly  Islands,  and  the  New  Hebrides.  The  Welsh  Churches 
in  Chubut,  Argentina,  forwarded  £35  during  our  last  financial  year. 

The  Yoruba  Auxiliary  sent  £297  from  Logos.  Writing  from 
Langtang,  a  station  of  the  Sudan  United  Mission  in  Nigeria, 
the  Eev.  H.  J.  Cooper  sends  £1  7s.  3d.  from  sales  of  St. 
Mark's  Gospel  in  Yergum,  together  with  a  gift  of  10s.  from  the 
Yergum  Christians.  He  adds:  "We  are  deeply  grateful  to  you 
for  providing  these  Gospels,  the  first  portion  of  Scripture  to  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  these  people.  What  a  boon  these  books 
have  been.  1  wish  you  could  accompany  us  on  some  of  our  journeys 
and  see  them  reading  these  portions  in  their  own  homes."  Until 
recent  years  the  Yergum  were  a  wild  cannibal  tribe. 

From  Angola  a  harvest  thanksgiving  offering  of  £9  came  from 
the  native  Christians  at  Kapango  in  Bie,  through  the  Eev.  E.  W.  G. 
Judson.  For  these  converts  the  Society  has  undertaken  to  print 
the  New  Testament  in  Mbundu  of  Benguella,  and  Mr.  Judson 
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indicates   their   eagerness  for  the  Word  of  God  by  his  request  for 
5,000  copies. 

Not  long  before  the  war  the  Bible  Society  became  possessed  of  a 
magnificent  collection  of  pre-historic  flint  implements  and  weapons, 
remarkable  both  for  their  quality  and  their  variety.  These  had 
been  gathered  together,  in  the  course  of  many  years,  by  their  donor, 
Mr.  Jens  Korsgaard  Jensen,  of  Vejen,  Denmark.  They  have  since 
been  disposed  of  through  antiquarian  dealers  and  agents,  the  final 
instalment  being  sold  early  in  1920 — with  the  net  result  that  Mr. 
Jensen's  munificent  leg  icy  has  added  altogether  £670  to  the 
resources  of  the  Society.  A  year  or  two  ago  an  anonymous  friend 
sent  to  the  Bible  House  a  splendid  diamond  necklace,  to  be  devoted 
to  the  same  object.  This  necklace  was  purchased  recently  by  an 
expert  dealer  for  the  sum  of  £1,100. 

Last  year  we  also  received  a  number  of  pieces  of  old  china  and 
silver  plate,  which  realized  £25  5s.  for  the  Society's  funds.  A 
ring  sent  by  a  lady  was  sold  for  £10,  and  an  old  gold  watch 
for  £1  10s. 

From  Bagdad  a  C.F.  sent  £7  10s.  from  Indian  Christians  in  the 
Mesopotamia  Expeditionary  Force,  for  the  'new  Bible  House  at 
Jerusalem. 

A  demobilized  soldier  who  had  been  fighting  in  British  East 
Africa,  wrote  from  the  Isle  of  Man  :  "  I  enclose  £19,  the  war  gratuity 
due  to  me  on  account  of  my  forty  months'  service.  Please  accept  it 
for  the  Bible  Society,  with  my  earnest  prayers.  I  could  not  keep  it : 
I  feel  it  is  the  price  of  blood." 

An  anonymous  contribution  of  £5  came  from  a  demobilized  soldier 
— a  working  man— as  "  his  thank-offering  to  God  for  his  preservation 
in  the  war." 

A  friend  writes  from  the  East  Coast  :  "  Very  thankfully  do  I 
send  £25,  a  portion  of  my  Peace-day  thank-offering  for  God's  many 
mercies  to  me  and  mine  during  the  war — not  the  least  of  which 
I  count  my  two  dear  soldier- sons,  who  have  finished  their  course 
with  joy  and  passed  from  earth's  battle-fields  into  the  Presence  of 
the  King." 

A  lady  from  Hampshire  writes  :  "  I  thought  to  invest  this  £10 : 
instead  of  which,  having  read  this  month's  Bible  in  the  World, 
I  would  rather  invest  it  in  the  best  work  of  all.  The  Bible  Society  is 
an  old  friend  of  mine,  and  its  need  has  never  been  greater  than  now." 

A  friend  writes  from  Wellington,  New  Zealand  :  "  In  God's  good 
providence  I  have  entered  my  eighty-eighth  year,  and  in  appreciation 
of  His  mercies  I  herewith  enclose  £1." 
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Another  friend  sends  26s. — "  the  result  of  putting  by  6d.  weekly 
during  1919." 

An  old-age  pensioner  encloses  "  this  small  donation  (5s.)  as  a 
thanksgiving  to  Our  Lord  for  addition  to  the  old-age  pension." 
Another  old-age  pensioner  has  sent  5s.,  believing  that  what  "the 
Book  of  books  has  done  for  him,  it  can  do  for  each  and  every 
person." 

In  North  India  five  non-Christian  Sddhus  sent  a  rupee  to  the 
Society.  A  generous  offering  of  Es.  40  came  from  the  inmates  of  the 
Claire  Leper  Asylum  at  Baitalpur.  One  touching  donation  of  Es.  2 
was  put  into  a  church  collection  :  a  little  girl  of  eight  years  old  had 
told  a  falsehood  at  home,  but  was  very  penitent  ;  and  when  she 
heard  that  the  collection  that  Sunday  was  for  the  Bible  Society,  she 
decided  to  give  Es.  2  which  she  had  saved  up,  in  hope  that  "  it 
would  buy  a  Bible  for  some  one  who  would  thus  learn  that  it  was 
wrong  to  tell  lies." 

These  Last  Seven  Years* 

In  spite  of  all  obstacles  the  difficulties  of  production 
and  the  hindrances  to  distribution  have  been  over 
come  in  a  wonderful  way.  During  the  last  seven 
years  1914-20 — including  the  war  period — the 
Society's  total  issues  were  66,370,000  Bibles,  Testa 
ments  or  smaller  portions  of  Scripture.  If  we 
deduct  9,000,000  volumes,  which  represent  our 
extraordinary  war  distribution,  we  may  say  that 
the  Society's  ordinary  issues  reached  a  total  of 
55,370,000.  But  the  total  issues  in  the  seven  pre 
vious  years,  1907-13,  were  only  45,930,000  volumes. 
It  is  surely  a  cheering  fact  that,  in  addition 
to  special  war  work,  our  ordinary  output  of  the 
Scriptures  has  increased  by  more  than  twenty  per 
cent,  during  these  last  seven  years  of  storm  and 
suffering. 

The  finances  of  the  Bible  Society  during  the  past 
seven  years  have  been  equally  encouraging.  Apart 
from  the  Emergency  Fund,  subscribed  to  help  the 
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Society  through  its  difficulties,  our  ordinary  receipts 
for  the  last  seven  years,  1914-20  inclusive,  have  been 
£300,000  sterling  in  advance  of  the  receipts  for  the 
previous  seven  years,  1907-13. 

The  Bible  Society  has  never  been  in  debt — even 
during  the  war.  The  wonderful  generosity  shown 
by  its  friends,  through  the  prolonged  period  of 
national  strain  and  peril,  calls  for  profound  thank 
fulness  to  God. 

But  the  Society  stands  confronted  with  anxious 
and  urgent  problems.  It  is  spending  £1,000  every 
day  of  the  year  :  and  for  every  £1  which  it  lays  out 
in  producing  and  distributing  the  Scriptures,  only 
about  7s.  comes  back  to  it  as  the  proceeds  of  sales. 
To  produce  its  books  grows  daily  more  difficult.  At 
home  and  abroad  paper  mills  and  printing  presses 
are  choked  with  orders.  Each  volume  is  costing 
about  four  times  what  it  used  to  cost.  Moreover,  in 
not  a  few  countries  the  Society's  organization  lies  in 
ruins  and  must  be  built  up  afresh.  The  new-formed 
Republics  of  Europe  need  new  depots  and  agents  and 
colporteurs.  All  this  means  the  immediate  outlay  of 
money  and  labour  on  a  scale  which  the  Society  never 
had  to  face  before.  Yet  we  should  be  faithless  indeed, 
if  we  were  to  flinch  from  so  plain  a  duty  or  to  refuse 
so  clear  a  call. 

From  all  Christians  who  have  learned  that  the 
field  is  no  narrower  than  the  world,  the  Bible  Society 
confidently  claims  their  sympathy,  their  gifts,  and 
above  all  their  prayers. 
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SUMMARY 

THE  Society's  issues  now  to  be  reported  for  the  year  1919-20  have 
amounted  to  8,515,930  copies  of  the  Scriptures.  Complete  Bibles 
numbered  771,000 — a  cheering  increase  of  78,000,  or  more  than  eleven 
per  cent.,  on  the  figures  for  the  previous  year,  which,  however,  were 
unusually  low.  New  Testaments  numbered  only  700,000 — a  falling 
off  of  600,000,  which  was  mainly  due  to  the  final  stoppage  of  our  war 
distribution.  Smaller  portions  of  Scripture  on  the  other  hand  rose 
to  7,045,000 — an  increase  of  300,000,  which  reflects  an  expanding 
missionary  activity.  The  Society's  total  issues  were  231,000  copies 
fewer  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  442,000  fewer  than  in  the  year 
before  the  war. 

These  figures,  however,  in  no  way  point  .to  any  lessening  hunger 
for  God's  Book.  They  mean  :  (i)  That  our  war  distribution  has 
come  to  an  end.  (ii)  That  political  conditions  have  paralysed  our 
work  in  many  parts  of  Central  and  Eastern  Europe,  as  well  as 
throughout  Eussia  and  Siberia.  Before  the  war  we  were  circulating 
over  600,000  volumes  a  year  in  Eussia  and  Siberia  alone,  (iii)  That 
economic  difficulties  in  regard  to  materials  and  labour  and  transport 
have  made  it  quite  impossible  to  produce  our  popular  editions  in 
quantities  sufficient  to  meet  the  many  insistent  demands  on  the 
Society. 

The  most  impressive  feature  about  our  circulation  is  its  missionary 
character.  In  India  and  Ceylon  the  Society  distributed  last  year 
more  than  a  million  and  a  half  copies  of  the  Scriptures.  This 
represents  an  advance  of  over  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  figures  for 
1918,  which  themselves  constituted  a  record.  Again,  in  China  last 
year  we  sent  out  no  fewer  than  3,290,000  volumes — the  highest  total 
yet  recorded.  Above  3,000,000  of  the  books  consisted  of  portions  of 
Scripture,  mainly  Gospels,  which  were  sold  by  colportage.  Moreover, 
the  sales  would  have  been  considerably  larger  if  our  stocks  could 
have  been  increased.  This  enormous  circulation  represents  not  so 
much  the  Chinese  demand  for  the  Scriptures,  but  only  the  extent 
to  which  we  have  been  able  to  meet  that  demand. 

Since  its  foundation  in  1804  the  Bible  Society  has  issued  over 
310,813,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures.  Of  these,  more  than  99,000,000 
have  been  in  English. 
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Translation  and  Revision, 

While  other  campaigns  record  alternate  victories  and  retreats, 
there  is  no  pause  in  the  steady  march  of  the  Bible  as  it  goes  forward 
conquering  and  to  conquer  the  languages  of  mankind.  During  this 
past  year  our  Society  has  published  the  Scriptures  in  NINE  new  forms 
of  speech — five  for  Africa,  one  for  China,  one  for  Northern  Canada, 
one  for  Argentina,  and  one  for  the  South  Seas.  This  means  that 
every  six  weeks  the  Gospel  has  spoken  in  a  fresh  tongue. 

The  perfecting  of  earlier  versions  by  revision  and  the  completing  of 
unfinished  translations  go  forward  continually.  Last  year  the  New 
Testament  was  completed  in  Karanga,  for  a  tribe  in  Mashonaland ; 
in  Ndau,  for  a  tribe  in  Southern  Rhodesia  ;  and  in  Namau,  for  people 
on  the  Purari  Delta  of  Papua. 

The  total  number  of  names  on  the  Society's  Historical  Table  of 
Languages  has  now  risen  to  528.  Of  these,  151  fresh  names  have 
been  added  since  the  present  century  began.  The  list  now  includes 
the  complete  Bible  in  134  forms  of  speech,  and  the  complete  New 
Testament  in  124  more. 

These  versions  are  printed  at  about  fifty  different  places,  and  in 
sixty  different  sets  of  characters.  In  embossed  type  for  the  blind, 
the  Society  has  already  helped  to  provide  the  Scriptures  in  thirty- 
eight  different  languages. 

The  Partner  of  Missions* 

The  foreign  missions  of  almost  every  Reformed  Church  draw  their 
supplies  of  the  Scriptures  from  the  Society.  It  co-operates  with  the 
missionaries  in  preparing  the  versions  which  they  need.  It  prints 
the  editions,  bears  the  loss  involved  in  their  sale  at  reduced  prices, 
and  pays  the  carriage  of  the  books  to  the  farthest  mission  stations. 

The  Anglican  Communion  throughout  the  world  is  teaching 
to-day  in  fully  193  separate  languages  and  dialects.  Versions  in 
no  fewer  than  184  of  these  are  obtained  by  Anglican  Missions  from 
the  Bible  Society.  Thus  the  S.P.G.  has  procured  79  versions,  and 
the  C.M.S.  uses  122  versions.  In  proportion,  equally  important 
help  is  rendered  to  the  U.M.C.A.,  the  Melanesian  Mission,  the 
S.A.M.S.,  and  the  Anglican  Mission  in  New  Guinea. 

The  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Free  Churches  obtain  from  the  Bible 
Society  the  bulk  of  all  the  versions  they  need.  It  furnishes  the 
London  Missionary  Society  with  60  versions,  and  Methodist 
Missionary  Societies  with  100.  Presbyterian  Missions  throughout 
the  world  use  135  of  its  versions.  It  published  the  Kongo  Testament 
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for  the  Baptist  Missionary  Society,  and  supplies  many  Baptist 
stations  in  China,  Burma,  Africa,  and  the  West  Indies.  The  China 
Inland  Mission  and  other  undenominational  societies  obtain  from 
the  Bible  House  practically  all  the  editions  of  the  Scriptures  which 
they  use. 

The  Society  does  not  limit  its  help  to  British  missionary  societies. 
It  also  supplies  numerous  foreign  mission  stations  belonging  to  the 
Reformed  Churches  of  Sweden  and  Norway  and  Denmark,  of  Holland 
and  France  and  Germany  and  Switzerland,  and  of  the  United  States. 

The  enterprises  and  triumphs  of  Christian  Missions  are  creating  as 
many  new  and  imperious  claims  upon  this  Society — which  has  never 
refused  to  publish  a  duly  authenticated  version  of  the  Scriptures  in 
a  new  tongue.  Each  new  tribe  evangelized,  each  fresh  language 
reduced  to  writing  and  grammar,  each  new  convert  baptized,  means 
a  new  call  for  help  from  the  resources  of  the  Bible  House — help 
which  is  most  gladly  given,  without  creating  a  charge  upon  the  funds 
of  the  Mission  which  is  aided  thereby. 

The  Work  at  Home* 

It  cannot  be  stated  too  emphatically  that  the  Society's  editions 
are  produced  under  conditions  of  labour  which  are  scrupulously 
guarded  by  the  Committee.  The  heavy  loss  entailed  by  the  pub 
lication  of  our  popular  English  editions  of  the  Bible  and  Testa 
ment  at  such  low  prices  is  borne  by  the  Society's  funds,  and  forms 
one  important  contribution  by  the  Bible  Society  to  the  cause  of  home 
missions. 

Apart  from  the  losses  involved  in  the  sales  of  its  books  at  catalogue 
prices,  the  Society  spent  thousands  of  pounds  in  England  and  Wales 
last  year,  mainly  in  grants  of  the  Scriptures — free  or  at  greatly 
reduced  rates — to  the  schools  and  home  missions  of  nearly  every 
Christian  Communion,  and  to  all  the  varied  agencies  of  religious  and 
philanthropic  activity. 

In  order  to  assist  and  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Bible  in  our 
own  country,  especially  in  places  which  are  not  reached  by  ordinary 
booksellers,  the  Committee  grant  special  colportage  terms  to  all 
societies  and  institutions  which  regularly  carry  on  the  sale  of  the 
Scriptures  by  colportage  among  the  poor  in  England  and  Wales. 

Nearly  all  the  English  and  Welsh  Institutions  for  befriending  the 
blind  obtain  the  Scriptures  which  they  require  from  the  Bible  House 
at  merely  nominal  rates.  Each  volume  of  the  Society's  new  English 
Braille  Bible  now  costs  from  6s.  6d.  to  8s.  3d.  to  produce  and  is  priced 
at  Is.  6d.  In  English  or  Welsh  4,442  volumes  in  embossed  type  were 
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granted  free,  or  sold,  during  1919-20.  Any  poor  blind  applicant  can 
obtain  a  book  of  the  English  Bible  in  Braille  or  Moon  type  as  a  free 
gift,  on  the  recommendation  of  some  minister  of  religion. 

Students  at  Theological  and  Missionary  Colleges,  who  need  such 
assistance,  received  last  year  as  gifts  308  Old  Testaments  in  Hebrew, 
967  New  Testaments  in  Greek  and  156  New  Testaments  in  Latin. 
The  Society  also  presents  outgoing  missionaries  with  Bibles  or 
Testaments  in  the  vernaculars  of  the  fields  in  which  they  are 
to  labour. 

In  Foreign  Lands* 

The  Society  maintains  depots  in  nearly  a  hundred  of  the  chief 
cities  of  the  world.  Even  during  the  war  its  depots  at  Berlin, 
Vienna,  Bucharest,  Belgrade,  and  Constantinople  remained  open. 

It  employs  an  average  of  about  1,000  native  Christian  colporteurs, 
who  were  continuously  at  work  week  by  week  throughout  the  year 
1919,  supervised  by  the  Society's  foreign  officials  or  its  missionary 
friends.  In  spite  of  many  hindrances,  due  to  the  war,  these 
colporteurs  sold  last  year  nearly  five  million  and  a  quarter  copies  of 
the  Scriptures — a  record  circulation. 

Auxiliaries* 

At  the  end  of  March,  1920,  the  Society  had  5,265  Auxiliaries, 
Branches,  and  Associations  in  England  and  Wales.  In  connexion 
with  these,  during  the  previous  twelve  months,  3,877  meetings  were 
held,  and  3,688  sermons  preached,  on  behalf  of  the  Society. 

Outside  the  United  Kingdom  the  Society  has  about  4,500 
Auxiliaries  and  Branches,  mainly  in  the  British  Dominions  and 
Colonies.  Many  of  these  carry  on  vigorous  Bible  distribution  in 
their  own  localities,  besides  sending  generous  contributions  to 
London. 

Finance. 

All  over  the  world  prices,  instead  of  falling,  have  gone  on  rising. 
Last  year  the  Society  had  to  pay  more  than  ever  for  producing  its 
editions  and  maintaining  its  agents,  for  the  transport  of  its  books 
and  the  "living  wage"  of  its  colporteurs.  During  1919  we  laid  out 
^6202,000  in  translating  and  producing  the  Scriptures,  and  this  sum 
would  have  been  much  larger  had  it  been  found  possible  to  print 
more  books.  We  also  spent  nearly  J644,000  in  colportage — although 
ir.  many  countries  colportage  could  not  yet  be  resumed.  Altogether 
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the  Society's  total  expenditure  has  increased  to  £359,000 — which  is 
over  £19,000  more  than  in  1918,  and  .£84,000  more  than  in  the  year 
before  the  war. 

Against  this  unprecedented  outlay  we  can  thankfully  report  that 
the  Society's  income  during  the  past  year  has  attained  a  point 
which  it  never  reached  before.  Subscriptions  and  donations  paid 
direct  to  the  Bible  House  in  London  rose  to  £48,307.  This 
included  one  special  gift  of  £19,400  from  the  late  Lord  Peckover 
of  Wisbech,  which  came  into  the  current  account  this  year. 
From  legacies  the  Society  has  received  £69,810,  which  is  £16,128 
above  the  recent  annual  average ;  according  to  rule,  this  amount  of 
£16,128  has  been  transferred  to  the  Legacy  Equalization  Fund. 

The  receipts  from  sales  amounted  to  £136,202 — an  increase  of 
£6,261.  On  the  whole,  out  of  every  £1  which  the  Society  spends 
in  producing  and  distributing  the  Scriptures,  it  receives  back  only 
about  7s.  as  the  proceeds  of  sales. 

Most  encouraging  of  all  are  the  returns  from  the  Society's 
Auxiliaries,  which  rose  to  £139,180 — an  increase  of  £27,022  over 
the  previous  year.  In  England  the  Auxiliaries  paid  in  £69,144 
(a  growth  of  £10,573)  and  in  Wales,  £9,331  (a  growth  of  £2;051). 
The  Hibernian  Bible  Society  has  sent  £2,683,  South  Africa  remits 
£6,431,  while  India  and  Ceylon  send  £6,286.  The  Auxiliaries  in 
Australia  have  raised  £15,290 — an  increase  of  £3,752.  New  Zealand 
raised  £3,636.  The  Canadian  Bible  Society  raised  over  £56,000; 
and,  after  paying  for  Bible  work  in  the  Dominion,  has  con 
tributed  £20,152— an  increase  of  £8,255. 

Altogether  the  Society's  general  receipts  for  the  past  year  have 
reached  the  record  total  of  £386,259— which  is  £46,555  more  than 
the  net  receipts  of  the  previous  year,  and  £100,000  more  than  the 
Society's  income  in  the  year  before  the  war. 

Tiiis  magnificent  total  leaves  out  of  account  the  Society's 
Emergency  Fund,  opsned  in  January,  1917,  toward  which  £3,228 
was  received  last  year;  the  balance  of  the  Fund  now  stands  at 
£38,719.  Moreover,  the  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  Auxiliary 
has  sent  from  Winnipeg  an  additional  generous  gift  of  £3,722 
to  defray  the  whole  cost  of  building  and  furnishing  the  new  Bible 
House  just  completed  at  Lagos.  The  same  Auxiliary  has  remitted 
£560  towards  the  projected  Bible  House  in  Jerusalem.  Pending 
the  signature  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Turkey,  we  have  been 
unable  to  obtain  permission  to  purchase  a  site  in  the  Holy  City; 
but  the  Society  has  already  received  £2,873  towards  the  cost  of 
this  Bible  House,  which  will  be  erected  as  speedily  as  possible. 
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Obituary* 

Since  the  Society's  last  annual  meeting,  death  has  removed  no  fewer 
than  sixteen  of  its  Vice-Presidents  : — 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H.  Kennaway,  Bart. ;  Lord  Peckover  of 
Wisbech;  Bishop  Jacob,  late  of  Sb.  Albans ;  F.  A.  Bevan,  Esq.; 
Sir  George  Macalpine ;  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle  ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Timothy 
Richard;  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  William  Macgregor;  the  Rev.  Dr. 
J.  Campbell  Gibson ;  Elias  Rogers,  Esq.,  of  Toronto  ;  Lord  Langford; 
Professor  Alexander  Macalister,  of  Cambridge;  the  Rev.  Professor 
G.  G.  Findlay ;  Sir  T.  F.  Victor  Buxton,  Bart. ;  the  Archbishop  of 
Armagh  ;  and  the  Rev.  Professor  Marais,  of  Stellenbosch. 

The  Staff. 

The  outstanding  event  in  connexion  with  the  Society's  Home 
Organization  has  been  the  resignation  of  the  Rev.  H.  A.  Raynes, 
after  nearly  nineteen  years'  invaluable  work  at  the  Bible  House. 
Mr.  Raynes  has  been  appointed  by  the  Crown  to  the  rectory  of  St. 
Mary  Woolnobh  with  St.  Mary  Woolchurch,  in  the  City  of  London. 
Since  1901  h3  has  rendered  magnificent  service  as  the  Society's 
Home  Superintendent.  The  Committee  and  all  his  colleagues  have 
parted  from  their  friend  with  sincere  and  profound  regret. 

During  the  past  year  the  following  changes  have  taken  place  in  the 
Staff  of  District  Secretaries  :  the  Rev.  James  Thomas  has  retired  after 
forty-two  years  of  devoted  service ;  the  Rev.  H.  C.  Threlfall  and  the 
Rev.  S.  Metcalfe  resigned ;  the  Rev.  W.  G.  Roberts  rejoined  the  Staff 
on  release  from  his  military  duties  as  Chaplain  to  the  Forces ;  and 
the  Rev.  A.  W.  M.  Cassan,  M.A.,  M.C.,  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Ferris,  M.A., 
and  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Seccombe,  M.A.,  were  appointed  District 
Secretaries. 

The  Rev.  T.  R.  Hodgson  has  retired  from  his  post  as  the  Society's 
secretary  for  Turkey  and  Greece,  which  he  had  filled  with  such 
fidelity  since  1890.  Mr.  A.  L.  Haig  has  been  appointed  assistant- 
agent  at  Constantinople.  After  faithful  and  energetic  service  as  the 
Society's  secretary  in  New  Zealand  since  1898,  the  Rev.  F.  H.  Spencer 
has  just  retired. 
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THE  BIBLE   SOCIETY  RECEIVED   DURING  THE 
YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  31sT,  1920: 

From  sales  of  the  Scriptures  issued  from  the 
Bible  House,  London,  to  trade  depots, 
Auxiliaries,  missionary  societies,  etc.  ...  .£70,053 

From  sales  of  the  Scriptures  abroad        64,743 

—£134,796 

From  sales  of  magazines     ...         ...         ...         ...  1,406 

Subscriptions,  donations,  etc.,  paid  at   the  Bible 

House,  London 49,964 

Contributed  by  Auxiliaries  at  home          ...         ...  81,889 

Contributed  abroad 57,291 

Legacies  ... 69,810 

Transferred    to     the    Legacy   Equalization 

Fund      £13,628 

For  Investment        2,500 

—£16,128 

53,682 
Dividends        7,232 


TOTAL  £386,260 


The  Emergency  Fund    in  hand  on   March  31st, 
1920,  was  £38,719. 


THE   FIELD   IS  THE  WORLD 


THE   BIBLE   SOCIETY  EXPENDED 'DURING  THE 
YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  31sT,    1920: 

Translating,  revising,  printing,  and  binding 

the  Scriptures      £182,451 

Freight  and  carriage  of  the  Scriptures     ...         17,759 

£200,210 

45,502 
43,990 

24,531 
13,928 

17,574 
6,933 
6,479 

TOTAL   EXPENDITURE         £359,147 


Warehouses,  depots,  and  sub-depots  at  home  and  abroad 
Maintaining  colporteurs  and  Biblewomen 

Salaries    and    travelling    expenses     of    Secretaries    and 
Sub-agents  abroad          

Bible    House    administration,    salaries,    repairs,    rates, 
taxes,  insurance,  postage,  etc. 

Home    Organization     staff,     including     District    Secre 
taries  and  Publicity  expenses  

Reports,  magazines,  arid  other  literature 

Allowances  to  old  and  disabled  servants     , 
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NOTICE   RESPECTING   REMITTANCES. 

Subscriptions  and  donations  are  received  at  the  Bible 
House,  146,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.G.  4 ;  also  at 
the  Society's  Bankers,  THE  BANK  OF  ENGLAND,  Threadneedle 
Street,  E.G.  2,  and  WILLIAMS  DEACON'S  Bank,  Limited,  20, 
Birchin  Lane,  E.G.  3  ; — advice  being  sent  to  the  Secretaries  at 
the  Bible  House.  Cheques  (crossed  on  the  Bank  of  England), 
Bankers'  Drafts,  and  Post  Office  Orders  (on  the  General  Post 
Office)  should  be  made  payable  to  The  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  and  addressed  to  the  Secretaries. 


Letters  containing  Orders  for  Books  are  reqxiested  to  be 
addressed,  prepaid,  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
146,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C.  4.  The  Society's  Depot 
is  open  from  9  a.m.  to  5.30  p.m.,  the  Offices  from  9  a.m. 
to  5  p.m.  On  Saturdays  the  Depot  and  the  Offices  close  at 
12.30  p.m.  The  Bible  House  is  closed  on  the  usual  public 
holidays. 


FORM   OF  A  BEQUEST  TO   THE   SOCIETY. 

I  bequeath  the  sum  of  Pounds  sterling 

free  of  Legacy  Duty  to  "THE  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE 
SOCIETY,"  instituted  in  London  in  the  year  1804,  to  be  paid  for 
the  purposes  of  the  said  Society  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  time 
being  thereof,  whose  Receipt  shall  be  a  good  discharge  for  the 
same. 


HOME  TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESS:  Testaments  Cent  London. 
FOREIGN  TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESS  :  Testaments  London. 
TELEPHONE  :  2036  Central ;  6174  City. 

tTNWIN  BBOTHKBS,  LIMITED,  THE  GliESHAM  PBESS,  WQKJNQ  AND  LONDON 


